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Sinner Convidted : 


OR, 


guments ; ſuited to the meaneſt 
Capacities and Underſtanding. 


Together, 8 


With a ſhort, but plain and practical, 
Diſcourſe · upon Repentaxce : And an 
ſition upon the Creed. Wherein 

is ſhewn, the Neceſſity of Faith, and 


| what every Chriſtian ought to believe, 


in order to be Say'd. 


preſent Times. 


** — — 


come now, and let ws reaſon, ſaith the Lord: £ and 
tho* your Sins be as red as Scarlet, they ſball be as 
white as Snom; tho" they be like Crimſon, they 
ſhall be as Wooll, Ila. T. 18. 
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at the Black Boy on London. Bridge, 2795. 
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The Vanity of Practical bee 11. 
Diſplay d.; "8 160 1 
From the moſt plain and popular FR Buy 


All being uſeful Inſtructions for theſe h 
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170 the Right Worlhipful .. - 
Sir Charles I rrel, Bar - 


SIR, N* & 

Edications are as much in Fr. 
|Þ ſbion, as Books themſelves ; 
and to fend but & Libel into- 
the World without an Epiſtle Dedi- 
catory, looks but very naked, Thar 1 
may not therefore be ſingular, and with- 
al conſcious to my ſelf, how much theſe 
my poor, yet honeſt Endeavours, want 
a worthy Patron to recommend them to 
the World, have made bold to place 
your Worſhip at their Front; not da- 
ring to preſume the Performance of 
this Minute Work, will Merit your 
Laucur 5 but rather fig-to: your inge- 
cus and candid Temper. for Refuge, 
not deſpairing to find Goodneſs ſuf- 
ficient to remit this Default. The In- 
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The Dedication. 


| gent of the fubſeqt | 
5 the vile Prafiices. of Atheiſm 


a | 
and Irreligion; and-none fitter to pro- 
mote ſo good 4 Work, than a Perſon 
| of your Worth and Authority; one 
who has ſo faithfully diſcharged the 
Tut repaſed in yon. Tur ftcduy 
Eeal to be Choy, your firm 3 
tao the Queen, and your natural Late 
| for your Country, do ſufficiently teſti- | 
| i» Your Readineſs to countenange any | 
good Deſign, whith may. drin Gren 

4 Blelſing upon this o Nation. 
A icked Men haue ben always 
counted a IJeſt to their County, [6 
Go Men hau been always eſteemed 
Comforts and. Bleſſings to the Commmi- 
nity they belong. © [That our Land may 
abeund with fuch, I have, as well as 
my. peor: Talent will permit, \endea- 
vaur d, by Strength of Argument and 
Plainneſs of Stile, to convince Men of 
the Holly of Atheiſm and Irreligion, 
by which they might reform their Liver, 
and divert thoſe.” Fudements which 
bang over. aun. Nation for their Sins 
. 5 NN 
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The Dedication. 


And this I bumbly offer to your Wor- 
ſhip's Patronage, which next to the || 
Bleſſing of God, will. 7 "theſe my | 
poor Endleauours ſucceſsful.” This - 
ing all I am willing to trouble yaur 
Worſhip with at preſent, I ſhall. only 
beg leave to ſubſcribe my felfg- + 2 

Four Wees 


Moſt Fairhfully Divoted, © _ 
; 
AND 


Obſequious Servant, 


John Groome. 
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DAge 2. line 24. read Conſcience. p. 6. I. 4. r. 
P it is, ditto, 1. 12. r. Body. p. 2 I. 20. r. 
Stern. p. 34. 1. 1. dele ah. ditto, I. 7. r. ne- 
ceſſary. p. 43. I. 4. I. are 4s common 4s dangerous. 
ditto, 1. 26. r. confi/t, p. 51. I. 2. r. Ape. p. $3. 
L 12. r. of the Iſraelites. p. 93. I. 20. r. it was. p. 
96. 1. 11. dele t7e. p. 122. 1. 2. r. Death. ditto, 
I. 12. dele the whole line. p. 136. I. 27. r. An- 
els. | | 
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ſome, who believe the World to be go- 
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Opinion. The general Aſſent of all Na- 
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of a Deity. 
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Pleaſure : Sin. The Afflictions of Good 
Men, God's delay of his Judgments upon 
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Of the deptorable and miferable State 
of ſuch Perſons, who repent not of this 
Sin before their at h. * 

Four ſorts of Puniſhments which the 
Wicked are capable of. Fit, The Spiri- 
tual Death, which is The. Separation of 


the Soul from Ber ack The 
Afflictions of this 1 Ly bird, is, 

Our natural Death; to the Wie- 
ked, is 4 Puni ent. 8 Ta The 
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Da. cots ak 


+) 1 ret 70 3 * Fr 4 5 R , oe $4 If. c . 


0g 96 BA P. 185 - 


11 5 n 1 7 4% J #1: | al 1 in 


Of the Nature of Repegtande, and db 
Readineſs of God to reit the Penitent. 


To which is added an Expofitioh! 61 


the Creed, wherein is ſhewn every thing 


neceſſary for a Chriſtian! to believe in 


order to Salvation. 
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SINNER Convicted; 
wo. ag Oy i. 1 1:95 ee 
The Vanity of Practical Atheiſm 
diſplay'd ;, from the moſt Plain and 
Popular Arguments. Suited to the 


ꝛueaneſt Capacities and Underſtand 
ings. 


1 H A P. k 
Of the Exiſtence of a GOD. 


XK 7 Hen Men have gi- A continued + 
ven themſelves up Cour/e of Sing 


at laſt makss 
wholly to Vice and Men deny the 


Debauchery, to all manner of Diome * rx 
Tendneſi and Impiety, to ag- fence. 
gravate and render their | 
Crimes more black and deteſtable to God; 
at laſt deny his Rn Exiſtence: Think- 
* | 1g 
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Type Sinner Convifted or, 

in this way of proceeding, they may 

| FR for Man of Wit and _— 

and by making one Vice, as it were, juſti 

fy another, may the longer preſerve their 
Character. And what is worſe, ſtill car- 
ry on and promote their wicked Deſigns, 

by procuring to themſelves, a Society 

of their own Perſwaſion. Corrupt are 
they, and have done abcminable Iniguity, 


| Pal. 53. 1. v4 | 
The Foro But what if we ſhould at | 
nd Confuſion once deſtroy the Baſis, up- | 
4 Fen; are in, ON which t eſe Monſters of s 
ven they be- Reaſon, found their totter- 
Kin to 2 * ing Principles? What if we f 
| ky of #92 ſhould lay open and diſco- 
ver the intollerable and e- 
\ 


* 


verlaſting Miſery, which every Minute 
zs ready to break in upon them? How 
ſtrange would they ſeem then? How 
greatly would they be amazed, when 
once ſtir'd up, and awaked throughly 
out of their dull Sleep? After what man- 
ner would their Conſciences fly in their 
Face, and with how great ſhame would 
they deny that, which heretofore they 
had fo peremptorily affirm'd? We ſhould 
now ſee the Scene of their Lives quite 
chang'd, and if pleaſe God to make 
| them throughly ſenſible of their Sins, 
we 


. 
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| ſtence of a God, which to E= 


The Vanity of Atheiſm Diſplæy d. 3 
we ſhould hear them cry up and pra- 
Etice Virtue, as much as ever they did 
Vice. And if Religion was practis'd 
2 true ** 8 2 we ſhouldk 
1ave, as a learned Father . 
obſery'd in the Primitive e 
Times, our Plow-men ſing their. Allelyab's 
and Spiritual Hymns in the Field, inſtead 
of Lewd Songs. And to the end that all 
thoſe Perſons may be convinc d, who do 
ſtill perſiſt in their Wickedneſs ; we 
ſhall Ale the following Method : 

Firft, Premiſe the following Argu- 
ments towards the Proof of a Divine Exi- 
ſtence, that you ma 2 be ſo provided a- 

ainſt all ſuch Per ons, as to put to Si- 
ence, and confound their prophane and 
wicked Diſcourſe, whenſoever offer d. 

Secondly,” Lay down the Reaſons which | i 
ſo much BS thefe Men, and confute | 
them, as I go along. -_ 

Thirdly and Laſtly. Shew the a 
and miſerable State of ſuch Perſons. 

And firſt, to prove the Exi- 3% Pine 


Nence f 
do, we need not go far, but eee | 


only look back to our Crea- Finemeſs of 


tion, and behold: that noble * cation. | | | 
Fabrick of Man; which for his exact and 


compleat Texture by ſome is called, a it || 
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2 ls Fold: For God lias made him Jo 
1 conpleat aud perfect, that there is no- 
| E thing Wanting in. hy erg which is requi- 
2 ſite and neceſlary thelindiihe l. him 
1 Perfect Man, All bis Parts and Mem- 
bers are ſo requiſite, and depending on 
exc other, that one Part cannot ſay to 
I the nother, 1 have no need of thee: Inſo- 
much; that they aſſiſt and help each o- 
ther. Therefore the Power — Wiſdom 
of.God, muſt men be ſeen in us if 
we will but. open our Eyes and behold. 
Nay, David even ſavy Ge s Glory in In- 
f fants, when he ſaid, Out of 795 Month 
of Babes, aud Sucklings,: haſt: thon ordained 

i Strength... And it God's: Power and Glo 
as ſeen 4 in Infants; How much more 0 | 
thoſe. Divine Attributes diſplay” them- 
ſelves in Men, whoſe Actions far ſurpaſs 
[| | thoſe of Infants, and who by this time 
! Are. more Ca able of perceiving God's” 
| "Gifts and Liberality towards them.: 


? þ As he But if we conſider Man 
0 Creation of the in his more noble Part, to 
i Sul. wit, that of his Soul. How 
1 greatly is God's Power re- 
a preſented to us? How apparently do his 


| Gifts diſcover themfalyes ? Here we 1ce 
the Faculties of the Soul have their Pow- - 
* irom 4 no Natural, but Supernatural 

1 5 14 Cauſe, ** 


1 8 


15 


32. «+ IT g * 
. The, 75 Ae f 88 Diſplay'd. GY 
* 85 becauſe it cannot be deftroyed by 
the former, it being a Spiritual and m- 
niaaterial Subſtance: A Suhſtance not ſub- 
rect to any natural Corruption, as other 
Subftances are and therefore iscallett im- 
mortal, which Immaxtality is a ſuffici- 
ent proof of the Being af a God. 
For if the Soul lives after * | 
its Separation from the Bo- „ Bir, De 


dy; then it mult certainly * * 15 0 : of 


be capable of Rewards and the Gul. 
Puniſhments, it's Life, then | 
tending to no other end. And therefote 
the prokeſs d Atheiſt ſays, That the Suul Dies 
— the Body. Thinking that if it thonld 
live after its Diſunion, it Will return to 
Goch and that he will diſpote of it ae- 
g to his W ill and Pleadure; which 
iv 


eternal Bliſs and Happineſs. And upon 


this account pot cp Wicked Perſons: would | 
ts the-Soul as well-as 
if ſo, then conſequent- 


ve, 
FEED 
mlt Neri h wu it. But this will 


om as inconſiſtent with Reaſon. as the 


their Exroneous and Da mnable 


0 For nothing can be generated 


atter, which is not à Material 
6a ESpereak Subſtance. 
B 3 1 And 
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wiekedly i in this Life, he 11 com- 
mit to everlaſting Fire; but if well, to 
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And therefore, how can the Soul, which 


Js Spiritual and Immaterial, be gene- 


rated out of the Material Subſtance of 
Man. And as is it thus diſagreeable to 
Human Reaſon, fo likewiſe it is equally 
contradictory to the Word of God. For 
Maſet ſpeaking of the Creation of Man 
in the 2 Chap. of Gen. verſ. 7. ſays,” That 
the Lord alſo formed Man of the Duſt of the 
Ground, and breathed into his Noftrils the 
Breath of Life. Wherein he ſhews the Na- 
ture of Human Bodies, that it was for- 
med of the Duſt of the Earth: But the 
Breath of Life, by which is meant the 
Soul, he breath'd into him, and fo Man 
became a Living Soul. Not forming that 
out of the Duſt, or Ls corruptible Mat- 
Y 


ter, as he did the Which Words 
agree alſo with that place of Fob, where 
he ſays, The Spirit of Gad bath made me, 
and the Breath of the Almighty hath given 
me Life. Which plainly makes out the 
great Difference between the Soul and the 
Body. And how much the one excels the 
other; for the former is called the Breath 
bf Life, and the latter the Duft of the 
Earth. And as we have plain and ma- 
mifeſt Proof of this, fo have we as grea 
Aſſurance for the Life of the Soul aftei 
its Diſ· union from the Body; as is Appa- 
fel 19910 rent 
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The Vanity of Atheiſin Diſplay d. 7 | 
rent from the 1 zath Chap. of Ecelaſ. verl- } 
7· Then ball. the Duft return to the Harth, as 
it was ; and the Spirit return to God, that gave 
it. Dangerous is it then for Men thus to- 
blind their Minds with ſuch prophane 
Fhoughts, ſeeing that it is God which 
gave, and firſt breath d into us our Souls, 
and that they muſt return to him after 
this Life, to diſpoſe of them according. 
to his good Will, and what is more, de- 

mand them of us when he pleaſes. 

But if this will not do, . 8 
let us launch farther into the arts ofthe 4 
greater World, and ſee whe- Nord. 
ther God's Power and Glo- i 
ry is not ſeen in the great Fabrick where 
we now dwell. Sure they will not fay, Mi 
this is the Work of Mens Hands, or 
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that ſo great a Work could be carried 
on without an Omnipotent Power, or be 
contrived without an Infinite Wiſdom, 
far ſurpaſſing the ſcanty and limited 
| Knowledge of Man. This therefore muſt: | il 
| be a Work which 'ows its Origin to ſome 
ö Supream Being. We know that the World 
| could never make it ſelf, and that the 
Artificer muſt have a er Perfection 
in him, than the Work he has already . 
made, otherwiſe he could never have fi- 
niſh'd this W If then there 
4 38: | | 


F The Sinner Convifted:; or, 


is ſo great a Power requir'd to the crea- 
ting this World zwe mult neceſſarily con- 
elude, that there muſt be a Being, who 
has this Power, which can be none but 
the Almighty God, as the Lord called 
himſelf, ſaying, I am the Almighty God, 
. walk before me, and be thou perfedt! Gen. 17. 
1. Which Almighty Power moſt evident- 
Iv diſplays it felt in this grand Work of 
the World. For we ſee how he hath or- 
dered every thing for the Uſe and Service 
ef Man. He has not only given us a 
Being, and a place of Habitation, but 
as alſo provided all things requiſite ant 
neceſſary for us. Has he not given 
Man Power over the Fiſh of the Sea? 
Over the Fowl of the Air? Over Beaſts, 
and all ereeping things? Over eve 
Herb bearing Seed, and Tree bearin 
Fruit, faving, it ſhould be to him fot 
Meat? Whereby he intimates, that Love 
and Kindneſs he has for Man. And this 
Power which he has given to Man, 
platnly ſhews, that all Power is in God. 
Elſe he could never have impower'd Man 
to enjoy thoſe things, which he daily 
ad hourly receives. | 
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of. Ws flings, Which , | 
Go 150 . to 4 2 25 


Manz hisDivane ravidence Went of. 5 
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Ca 8 he Not 275 
Wig, when he maKeth the. Sun 


$1971 


N Anh 1 re and ipimoveab 
when 17 ſends Showers ON d. Laß to 
vet, its Fruits, that we may have our 
eats in due Seaſon : 2 Do they ever fail 
in their due tinte of Year, or do wWe e- 
ver periſh thro want gf, them? Poes 
not 7 Seed-time and aur Harveſt al- 
ways come in its proper Seaſon How 
can we deny God's Goodneſs and Provi- 
Cence, when we daily feed on his Blel- 
, Tings : ? How: many Inſtances might be. 
brought to ſhew ow mindful God is of. 
his People? Did not God Pielcdve Duni, 
in the Lyons, Den? Pick nat lie Raz in 
down Maum upon the Children of H 
and foed them with the Food of Ha- 


ven? Twould be needleſs to bring tog 


many Tuſtances, to prove what the molt.- 
ober part of Mankind is fenlible of, 
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10 The "_ Convifted, or, 


Does he not keep the. Waters ** oyer- 
3 2 l y, ing "the 
Raging of the Sea, and t av ere-- 
of when they” ariſe > 1 1 ee 
the Waters of the Hite out upon 


us, and overwhelm our Bodies now, as. 


well zs in the Days of Nazb ? But only 


the Providential Hand of 'God 7 prevents 


fo diſmal a Deſtruction, by kong them 
within their proper Bounds 
And therkfire how dare we deny the 


Providence of God, when tis but looſi ng: 


his Hand, and we all Periſh? 
But fi irthermore thePro- 


N Provi= vidence of God is ſeen in. 


ear his diſpoſing the Eſtates of 
Men, in Bleſſing ſome with: 


2 in the 
orldly Foſſeſ- 
flons hich their Riches; and that we 


Men enjoy. may not think him unmind- 
ful of! Mens Temporal Af 
ffairs; others he oppreſſes and ſends divers 


Afflictions upon them. And thus Men are 
often made ſenſible, that God governs 


the World, and diſp oſes of the things of 


this Life ob arg to his Wall, bea in 
Riches upon thoſe whom he pleaſes, bo, 
oppreſſing others whom he thinks 2 
Man's Goings are of the Lord : Hay 
can 4 Man then underſtand his own ho 
.. 20, 24. What Mad: is it oe 
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The Vanity of Atheiſin Diſpliy'd. 11 


king, when he knows not the End and 


Event-of any Action. This often ſtrikes. | 


a Fear upon the Mind of ſome Men, and 
makes them more cautieus and wary, 
how they offend God, leaſt they ſhould 


not proſper in this World; and there-- 


by are forc'd to acknowledge an over-ru- 
ling Providence, knowing that if they 


don't, his Judgments will at laſt come 


n upon them. 
But notwithſtanding 


bute Afflictions to Fortune Zelieve the 

or Chance, not allowing God World to be 

to be at all concern'd in a- $94 &y. 

ny accidental Event, but 7%. 
exclude him as altogether 


ignorant. But ſure this is notoriouſſy 
falſe, If the Hairs of our Head be niumbred, 
and not one of them periſh without the Know-- 
Juedge of God. Are not our Days determined, 
and the number of our Months are with thee @ 
thou baſt appointed our Boumds, that we can- 


ot paſs. And how can it be otherwiſe 


expected, when God firſt gave us our Be- 


ing, and net only ſo, but has likewiſe 


ſupplied us with all Neceſſaries in this 
World, but that he ſhould be concern'd 


at 


Man to do any thing without implo- 
ring God's Bleſſing upon his Underta- 


—— - — — —— 
- 
—— 
— hs 
* * 


i > "> * ——_— ——- 
— 
— —_—_ 
Y — » | — 4 — - — _— — 
. . w Q a * 
= ls * 


| S The Obiniow 
ſome Men are apt to attri- „ pu who 


Chance, confie* 


| 


12 Ide Sinner Convicted;ʒ ors \L 


at our Death and ſeeing after it our 
Souls return to him. Indeed ſo far we 
may ſay a thing is fortuitous in reſpect 


to our own blind Uncerſtanding, and 


that we our ſelves. fore-knew nothing of 


any caſualty befallen us, yet at the ſame 
time we mult. not allow the World, in 


which is ſo great Variety of things, to 


be govern'd by Chance; and that blind 
Fortune rackets and toſſes things up and 


down, but. muſt allow all things to be 


contrived and ordered by the Infinite 
Wiſdom of the Almighty God. 
But how impudently do 


Fe! wickes theſe Men rob God of his 
pnſequence 


of fuch an Opi- Omniſcience and Omnipre- 


nen. ſence 25 They will not al- 
low him to be preſent with . 


them in their Actions; but cheriſh them- 


felves with that ſaying, How. does God 


know ? is there knowledge in the moſt High? 
And becauſe they are nat in Trouble like o- 
ther Nen, and plagu d like other Feople. Pride 
compaſſeth. them about like a Chain, and 
Vaolence covereth them like a Garment. Their. 


Eyes ſwell out with Fatneſs; and they. 


bave more than Heart can wiſb. But al- 
tho? they thus tlirive and are proſperous, 
altho they reign and thus tyrannize in 


their Wickedneſs, let they ſhall be brought - 
{ to, 


Fl 
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Te Vanity of Atheiſm Diſplay d. 13. 
zo Deſolation, as in a moment, and Hall he 
' conſumed" with Terrors, 4, Aud as 4 Dream, 
" when one awaketh + , O Lord, when thou 
- awakeft, thou ſhalt deſpiſe their Image. God 
is not confin d and limited to any certain 
place; but his Preſence and Power ex- 
tend over the Face of the whole Earth. 
Let our Sins be committed in the moſt 
private and obſcure place, yet God's dif- 
cerning Eye, which beholds all things at 
once, will find us ont. No Cloud can 
veil that, no Obſcurity can hinder 
that Perception, no Darkneſs, can blind 
it. Vain are the Thonghts which thus. 
baffle Human Underſtanding, and more 
dangerous are the Snares, into which. 
this Folly leads the Soul. For if God 
does not with his Rod chaſtiſe Sinners. 
here, but let them ſtill perſiſt in their 
Wiekedneſs; too true will it be found, 
that ſuch he reſerves for a more ſevere 
and terrible Correction. Folly is it to 
think, that the want of a due Correcti- 
on here for our Sins, proceeds from the 
Ignorance of God; and that he. xnows 
not what cur Actions are, becauſe he 
is not viſible to us in this World, For 
who at any time hath ſeen God? Yet he 
fees us, and is concern'd in the Go- 
vernment of this World, whatſocver 
things 
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things are tranſacted here below, his 
Knowledge comprehends them; ſo pe- 
netrating is his Wiſdom, that "he 4 


"knows what our Actions wall be. He 


knows all Men, he needeth not that ay 


Hould teſtify of Man, for he knew what 


was in May. Now, what wall become 2 
theſe Men with their blind Fortune, 

which all their Happineſs depends, if it 4 
true what is here afferted? And what 
Proof can we have more ſubſtantial, 
than Divine Revelation to back and 


ſtrengthen our Reaſon ? ,, This is a ſure 


Rock and Defence againſt all vain and 
fooliſh Notions. What can be more ri- 
diculous than to think, that this World, 

wherein are things worthy of ſo great 
Admiration, that they were at. firft 
made by Chance, and could be created 
without an Omnipotent Power: ? Nay, 
what 1s worſe and more provoking, 
when they ſee to how great Advantage 

God orders all things for us, the moſt 
underſerving of his Creatures, that they 
ſhould deny his Providence 11 govern- 
ing the World? This Opinion was 
a little more excuſable in the firſt 
Broachers of it, who had only the glimer. 
ing Light of Reaſon to — them, and 


were cut off before Divine Revelation 
came 


The Vanity of Atheiſm: Diſplay d. 15 


came into the World. Yet man of 
theſe had much;nabler Thoughts of the 
Creation, and did allow ſome great Pow- 
er to the compleating ſo. large a Work. 
But we, bleſſed be God for it, have livd 
to. ſee theſe Days, wherein God has been. 
reveal'd to us by his Son Jeſus Chiriſt, 
who has unfolded all thoſe Myſteries. 
which they before and, under the Law 
wanted. | | | 

And ſhall we for this 6, , No- 

indneſs, return Ingrati- vidence fur- 

de to the higheſt degree, -er iluſtra- 
by - denying what he has 7, in prefers 
io long time ſince done „%% Tos 1570 
for us? And not ſtop —. of the 
here, but ſtill deny thoſe Ficked.. - © 
Kindneſſes, which he con- 01 
tinues by defending us againſt the Snares 
of this wicked World. For we live in 

*a World, whoſe Inhabitants are Wack- 
ed and Diſobedient, ſerving divers Luſts 
and Pleaſures, living in Malice and En- 
vy ; hateful and hating one another. 
Here abounds. nothing but Lewdneſs 
and Impiety , Prophaneneſs and Immo- 
rality; Vice flouriſhing like the Green 
Palm-Tree, and Vertue trampl'd under, 
as if ſhe was the Scorn of Mankind. 


gots Fraud 


diner CMmoidel „ 
leck under the Character 
ny Abd d. "How wa- 
walk, that he may. not 
into thefe Wicked Snares? 
reat is the Providence of God, 


Providence for aſſiſting them, then in th 
wicked: Days of this Age? But bleſſe 
be God, they whoſe Eyes are open, may; 
befold the Divine Gobdneſs to his Peo- 
ple. For. he ' bath in theſe perillous 
Times: prefervd a Remnant to byafs ap. 
this wicked World, elſe it muft fink 
under its preſſing and weighty Sins. 
There are ſome good Men in this World, 
and even at the Stem of the Govern- 
ment, who are true Promoters of Re- 
ligion and Vertue, for whole fakes this 
World is preſerv'd; elfe we might ex- 5 
pect nothing but God's immediate judg- ; 
ments upon us. For the Wicked, ihe Smoke,” | 
ſhall "be driven away; and a Waxmetttth, 
ſo hall they periſh at the Preſence of God. J 
What elſe could prevent us from a . 
duo like Puniſhment ; for the Sins of | 


fone. 
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- fome Men, are not much below that of 
 Sedom and Gomorrab? Never then did 
Men ſtand more in need of God's Pro- 
vidence than at this Day. 
And now T have but one Die grheral 
thing more to fay on this ent of” x of 
"0 Topick, that al Nations Ae . 
| whatſoever, tho' never ſo gument for abe 
Barbarous and Heathenifn, Proof of a Dei- 
never ſo Wicked and Pro- 5. 
Phane, yet did aſcribe Wor- 
hip to ſome Deity” or other; Area 
having great Reſpect and Veneration far 
Religion, thinking it the greateſt Im- 
piety to offer any Affront to their Gods, 
or in any meaſure diminifh or lellen 


their Honour. And for n ba 


Reaſon the Romans did "Dr. Cano 
foverelyPerſecute the Chri-  Clnitigni 95 


ſtian Religion, becauſe" it 
oppos'd that of their own. And that the |} 
Chriſtians did plead fo much againſt 
their Gods, to whom they paid that Ado- | 
ration, as nęref te go Upon any Ex 
terprizet without firſt offering Sacrt | 
fice to them. And therefore would 
puniſh Deſpiſers of, their Gods, with all 4 
the cruel 1 ortuxe they could in rent: 
holding tem Ath&Mical And b '- if 
at 
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that fell off from their Religion, plead- 
Ds. Cave ing for it from its Anti- 
Yang * quit y; as Smmar hus did, a 
Chriſtianity, Man no leſs eminent for 
wag his Parts and Eloquence, 
than for his Power and Authority, be- 
ning Chief Prieſt and Prefect of Rome; 
| Who boldly told the Emperors,  altho? 
ʒâzq they were then Converted to Chriſtiani- 
14 ty, that he did endeavour to defend the 
Inſtitutions of their Anceſtors, the ſet- 
ttled Rules and Laws (meaning thoſe of 
Religion) which had for ſo many Ages 
been profitable to the Common- Wealth; 
and therefore begs of them to take up 
their old Religion again. If Heathens 
thus acknowledge a xa Power, tho' 
very unfortunate in their Not ion, ſure 
we ought to think of a Divine Exiſtence, 
when all the World has been of the ſame 
Mind. Sure all Nations are not in the 
wrong: They pretend as much to Senſe 
and Reaſon as we, and think they build ; 
their Principles upon as unſhaken a 
Fonndation, as our Atheiſts can do. And 

L cannot tell, why theſe pretended Wits 
ſhould claim a. greater == of Know- | 
ledge, than the reſt of their _ Fellow- | 
Creatures, nay z than the more knowing | 
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The V. anity of Atheiſm Diſplay d. 19 
Part. of the World, when they make ſo 


ad uſe of - it. Why ſhould _ Perſons : 


who debauch and ſpoil their Parts, have 


greater Knowledge than thoſe, who. by 


Temperance preſerve their Minds, pure 


and uncorrupt? if ſo, then we mit 
give up the Cauſe, and yield them the 


Better. But alaſs! every one 1s ſenſible 
of the contrary, and by this time I hope 
throughly convinc'd of the Abſurdities 
theſe Atheiſts labour under, and all to 
no purpoſe ; For at laſt they muſt cry 
out, Doubtleſs there is a God which will 
Fudge the World. And when the Pangs 
of Death overtake them, are then con- 


victed by their own unhappy Conſci- 


ences; and all as they have to ſay, is, 
Lord, have mercy upon me, a Simmer; and 
ſo yield themſelves up to God's Diſpo- 
ſal. But what Folly is this, for Man 
to lead fo wicked and prophane a 
Life, ſeeing he muſt at lafſ yield him- 
ſelf up to him, whom he has hitherto 
denied ? What Raſhneſs| is this, for Man 
to deny his Power, upon whom he de- 


pends ? Laſtly, What Madneſs is it to 


deny him, who can either make him 
everlaſtingly Happy, or inflict eternal Pu- 
niſhment on him? I ſhall therefore ſay 

no 


I 


"which" ad 


, them as 1 ee, 
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Js there are many trifling Rea- 
fons* which blind © theſe Men, but 
it will be too tedious to recite them 


all; and therefore ſhall only mention 


two” or three of their. ſtrongeſt Argu- 
ments, which at the beſt are but weak 7 
and 5 1 5 As 
And the firſt thing whic 

offers its ſelf, is, dhe preſent | 2 n 4 is 
Pleafure which Men receive Sn. . Ef 
from Sin: For every Sin- | 
ner inclines himſelf to that Vice, which 
moſt gratifies his Deſires , and where 
Pleaſure doth immediatel proceed from 
any particular Sin, it 2 incites and 
encourages the guilty Perſon to repeat 
the Fact. And for this Reaſon Men 

in a wicked and finful Courſe of: Lite. 
For thewecerving. of a preſent Pleaſure, 
darkens the, Sight of any approaching 
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22 The Sinner Condicted; or, 
Evil, and blinds the Perception of a 
IT future Miſery. Their Thoughts are ta- 
ken up in ſtudying after what manner 
they ſhall Divert themſelves, not * 
a part any time for Divine Service; a 
imrenting what Meats will moſt gratify 
their Appetites, and corrupt their Minds; 
LE and with what coſtly Raiment and Ap- 
| parel they ſhall invelt themſelves, as 
they may excel others in Pomp and 
Glory. This is the preſent Pleaſure the 
Wicked receive, which they prefer be- 
| | . . 
fore a future and everlaſting Happineſs. 
1 But how deluding and pleafant this may 
appear at firſt ſight, yet if we look more 
near, and farthom the Bottom of this 
Principle, we ſhall ſoon diſcloſe the in- 
evitable Deſtruction, which is poliſh'd 
| over with deluding Pleaſure: For tho“ 
we grant the Satisfaction received from 
' Sin, be never ſo great, yet after it Pain 
and Miſery, Deſtruction and Ruin, fol- 
los; it muſt certainly be moſt impra- 
| + ible and highly neceſſary for Man to 
{| {hun and avoid: For the Goodneſs of 
| |} every thing is meaſured by its Duratj- 
| | on, and one thing is more preferable 
than the other; not only as it is 
better, but as it will laſt longer. Now, 
jf the Pleaſure which a Wicked Man re- 
ceives 
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The Vanity of Atheiſm Diſplay d. 23 
ceives from his evil Courſe of Life, will 
laſt longer than that Which will floß 
from a good one: Then no one ought 

to diſwade the vicious Perſon from his ac- 
cuſtomed and habitual Courſe ef Sin. But 
if on the contrary, the Happineſs of a Good 
Man will be Eternal, ſure his Felicity 
is more eligible than the Pleaſure of a 
Wicked Man: For if Vice be carried on 
by the conſuming of Mens Eſtates, the 
waſting of their Bodies, and the loſs of 
their Souls, which moſt plainly appears 
when we daily fee Men fall from Plen- 
ty to Want, when we hourly *behold 
| Men ſtrong in Conſtitution of Body, 
by their Intemperance bring divers Di- 
ſeaſes upon them, and by theſe means eve- 


| ry Day more and more haſten the De- 

* {fraction of their. Souls: I ſay, when 

1 ſuch Miſeries as theſe attend a Wicked 

n L. fe, ſure they are great Motives and In- | 
* ducements to Religion and Virtue, which ; 
1- teaches Men to be BD and not laviſh with 6 
0 what God has given them; it preſcribes a 

of temperate and moderate way of Living, 

1 which tends to the Preſervation of the 

le Body; and as for the Soul, it lays down 

is ſuch Precepts as will keep it pure and un- 

W. corrupt. And now, having ballanc'd the 


re- Happineſs of aGood Life, with that of a 
ves RY FA Wicked 


— — — 


24 The Sinner Convifted ;; or, 


Wicked Man's, how much more prefer- 
able doth the former appear? 


* 0 * 
* - 


But beſides, what contrary ways do 
the Wicked go to procure; Happinels, fee- 
ing God hath the prerogative Power 
over all things; and that it is in his 
Power to beltow Happineſs on whom he 
pleafes ? And if he thinks convenient, 
no lawful Pleaſnre ſhall; be kept from 
us; but if not, tho' we ſtrive with all 
the Power we can, to make our ſelves 
happy, here, he will deſtroy and fruſtrate 
our Deſign. And therefore the only way 
to; be br, is to depart from Evil and 
do Good; and then we ſball dwell for ever- 
more. For as we think it reaſonable to 
ſerve and oblige thoſe, on whom our 
Intereſt depends; ſo it is highly neceſſary 
to give up our ſelves wholly to him, on 
whom our Eternal Happineſs relies. And 
if we are negligent in this, great will 
be our Miſery : For the Kingdom of 
Heaven 1s prepared only for thoſe who 
truly and painfully ſerve him in this 


Life preſent. ee, ee 
Again, if the Wicked ſee 
2 be . the Godly are afflicted with 
Aen. 4 s Misfortunes, and that they 
| are no more preſerved from 
the outward Afflictions of this end 
þ than 


- 
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The Vanity of Atheiſm Diſplay'd. 25 
than other People, preſently conjecture 


tat God is unmindful of his, and that 


he is not ſuch a one as is repreſented 
unto us : But this is a very ſordid and 
undeſerved Reflection: For 


God ſends Afflictions on his 2 2 25 


People to try their Conſtan- ry then. 
cy and Perſeverance, to ſee 

whether they will keep cloſe to him 
in time of Trouble, or decline, and for 
Advantage turn from his Commands: 
And therefore does not forget his Servants 
when afflicted, ſo far from this, that he 
often makes Afflictions the means of Re- 
pentance. For, ſays the Plalnaſt, Before 


I was nffiited, I went aſt ray So that 


they rather bring us to God, and let 
us know how uncapable we are of ſu- 
ſtaining our ſelves : And by this ſhaws, 
we boaſt too much of our own Strength. 
And when he either ſends Shame, Pover- 
ty, or any other Affliction, then is his own 
Strength and Power ſeen, and when we 
call upon him for his Divine Aid and 
Ailiſtance, which alone ſupports and 
bears us up under our weighty and preſ- 
ſng Sins. Thus he brings us to humble 
Obedience, and makes us know who, and 
what he is. That he preſerves us in time 
of Need, and was it not for his Help, we 

C Mou! 
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26 The Sinner Convifted ; or, 
ſhould directly ſink into the Pit of 
Deſtruction: For we are no more able 
to preſerve our ſelves from Divine Per- 
ſecution and Affliction, than we are by 
our own Power to free our ſelves from 
the Hour of Death: If we were, we 
ſhould ſcarce ſuffer them long to op- 4 
preſs us, but remove and ſhift them of | 
as ſoon as ever we begin to teel them, 
or ſhould beg of God to enable and | 
fortify our Souls againſt them. And | 
therefore we ſee Afflictions rather bring | 
-us to God, than make us deny his | 


Exiſtence. | 
n But furthermore, God | 
2 a TH by Afflicting his People, | 
Power 2 5%, doth publickly ſhew and ſet 


Divine Grace, forth the Graces he hath be- 
| ſtowed upon them, intima- 
ting thereby, they do not lie flothful in 
them, but are of Uſe and Service. Thus was 
the Divine Grace ſeen, in that 4braham 
refus'd not to offer up his Son Iſzec: And Pr. 
was it not ſo apparent we thould ſcarce : v 
have that true Eſteein and Value for it U 
according to its Worth and Merit: But ſ 
when we ſee it ſo openly diſplay its I. 3 
ſelf, as to enable Men to lay down their = 
Lives for Religion, 1t makes a deep Im- |. of 

! 
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prefl;on on our Minds, and carries along | 
| with 
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with it an irreſiſtible Force This way 
of God's Afflicting his People, was a 
great Inſtrument in the Advancement of 
Religion amongſt the Heathens: For 
when they ſaw the Primitive Chriſti- 
ans after all manner of Cruelty and Se- 
verity us'd againſt them, did ſo ſtrongly 
perſevere in their Faith, were mightily 
amaz'd, and thought there muſt be ſome 
rers Power more than ordinary to under- 
go ſo great Puniſhment, with ſo much 
Joy and Alaerity of Spirit; for they 
went as Lanibs to the Slaughter, and as 
Sheep before the Shearers are Dumb, fo 
| 1000 not they their Mouths, but com- 

| 


| mt their Cauſe to him that judgeth 
' Rightfeouſly, and who hath ſaid, Ven- 
geance is mine, and I will repay it. Nay, 
{o forward were they, as 
my Author ſays, that they . ; 
did ambitioutly contend, Cin ity: 
who ſhould be firſt Crawn'd 
with Martyrdom, and tir'd out their 
bloody Execut ioners. For 1:bertams, Pre- 
ident of Palez/tine, told the Emperor Be- 
Jan, that he was quite tir'd ont in de- 
ſtroying the Galillzars, cail'd here by the 
Name of Chriſtiams, and that they did 
not ceaſe yet to offer themlelves to be 
-Slaing nay; tho — had labour'd both 
* | Wm 2 ON by 
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Error ſuch Perſons labour who thus 


28 The Sinner Convicted; or, 


by fair means and threatnings to con- 
Ceal themſelves from being known to be 


Chriſtians , yet could he not ſtave them 
off from Perſecution. - So little Regard 
had they to it, that they were very 


impatient till they were in the midſt of 


the Flames. Now, in ſuch chearful Sufter- 
ings as theſe, 3 1 _ Pow- 

er does moſt gloriouſſy ap- 
eg ati pear: For altho We rr — 
to Diſtreſs in all things, 
yet do we not Pine and are Sorrowful ; 
attho' we labour, yet we are not left 


deſtitute ; altho' we ſuffer. and undergo 


Perſecution, yet we are not forſaken and 
left alone; Laſtly, altho' we are thrown 
down, yet we do not Periſh. So that when 
God's People are Afflicted with Poverty 
or any other Affliction, we are not to 
conclude, that they are forſaken or caſt 
of; but muſt think, he either afflicts 
them to the end, they may be made 
more humble, and bring them to Obedi- 
nece, or to make them ſenſible of his 
Power and Glory; and that not our 
own, but his Divine 'Strength, which 
ſuſtains and bears us up under our weigh- 
ty and preſſing Burden. By this time 
we may fee, under how great an 
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— 


abuſe the Divine Wiſdom; ſure God will 
at laſt pour out his wrathful Indigna- 
tion, and not ſuffer them thus to affront 
his Infinite Goodneſs. ö 
The ſame Perſons do Heli 
take an occaſion to deny ore N 
* "4 dis Fud zments 
the Divine Exiſtnce, be- pn ihe ice 
cauſe he is ſo mMiſul and 4d. 
kind, as to forbear his in- 
mediate Nase upon them, and not 
reward them according to their Peſerts 
and Merits: They conclude they ſliall go 
unpuniſhed, and never give an Account 
for their Actions in this Life. So that Hy 
wholly give themſclves up to Plealure, al- 


lowing themſelves all the Liberty imagi- 


.nable,. in the Indulgence of their ſenſual 


Appct'tes, not thinking there will be a 
Day in which they ſhall be accounta- 
ble for all their wicked Ad ions This 
indeed would be brave and delightful to 
them, if this Principle was but founded 
on a ſure Baſis: This would ſet their 
Thoughts upon inventing new Pro- 
jects, and happieſt would he be, who 
could invent the greateſt. And if this 
could be prov'd, which has been much 
deſir d, we ſhould never want Variety 
of  Wickedneſs to divert us. But alas, 
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but one look d into, will ne'er bear 
a ſecond Hearing: For altho* God docs 
withold his Hand from puniſhing Sin- 
ners, we ought not to think we ſhall go 
free, but rather look upon it, as bis 
0 Mercy; and that „ > becauſe 
# | He would have us repertf,, and not Die in 
| our Sins. For bis deli 85 is not in the 
i Death of a Sinner. He gives us Hints 
| andCautions of his Judgments to come, 
which if we don't obſerve and take them 
| as ſuch, he will cut us off in a time 
when we little think of him; and when 
we ſay Peace to our ſelves, then co- 
meth Peſtrnction. For the Day of the Lord 
Dal come as a Thief in the Night, when 
4 Men are all afleep, and the T honghts 
ol it far from their Minds. 
3Z But the Certainty of his Judgments 
is founded on his Juſtice : Moſt juſt is 
it for him to puniſh Evil-doers. 090 
altho' he is merciful, yet his Mercy will 
not contradict his Juſtice, for that At- 
tribute is as eſſential to him, as the o- 
ther; and he can as ſoon decline from 
the former as the latter, tho* we have no 
Reaſon to doubt of his Failure in either; 
for he infallibly acts according to his 
Attributes, 
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this. tk the reſt of their Reafbns, if 


Attributes, as being conſiſtent with the 
Truth, Rectitude, and Holineſs. of God. 


And as it is agreable to Humaꝝ Rea ſon, 
that his Divine Juſtice will püniſh the 
Sinner; ſo it is equally warranted by 


Holy Writ. For St. Matthew tells us, 
that the Son of Man h come in full Pow- 


er with his Angels, to Midge every Mani a. 


cording to their Attons., And then wall 
he moſt certainly puniſh the Wicked 
with everlaſting Torment, and*Teward 
the Righteous with eternal Bliſs and 


Happineſs, as being the only End of his 


coming. And in the 24th Chat. and 


the 30 and 31 Verſes, of the ſame Evan- 
gelift, our Saviour fore-tells his Diſciples, 


what Signs they ſhould ſee at the end 
of the World. And then ſhall appear the 
Sign of the Son of Man in Heaven, and 
then ſhall all the Tribes of the Earth mourn. 
And they ſhall ſee the Son of Man coming 
in the Clouds of Heaven, with Power and 


with great Glory. And he ſhall ſend bis An- 
gels with the great Sound of a Trumpet. And 


they ſhall gather together his Ele& from the 
Four Winds, and from the one End of the 
Heavens to the other. Now, for what Rea- 
fon ſhall the Tribes of the Earth mourn, 
unleſs for that — Account they 
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will have to make up before the Eternal 
and Righteous Judge, eſpecially if we 
lay this to the preceding Text. 

Some Perſons who have 


Others won't Os 
turn from their led a wicked and prophane 


Wickedneſs, Life, are aſhamed to con- 


having there- fels gbeir Faults, becauſe 
2 ger the they have palſs'd for Men 
Wit an 7 = of Wit and Ingenuity, and 
nuity, by carrying on of wicked 


and debauch d Projects, have 


gain'd the Character they have now got. 
And therefore on the F alle 

other ſinks. But ſure they are now put 
to their laſt Shift; their Store-Houſe 
muſt be very empty, and thoſe Heads 
ot pretended Wit, muſt be reduc'd to a 
low Ebb, to make ſo triflng an Excuſe. 
For no Man in his Wits would refuſe 
to make an Advantage when offer d. 
And who would ſuffer himſelf to be im- 
pos d on again, when he has found 
out the Cheat once put upon him? What 
diſcreet and prudent Man will reſuſe Ad- 


vice againſt that Folly, of which he 


knows to be already guilty ? If I am 
perſwaded that unmoderate and ex- 
ceſlive Drinking will preudice my 
Health and deſtroy my Body, Las 
* | e 
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The Vanity of Atheiſm Diſpel'd. 23 WY 
be aſham'd to refrain and keep. my ſelf 

from Intemperance? I am not Tenorant 
how ſome Men ſcorn and deride others, 
who are not as deeply plung d into Sin as 
themſelves. But granted it muſt be on 
the other Hand; That the Character 
of a Man does not depend upon the Ap-- 
probation of ſuch Lewd and Wicked 
Men: For no Wiſe Man wilt give Cre- 
dit to his Words, whoſe Life, for his 
Immorality and Vice, 1s become Infa- 
mous and Diſgraceful. Without doubt, 
the Praiſe of the Virtuous far ſurpaſs 
that of the Wicked ; for Virtuous Men 
are recorded for Examples to be follow'd 
by others; but the Wicked for Shame, 
to be a Terror to thoſe who come after. 


Jo return then from Evil to Good, is 2 


thing commendable and praiſe worthy : 
And to degenerate from Vertue to Vice, 


is an Action in its ſelf Diſdainful and ³⁶ 


Ignominious. But what greater Motzve 
to Religion and Virtue can we have, 
than the everlaſting Benefit and Welfare 
of our Souls; we will not endanger f© 
weighty a Concern through Fear of tha 
Wicked, which if we do, we may 
reaſonably expect the deſerv'd Puniſhs 
ment of our Folly. Theſe are the 

4 greateſtt 
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0 enten Reaſons, with which Men plead 
or their Wickedneſs ; And theſe I hope 


have ſufficiently prov'd to be meer 
Pretences, and only Snares to decoy 
and captivate our Reaſon, And there- 
fore ſhall now proceed to ſhew that 
milerable State to come, which is the ne- 
ry Conſequence of ſo great a Folly. 
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Of the deplorable and miſerable State 


of fuch Perſons, whe repent not of 
this Sin before their Death, | 


H E deplorable and : 
wretched State of du ſorts 
the Wicked, appears from C7 TR oi 
the Miſeries that follow Sin, pjcket mock 
and theſe are comprehend- pable of. 
ed in the Puniſhments of | 
it, which are temporal and eternal. And 
in order to this, the School-men have 
reckon'd four Degrees of Death, three of 
which we are capable of, while on this 
ſide of the Grave. 
| The Firſt then 1s, der 3 
they call the Spiritua TORN 
Neath, which is a Priva- eo YR 
tion of the Spirit or 
Grace of God, which when Men have 
loſt, they live in a continued Courſe of 
Wickedneſs, apd therefore are {xid to 
be Dead in Sin, as St. Paul writes 5 | 
the 
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4 

the Epbefians. And you hath he quic- th 

Y { ken d, that were Dead in Sin; that they 8 

were not only in danger of that State, w 
but were realy Dead. For the Spiritu- 

al Death is nothing more than the Alie- 18 

nation of the Soul from God. And this L 

Death of Sin, is what we all bring in- 1 

to the World with us, as being Born 0 

in Sin, and herein do we continue, till e 

i 

1 

| 

c 

| 

| 


we 


by our Regeneration we are made Par- 
* takers of the Life of Chriſt: Yet if 
8 we relapſe and looſe that Spiritual En- 
ypoyment, which by the waſhing of Rege- 
Nerat ion we obtain, we ſhall again fall 
under that Yoke of Death, with which 
we were at firſt Born. te” 
And St. John exhorting the Churches 
to the true Profeſſion of their Faith, | 
writes theſe things, ſaith, he that bath the | 
=. Seven Spirits of God and the Seven Stars; 
Ibo thy Works, for thou baſt a Name 
| i that thou Liveſt, but thou art Dead. Which 
Words, altho' ſpoken to the Mini- 
ſters of the Church, as fome think, 
pyet _ be applied to every one of us, 
that Men ſhall live, when they bring 
forth good Fruits: But if they walk 
' according to the Courſe of this wicked 
World, in fulfilling the Will of the 
r 


Fleſh, they are then Dead unto Sin : rt | 
the 
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- the true and only Life conſiſts in the 18 
y | Souls being joined - unto God; and in 1. 
e, | whomſoever Sin reigneth, it deſtroys } | ö 
that lively Communion with God, which 
4 is the only thing wherein our Happy 
3 Life conſiſts. And this is one of thoſe 
* Temporal Puniſhments, which God laid 
n on our firſt Parents after their Fall. For 
Ji he ſaid, But of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Þ Good and Evil, thou ſhalt not Eat of it; for 
I in the Day thou Eateſt thereof, thou ſhalt 


- ſurely Dye. By which is meant the Se- 
— paration of Man from God, which is 
our Life and chief Felicity; for while 
1 in this State, we are under Condemna- 
tion. And no doubt but the ſame Pu- 


; niſhment will follow our Diſobedience. 

, | if we flight or refuſe to embrace the Gol- Ml 
. pel of Chriſt, on whom ſtandeth our e- 
| ternal Salvation. Tis not Circumciſion r 


> | _ OUncircumciſion, Abſtinence ſrom Meat, or ex- 
| ternal Holineſs, but the Spirit and Grace "Ml 
24 of God, which doth reſtore this Life. unto i 

us. And St. Paul admoniſhing the Co- 

lofians, not to let the falſe Brethren, who 

would have nuax'd the Law with the 
Goſpel, divert them from Chriſt, defires 
them to take heed, l-aft there /hould be le 
any Man, that ſhould ſpoil them thro' Phi- 
lIofophy and vain Deceit, after the Tradi- 
tions 
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| have been glad to have 


tions of Men, according to the Rudiments of 
tbe World, and not after Chriſt, in whom 
dwelleth all the Fullneſs of the God-head 


* bodily. For ye which were Dead in Sin, and 
in the Uncircumciſion of 


our own Fleſh, hath 
he quicken'd with him; forgiving you all your 
Treſpaſſes. Nothing 1s able to quicken 


or recover us ſrom the Death of Sin, 


but the Spirit or Grace of God, which 


is given us thro* Chriſt. And this was 


the only thing, which reſtor d the Life 
of Mankind, which by Sin was blotted 
out. The Parable of the Prodigal Son 
laid down in the Goſpel, is a particu- 
lar Inſtance, of what we are now ſpeak- 
ing; who after he had laviſhly ſquan- 
der'd away his Subſtance, * would 

atisfied his 
Hunger, with the Husk which the Swine 
Eat) return'd to his Father, confeſſing 
his Faults, and owning his Unworthi- 


* neſs of being called his Son: The com- 


paſſionate Father order'd the Servants 
forthwith to bring the beſt Robe and 
ut it on him, with a Ring on his 
Hand, and Shoes on his Feet, ſaying, 


' This is my dn who wns Dead, and is nom 
Alive; Loft. and is now Found : This is he, 


whoſe Separation from my Family, has 


made him Dead with us, he was forgot- | 


ten. 
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ten by us, and given over for loſt: But 1 | 


having now return'd, I will have Pity- | 
and Compaſhon on him; I will receive 
him for my own again, and he fhall 
live with us. And may not the ſame 


be ſaid concerning and Man? was 


not that Image, by which Man was 
made like unto God, by Sin quite blot- 
ted out and deſtroyed? Yet our merciful - 
Father took Pity and Compaſſion upon 
Loſt, or if I may ſay, Dead Mankind: 
for thro? the Death of his only begotten 
Son, and the Miſſion of the Holy Spirit, 
he reconcil'd us again unto him, and ſo 
Man revives and lives again: But if we, 
thro' a wilful Diſobedience of his Com- 
mands, contemn this Benefit, and ſtill 
perſiſt in Works of Iniquity, as does the 
Atheiſt, he will deprive us of this Felicity, 
and puniſh us with this ſort of Death cal- 
led $iritual Death, the Meaning of which, 
I hope, I have ſufficiently illuſtrated. 

Ihe ſecond Degree of 

Death, is an Inlet of thoſe The ſecond 
'Misfortunes, which pro- ere Pur 


: miſhment. ie 
ceed from the firſt, and is ” Mfitions 


generally the natural Effect of th Life. © 4] | 


of it. And this is a tem- | 
poral Puniſhment, as well as the other, 
which God ſends down to deſtroy the 
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Wicked, 
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or the Death of Afflictions. This is that 


And now forgive me my Sin only this once, 
and pray unto the Lord your God, that he 
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Wicked, becauſe it ſeizes them in this 
Life: And this is call'd Mors A ſictionum, 


Death, which Pharaoh complained of in 
the Eighth Egyptian Plague, when his 
Land was teftroyed with Graſhoppers. 
Therefore Pharaoh call'd for Moſes and 
Aaron in haſte, and ſaid, I have ſinned 
againſ? the Lord your God, and againft you : 


may take away. f16m me this Death only. The 
general Afﬀitions, which God ſends up- 
on the wicked and ſinful People, are 
Poverty, Shame, Sickneſs, or the like : 
For he will never let them proſper and 
thrive long, who ſo diſdainfully contemn 
his Holy Name. And when he afflicts 
ſuch Perſons, he often preſſes them down 
fo low. as never to riſe again, Croſſes to 
the-Wicked being their Confuſion : Do 
not we read, that God totally deſtroy d 
the- Government of the Fews for their 4 
Stubborneſs and Infidelity, ſo as never 
to reaſſume it again? And will he not 
do the fame unto us, when we in our 
Actions deny him, when he puniſh'd 
thoſe Favourites, whom once he ſo der- 
ly lov'd ? Did not God alſo deſtroy So- 
dom and Gomorrah, thro' the Bn of 

e. their 
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their Impiety and Wickedneſs? How ma- 
ny Inſtances might be brought to con- 
firm this; but every Perſon is an Eye 


witneſs of it himſelf: For we daily fee 
the Wicked in ſome meaſure or another 


afflicted for their former Sins; as the 


Extravagaut Man brought low in his 
Subſtance, the Intemperate Man weak in 


his Body, and many ſuch like Objects, 


which too often offer themſelves unto us. 
Every Cauſe has its natural Effect : And 
as ſure as Fire will conſume the com- 
buſtible Matter added thereto: So will 
Intemperance diſſolve and break the Fa- 
brick of our corruptible Bodies. And 


therefore God has ordain'd by way of 


Puniſhment to us in this lite, that Mi- 
{ery ſhall be the end of Sin and Wick- 
edneſs : Reaſonable is it, that every 
Action ſhould have its juſt and deferv'd 
Reward. Nor is it the general expecta- 
tion of Mankind, but an experienc'd 
Truth, that the Effect of Vertue is Hap- 
pineſs, but the End of Vice Deſtruction 
and Miſery. Nerd 

The third Degree of Death De Third 
is Natufal, which as ſome 2 Ro 
think, God inflicted upon wicked, r a 
Mankind for the Fall of our Natural 
Parents, believing Man Death. 


would 
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would have never Died, but been Tran- 


od. 
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flated to Heaven, had he kept his In- 
nocence. © This is a total Privation of 
Life in this World, a Diſ-union of the 
Soul from the Body; ſo that the latter 
returns to Duſt, as it was, and the for- 
mer to God that made it, to be A * 5 
of according to his Will and Plea ure ; 

which if liv'd well in this Life, ſhall 
enter into eternal Bliſs and Happineſs, 
but if wickedly, into everlaſting Puniſh- 
ment. But this being a Change which is 
common to all Men, an1 what leads to 


- Happineſs as well as Miſery ; to the Good, 


it is a Reward, and can only be a Tempo- 
ral Puniſhment to the Wicked : And 
therefore ſhall only obſerve how much 1t 
concerns every Man always to carry this 
great change in his Mind: A due Conſide- 
ration of this, would have ſuch an Influ- 
ence upon his Soul, as to make him tread 
in the true Paths of Vertue. A con- 

ſtant Meditation on this, would be ſuffi- 
cient to make him withſtand the moſt ſub- 
tle and crafty Temptations of the Devil. 
What Encouragement could Man have to 
commit any Sin or Wickedneſs, when 
with a ſerious Reflection he knows this 
will add to his Damnation? The Sins of 
Commiſſion, as well as Omiſſion, pro- 
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ceed from thoſo flight Thoughts, which 


Men have of leaving this World. The 
Hopes and Expectations, which Men have 


of a long Life, as common as are dange- 


rous: And therefore are too apt to blind 
themſelves: with thoſe fooliſn Thoughts 
of having time enough for Repentance. 
And thus do Men Sin in their Youth, re- 
ferving Repentance for Old Age. Miſe- 
rable is the Conſequence of this Folly; 
for altho Old Age muſt in courſe yield 
to the irreſiſtible Stroke. of Death, yet 
this often ſpares not the Young: For 


God who firſt gave our Soulunto us, has 


ſtill the Power to demand it, when he 
pleaſes. And it is not Youth or Strength, 
which is able to withſtand. his Will. 
And if God ſhould cut the Sinner off in 
his Touthful Days, as he often does; 
ſuch an Excuſe will be but. an '«ndiffe- 
rent Plea for ſo unpardenable a Preſump- 
tion. This will ſcarce free him from 
the fourth and conſummating Degree of 
Death, which is called Eternal. Ha- 
ving now ſhewn you wherein the Tem- 
poral Puniſhments of this World conſiſts, 
and that God doth puniſh the wicked 
and ſinful People in this World: I'ſhall 
now launch out into thoſe of the next,and 
endeavour to give you as clear an Ac- 
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f Puniſhment, 


1 after Death. 


—_— 


* 


The Miſeries which fol- 
low à ſinful © Life after 
Death, are much more grie- 
vous and burdenſonie, for 
they not laſt only fox a (er- 
tain time, as do * former, 
but dure for ever. This 
State conſiſts in a Privat ion 
of the chiefeſt Happineſs, and an In- 


| The fourth 
and laft ſort 
i the Miferies 


which follow 
as Frful Life 


troduction of the greateſt Miſery. This 


deprives Men of the higheſt Felicity, be- 
cauſe it eternally excludes them from 
the Communion of God and his Angels: 
For heſhall ſay to them on his leſt Hand, 
Depart from me je Curſod : And fo will 
conimit them over to the Devil and his 
wicked Spirits; which is the greateſt 
Miſery and Dots Into everlaſting 
Fire, prepar*d por the Devil and bis Au- 
gels, — 5. 41. St. Luke calls it a 


; Place of . St. Peter 2 Priſon in the 


igth verſ. of the 2d Chap. of his 1ſt 


5 Epiſtle. By which alſo he went 17 5 


reach'd unto the 'Syirits in Priſon. 

theſe Words will bear the 8 
on, which ſome Men have put upon 
them; that Chriſt, who from all Eterni- 
ty was Head and Governor of the 
Church, came in the Days of Noah, 


not Perſonally or Bodily, but in Spun, 
an 
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and Preach'd by the Mouth of Noah, tor 


the ſpace of a Hundred Years, to the 


Diſobedient, who becauſe they would not 
repent, are now therefore in Priſon or 


Hell, referv'd to the laſt Judgment. St. 


Fobn in his Revelation, a bottomleſs Pit, 
out of which aroſe Smoke, inſomuch that 


the Sun and Air were darken'd, and in 


21ſt Chap. and the 8th Perſe, he ſays that 
the Fearful and Unbelieving, and the Abu- 
minable, and Murtherers, and V horemongers, 


and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all Liars, 


ſhall have their part in the Lake, which 
burns with Fire and Brimſtone. Now, 


if the place of Puniſhment be repreſent- 


ed after ſo dreadful a manner; how grie- 
vous muſt the Sufferings of the Wicked 
be? For it is ſaid there ſhall be Weep- 
ing and Gnaſhing of Teeth, which are 
Symptons of the greateſt Grief and Sor- 
row. But alas, all will be in vain: For 
there is a Gulph between the determi- 


ned Places of Miſery and Happineſs, o- 


ver Which no one can paſs: As Abraham 
told he Rich Man in the Goſpel, when 
he was defir'd to dip his Finger in Wa- 
ter to cool his Tongue. But he faid, 
Bteewen you and- us there 1s a great Gulph 


Fed, ſo that they which would paſs from. 


hence to you cannot, neither can they come 
' 
R FO 


| as The Se Convided 3 Or, 
There is no Comfort 


n thence to us. 
for the Wicked in Hell; for when once 
the Soul of Man is fallen into the Pit 
of Deſtruction, twill be impoſſible to 
free himſelf from thoſe. eternal Puniſh- 
ments, which St. Fob calls the ſecond 
Death ; intimating thereby, that then 
God's 
that he has declar*d his final Sentence 
upon them, which being once - paſs'd, 


will be never recall d, or will there be 


any hopes of a Reprieve or Pardon for 
them. Then God will be inexorable, 
their Cries and Lamentations will avail 
nothing, their Supplicat ions and Entrea- 
ties will be all in vain, becauſe they re- 
tus'd the Opportunity given them in this 
Life: And when God was fo merciful 
to permit them Health and Strength, du- 
ring which they had time for Repentance; 
they inſtead of returning him T Banks, 
like ungrateful Men, contenm'd and de- 
ſpis'd him through their Actions. For 
lays Solomon, Becanſe T called, ye refuſed, I 
Dave fkretch'd ont my Hand, and none would 
regard, but ye haue d ſhiſed all my Conn:ſcl 
and would none of my Corredton. But 1ow 1 
will laugb at your - Deſtrut1o:, and mock, 


hen your Fear cometh. And tho” they call 


won ane, yet will Inot anſwer. Such will be 


Judgments are compleated, and 


3 


ever 
wher 


feel 


Beaſt 
digna 
arm' 
will 
their 
In ref} 


* 
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the Caſe of the Wicked in the next World. 
For altho* they call upon God, yet he 


will not hear: But now lets them know, 


how much they have abus'd. his merci- 
ful Kindneſs, and now moſt juſtly pu- 
niſhes their Ingratitude with everlaſting 


_ Miſery. He regards their Cries and La- 


mentations, their Entreaties and Sup- 
plications, as much as they did hereto- 
tore his Mercy to them. In what de- 
plorable and wretched State muſt theſe 
condemn'd Criminals be, when their un- 
happy Conſciences find no eaſe? for Tri- 
bulation and Anguiſh thall be upon the 
Soul of him that doth IIl, but to every 
Man that doth Good, fhall be Glory, 
Honour and Peas, which muſt certain- 
lv augment and increaſe the Sorrow of 
the Afflicted. They ſhall ſee the God- 
ly crown'd with everlaſting Glory, and 
every thing tending to their Happineſs , 
whereas on the contrary, the Wicked thall 


feel the Heaven and Earth, Sea and 


Beaſts. as it were, mov'd with fiery In- 
dignation inflam'd againſt them, and 
arm'd to their Deſtruction: I ſay, this 
will add to their Sorrow, and ing e 
their Affliction. Tho' this will be noche 
in reſpect to that inexpreilchle and ever- 


laſting 


_ 
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laſting Puniſhment, which will be infli- 


cted upon them. | 
It is objected by ſome, 


_ The Obje#i- that the Afflictions of the 
ane? Wicked will have an End, 


Eternity of 


the Puniſh and therefore are not eter- 


ments of the nal. And that the word 


next Life ta- Everlaſting or for Ever in 


ken off by A. B. 


Tillotſon. the Old Teſtament, only com- 


prehends a long Duration of 


Time. True it is, that ſach places may 


be found, where for Ever implies only a 


long Duration of Time: But that is no 


Argument it ſhould always have the like 
Signification; for God is ſaid to live for 
ever and ever: And no one can deny the 
Eternity of God, and his living for ever 
and without end. And yet theſe Men 
will allow the Happineſs of the next 
life to be endleſs, but not the Torments, 
altho* they are both expreſs'd by the 
fame ſignificant Word prefix'd to them, 
for Everlaſting and Eternal are tlie ſame. 


Toeſe ſhall go away into everlaſting Puniſh- 


ments, but the Righteous into Life Eternal. 


Abſurd is it to think, that God did not 


intend the ſame Duration of Time to 


bem. when he makes no Difference of Ex- 
preſſion between one and the other, 
But 


gu — 
te 


a. 
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But it is farther objected, + 
that tis inconfiſltent with This — j 
the Juſtice of God, to pu- 4 5 Dr. Tl. 
niſh thoſe Sins, which are lotſon. 
committed here in 4 ſhort © 
time, with everlaſting Punishment | 

But let it ſuffice inks to anſwer, that 
the Proportion of Penalties to Crimes, 
is not to be conſider d ſo much Jultice, 
as Prudence in the Law-giver: For if 
the Puniſhment of any Crime was 
to laſt no longer than the time it was 
committed, Sinners would commit as ma- 
47 well as great Sins, ſo ſoon as poſſi- 

bly they were FA that their Puniſh: 
ment * be ſo much the leſs and 
ſhorter. * But Human Laws are of that 
Force, for the better Security of Govern- 
ment, as for ever to diſable the publick 
Offenders of them by Death; gry it 
is but reaſonable : For Murder; a Sin 
ſoon committed, yet the Conſequence is | 
laſting ; for he who Kills a Man once, 
Kills im for ever, in Reſpect to this. 
World : And therefore *tis but juſt the 
Murderer ſhould be'puniſh'd according 
to the Effect and Conſequence of © the 
3 and that he be prevented, for ever, 
from committin M an Action again. 
And if it be juſtifiable in Man, thus - 
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30 Tpbe Sinner Convicted; or, 
act for un of Government, wh 
will not” the ſame Reaſon prevail wat 
Men, for God ſo to do, for the Preſerva- 
tion of his Law ? Indeed ſo far is it 
juſt, that God ſhould not puniſh all a- 
like; and therefore he Rath ſaid, ver, 
. be. beaten with many Stripes; they 
500 Sins are many and 1 and o- 
thers, whoſe Crimes are leſs, fall be beat- 
1th few. But certainly they, that 
break His Laws, he can, without any 
Injuſtice puniſh with everlaſting Tor- 
ment; for the leaſt Sin, without the 
Mercy of God, is ſufficient to exclude 
us tom the Communion of him, and his 


Angels | 


. *% 


theſe dreadful Puniſhments, work in usa 
true Repentance for our Sins pa- ſt, that 
we:may {ave our ſelves thro the Merits 
of Chriſt, our Redeemer. Let this ſtrike in 
our Minds a true Fear of offending God; 
fo that we may aniend our Lives for the 
future. For know this, O Man, that here- 


after there ſhall be no Opportunity of an 
4 | For then God will 
have declared his final Sentence upon 


Amendment of Life. 


the wicked, which being once palt, can be 
never recall d. 
No Prayers Le heard. Let us not ſay with 
8 | | OUT 


— . — — — 


Let then a ſerious Conſideration of 


No Promiſes will avail. 
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our ſelves, we have time enough to Repent, 
when decriped old Ages comes upon us, 
and we can Sin no more. This is a Provo- 
cation ta the higheſt Degree, and an un- 
pardonable Preſumption. But let us walk 
circumſpectly in all our Ways, fo that 
‚ we may not fear the Deſtruction of the 
8 Wicked, when it comes. But let the Lord 
b be for our Aſſurance, and be will preſerve uur 
t Feet from being taten. Let the Memor , 
y of that inextinguiſhable Fire, which 1s 
1 prepared for the Wicked, be ſo fix d in 
1e our Minds; that it may extinguiſh the 
de 
Us 
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Fire of our Luſtful and Carnal Deſires. | 1 
By whick we may ſo mort ify our Souls | 
* and Bodies in this World, as that they 7 
of may riſe to the Life, Eternal in the next; 
18 a Which God of his infinite Mercy and | 
hat Goodneſs grant they may, thro". Jeſus _ 
rats Ax iſt our Fd: Amen. LA 20 the VO! 
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rbe Fenitent. SAW 09 
© 19 "ot 3 
_ Sitiher by this Ums; Is ; i 
under what unhappy Circuniſtances 
He labours ; for all theſe Threatnings 


and Jud ments, the Curſes and Puniſh- 
ments, Which are laid before him in the 


N Chapter, are now like to 
ect and center in him. Theſe are to be 
His Portion, being what are reſervd and 
Sid up for him, till the the laſt Judg- 
ment, when Divine Juſtice; to his Sor- 
row, ſhall pay him the Debt. which for 
ſo long time before has been due to 
him : This muſt be his heavy Deſtiny, 
unleſs Repentance before his Death inter- 
poſes and diverts thoſe Judgments, which 
3nCourſe will be paſt on impenitent Sin- 
ners; for tho” God does threaten, yet 
he is not ſo oblig d to put it in Execution, 
as to make good his Pro- 
255 ſhop miſes. For he that promi- 
Aen. ſeth, pafſeth a Right to 
another, 


—_—_. th. 


Dh. 
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another, but he that» thzeatneth, nes 
the Right and Power of doing what. he 
pleaſes.” And therefore while God has re- 
ſerv d a Power in his own Hands, he may 
chooſe, whether he will execute it or no. 
And for our better Encouxagement; has 
promis d to detain hi Threat gings upon 
Repentance for Sins paſt, and. ſincere 
Obedience for the future. I the Wicked 
Man turneth away from bis Waickedneſs, that 


be hath - committed, and doth, that whach..zs 


lawful and'righty be ſhall fave his Soul alive... 
Now, the great Care and Willmgnels, 


that was in our Saviour to bring Men 
over to Repentance, is evident from that 


Moderation, which he order d to be uſed 


towards Sinners by thoſe who ſhould 


heal their Wounds; and a ſharp Repre-„ 
henſion to ſuch who, by ſevere Threat- Wl 


nings detain Sinners of a mild Diſpoſi- 
tion from Repentance. And therefore 


St. Faul having ſent from Miletus to | 


Epbeſus, and had called the Elders:of the 
Church, he told them, He had kept n- 
profitable into them ʒ 
that be had teſtified: both to Jew and Greek, Re- 
ance towards God, Faith toward our 


hortation, with the Promufes of Salvation 
on the ſame, was what the Minds uf Men 


Lord Feſws Chriſt. Knowing that mild Ex- 
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with Patience could bear: Whereas an im- 

portunate Rigour, and fevere Threats, 
would terrify and keep them off from 
Repentance. Our Saviour himſelf came 
down from Heaven to bring back the 


| boſt Sheep; and recover thoſe that 
bad deviated*froAThe right Way: And 


therefore fiith, Come unto me, all ye that 
are beavy laden, and I will refref / 
He taketh off the Yoke from them that 
are heavy laden, and doth not exclude 
and calf them off. He choſe ſuch Diſ- 
ciptes, who” were to be Imerpteters of 
His Will, as by mild Exhortation ſhould 
gather together his featter'd Sheep; and 
mot - by ſevere Threatnings keep them 
back from Repentance. They are not 
to de reckoned amongſt Chriſts Diſti- 
ples, who inſtead of bis Gracidus Pro- 
miſes, utter out heavy Sayings; and for 
14 i mild Perſwations, pronounce eternal Dam- 
| 15 nation. This can in no meaſure draw: 
| „ Menofa mild Temper from Sin, but rather 
1 
| 
| 
: 
| 


tfrighbten, and make them afraid. The 
J greateſt Singer, upon Repentance, ſhall 
1 | obtain Remiſſion; and for a full Aſſurance 
of this, Chriſt hath commanded! his Mi- 


niſters to declare Abſolution to them 


— 4 tho truly . are ſome! 
who reſerve this Officeto God atone, whoſe” 
11 2 SUCH IX. L im- 
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immediate Power it is to forgive Sins. 
But our Lord hath given a peculiar Order 
to his Diiciples for this Purpoſe, and in 
theni to the Miniſters of the Church: 
Receive ye the Hoh 8 and whoſ- foever. 
Sins ju remit, they ſhall emitted: Aud 
whoje ſoruer Sins ye dei all be detain- 
ed. Who then honouret hs Maſter's Will; 
he that obeyeth his Command, or he that 
reſiſteth? To Peter he gave the Keys of Hea- 
ven, ſo that what ſocver het loojed on Earth, was 
loofed in Heaver. And what foever be bound on. 
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| Earth, was. alſo bound in Heaven. From th 
whence it appears, that God has given 
Power to hisMin'fters to abſolve, and in his Wl 
| Name to declare Remiſſion of Sins. Bat 1 bal 
| this on Condition of Repentance ' (oy 
4 That Sinners upon Repentance ſhall 11 
— be ſav d, is further cleared from the End i It 
— of our Saviour coming into the World. 
T which was not to call the Juſt, but Sin- | F 
* ners to Repentance. He who believethin WA 
* the Son, ſhall haue eternal Life; but whoſoever: | 
of” is incredulous, ſhall not fee "Life, but the 
le * rath of God Hall remain in him. That 
ny is, whoſoever upon plain and evident. 
Proof will not be convinc'd of his Sins, 
and repent, but continue obſtinate and 
ſtubborn: Such a one ſhall not be a ; 
ceiv'd into the Fellowſhip of Salvation, 
D4 - wheren 
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56 The Sinner Cunuicted; or, 
wherein the true and only Life conſiſts, 


but the Wrath of God ſhall remain in 
him and will he at laſt put his Jadgments 


in Execution againft him. I am the Light 
of the World, (faith our Saviour) whoſo- 


ever bclievcth ug Hall not abide in Dark- 
eſs. His Eraſe be amended, and 
his Faults cored. and then will he keep 
the Laws of God. The Lord willeth not 


the Death of a Sinner, but that he ſhould 


turn from his evil Ways, and be fav'd- 


And therefore, as I ſaid before, Chriſt 


came not te call the Righteous, but Sin- 


ners to Repentance. Twould not be fo agre- 
able to Divine Juſſ ice, at leaſt to infirite 


Mercy, to puniſh them with everlaſting 
Puniſhment, who afterwards will obey 
the Ordinance of God. And therefore 
as tis ſaid, I they profane my Holimſt, 
and keep not my Commands, I will viſit their 
Immuities with a Rod: So on the other 
Hand, F ve turn away from the Wickedneſs 
which v bave committ-4> and do that which is 
Imyful and right, our Souls ſhall be ſaw'd alive. 
There is a Difference between thoſe, who 
always” defer their Obedience to the 


41} 


Divine Conimands, and ſuch who; 
any Miſtake or ſtrong Temptation 


| if FT Sin. He then who knoweth the Will 


bis Father, and doth it not, ſhall be bea- 
, ten 
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The Vanity of Atheiſm Diſplafd. 5 1 
ten with many Stri Int I be knows not! - | 
ſhall he beuten with ow 3 ani be believes, = 
ſhall be rectiu d. For God thal \ 8 
Son whom he loveth;and whom he chaſti- 
ſeth.will he not deliver unto Death. Since 
then our Saviour and his es did 
Preach Repentanca to all, and did likes bf 
_ give A — | 
epent, we may ercie 
of God lelanling our ſelves from I 
. Vice and Sin, to Vertue and Gadlineſs. 
. St. Paul knew our Saviour would be more If 
offended at the Severity, than Mercy H Wil 

? his Diſcaples:: And therefore was it wit 
a conſtant Endeavours;to bring Men over tu WH 
: the Goſpel by mild and gentle Arguments 8 
7 
E 


And when Fames and ubs wauld have Wi 
commanded Fire from Heaven, todleſtroꝶ 11 


. thoſe who would nat receive qur Lord 

7 our Saviour confuted them, fhying, u 

8 knew not of what Spirit ye art; he & o IM 
ſs Man came not to deſtroy, but fave, Fe are 
* not of my Spirit; who keep back my Cle 

TA mency, deny my Mercy, and exclude 

0 Sinners from Repentande. From whence 

La we may fee, how mertiful cur Saviour is3 


and that the vileft Sinner, upon a heartys Wt 
and ſincere Sorrow forins ow mall ba 
acceptable to Gd. 
1 the e Anzetbdmerit of 7 
Ds Lite, 
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Life, ſhalbbe forgiven,” | 
—ů— 7 | er 1 
1H0d0M.-0 Won i at | 5 . 3.2. 
Noi, by To Kingdom of Heaven is meant 
the Grack of God, which came with the 
Goſpel, and therefore is now) at hand. 
This Henefit is ommunicated to all; 
for as hriſt Died for all, ſu hath he offer d 
Grace to every one, ho will receive it 
and be ſaved: For by the Kingdom of 
God, which he taught to be at hand, is 
meant Forgiveneſs of Sins, Salvation and 
Life; and therefore bids us repent, be- 
cauſe: Repentance muſt go before, and is 
in order to dur Remiſſion; for without 
this, can be no Forgiveneſs. Our Savi- 
aur declares, that the Mercies of God are 
open d in him; and when Men are op- 
preſſed and wearied, then thould they 
turn unto him, and be refreſned; and to 
this purpoſe ſays, Come unto me, al ye that 
are beaby laden, and Iwill refreſh you. Thele, 
and the like Promiſes, hath; Chriſt laid 
gown; and herein muſt we confide. In 
the Goſpel, is the Doctrine of our Salvati- 
on made dear; and if we expect to be fas 
ved. we muſt repent and believe the ſame. 
Chriſt bath brought Life and Immortality ta 
Light thro the Goſpel. And this, is always 
ready and at hand, and with this, does 
* ( 6 E 
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n is further evident 
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the Grace of, God join and co-operate z; 
aud, this, Sinners themſelves me 
upon their Reformation: For they who. 
before were wicked and diſobedient, ſer- 
ving divers Luſts and Pleaſures, now - 
bound in Acts of Charity and Goodneſs 
one towards another; They do not xa iſe 


* 


Strife and Contention, but endeavouſ to 
preſerye Peace and Quietneſs, they fell 
not with Pride and Vain-glory, but are 
gentle and meek ; They are of Long: ſuffe- 
rance and Forbearance, not provoking and 
envying one another: Ju a word, they 


crucify the Fleſh with all its Aﬀections, 


and truly walk in the Spirit. They who, 


before were Profligates, are now, of the. 


Number of thoſe, which-St. Peter calls 2, 
Choſen Generation, a Royal Pric/t-hood, a He- 
ly Nation, a Peculiar People, 


| who hath 11 7 | 
ed forth the Praiſes of bim that hath c. led. j 


them out of Darkneſs, into bis marvellous 
Light. Such is the happy, Conſequence of, | 
a true and hearty Repentance, that they 4 


need not fear, but the Kingdom of Hear 


ven is at hand; that is, the Grace f 


Chriſt, Forgiveneſs MSins, and Eternal 
Salvation will be granted to à ſincers 
Convert, it being 1o agrecable to ay E. 
vangelical Work, it ſuits and propogates 
the Goſpel. For theſe Promiſes of Ab- 
folution 
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60 - The Sinner Conuicted; or, 
| Tolution, are Encouragements to bring 
Men over to the Chriſtian Religion, who 
| otherwiſe would perſift in their Diſobe- 
| dience. Men would never abandon their 
Laſts, deny themſelves of thoſe Pleaſures, 
Which they ſo much defire to enjoy, was 
it not in Hopes of receiving thoſe Pro- 
miſes made over to them in the Goſpel. 
And our Saviour, who beſt knew how to 1 


1 
retrieve his loſt Sheep, hat h promis'd the of 
Kingdom of Heaven to all, who truly re- E 
. . This 1s what our Saviour himſelf on 
Wi! reach d, whilſt on Earth, and what the we 
NET Apoltle himſelf did, after his Refur- 10 
5 | | _ Tection. That he was raiſed up by God, an 
de give to Iſrael Repentance and Forgive- tie: 
. I | nels of Sins; and therefore Repentance par 
f j ' and For iveneſs is Preached in the Name wh: 
war of Chrilt; and herein have we an] un- as 
Hl {| doubted Hope. mu! 
. | 1 Since Scripture and Reaſon doth con- 1 
Vince us, that Contrit ion for Sins paſt, and 
ad Obedience for the Time to come, and ther 
877! the Merits of Chriſt, which on theſe Con- 
4 | * eitions are granted will reconcile us to 
1 God; I ſhall in the next place diſcloſe 
11 


the Nature of Repentance, and ſhew where- 
in this Duty conſiſts, that you may qua- 
ST: bify your Mind for the Performanceof it, 
cer otherwiſe I have labour d to no "RR 
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by endeavouring te convince your Judg- 
ment, and bring over Four Affection to 
what you know nothing of: Repentance 
then, to take it in its full Latitude, is to 
put off the old Man, and become a new - 
Creature: tis a total Reformation of Life, 
by which the Sinner does reſolve to for- 
ſake all manner of Wickedneſs, and live 
ö in a ſtedfaſt Faith, and conſtant Obedi- 
a ence to the Commands of God : For the 
- End of Repentance is, to obtain Remiſſi- 
f on of Sins and eternal Life; and before 
e 
4 


we gain fo great a Point, we muſt per- 
form every indiyidual Part of our Chriſt: 


I, an Duty, wherein Faith and the other Du- 
e- ties muſt be included: Tis not only a 
ce particular, but univerſal forſaking of Sin, 
ne which makes us acceptable to God: For 
n- as he is Pure and Holy himfelf,, ſuch 

muſt we be. in order to be Candidates 
n- for the Fellowſhip of Salvation. Light 
11,008 and Darkneſs my as ſoon come toge 
nd . ther, as Righteouſneſs- and Impurity be 
on- conſiſtent, for the one deſtroys the other: 
to We muſt depart from all manner of Sin, 
ole before we can come to God. Andto this 
ere- Purpoſe, Iſaiah ſays, Waſh ye, and make ye 
ma- cleam; put away the Evil of your Doings from 
Fit, before mine Eyes : Which ſheys God's Aver- 
ole, * ſion 


— — 
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ſion to any fort of Evil, .and.conſequent- 
- by fo long as any abides in us, gur Acts 
of Goodneſs will never be accepted. And 


in the ſame manner he goes on, Cæaſe to 


do. Edil; and then let our Wickedneſs be 
never ſo Great, it. ſhall be forgiven. Tho 
your Sius le as Scarlet, yet they Hall be as 
M bite as Suom; tho they be Red li le Crim- 
fon. they ſball be as Nl. From the pre- 
ceding Words, tis evident, that all man- 
ner ot Uncleanneſs muſt be done away; 
What Sins we have committed, nut be 


throughly purged from us, no Reliques 


muſt be left behind, but we muſt be Pure 
all over, Body as well as Saul. And 
therefore, as St. Paul ſays, Ve muſt follow 
after | Holineſs, we muſt purſue and endea- 
von to, obtain it, and ncver- ceaſe till, we 
baye it We mult, according to our ut- 
molt Abilities, preſerve our ſelves. from 
Sin and Wickedne's, and let nothing, but 
what in it ſelf is abſolutely Good, abide 
in us. By. theſe Means will our Repen- 
tance be hearty and ſincere, and our good 
Works will be acceptable to God our 
Heavenly Father. 

This 1s the full Extent of Repentance, 
and muſt we fulfil this Duty before we 
enter into the Divine Favour ;. And in 


this 


of 
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this Senſe it is well adapted to our Practi- 
cal Atheift, For he, who has lived in 
an open Defiance of Omnipotence, and 
conſequently has tranſgreſſed all thoſe 
Laws as are founded upon that Autho- 
rity, muſt make an univerſal Change of 
Lite, to become a fit Veſſel to receive the 
Grace bf God. And tho' we may find 
this Duty differently expreſſed in Scrips- 
ture, yet do theſe various Expreſſions all 
center in this general Concluſion, name- 
ly, To depart from Evil, and do Good. Some- 
times Repentance is called Renovation, 
or Renewing of our Minds, as St. Paul 
calls it in the 12th Chapter to the Ro- 
nam and 2d Verſe : And be not conform'd 
to this World , but be ye transformed by the 
Renewing ' of. your Mind, that ye may prove 


what is the good, and acceptable, and per fact 


Mall ef God. In another place, he calls 
the Penitent a new Creature, 2 Cor. 5. 17. 
Therefore if any Man be in Chriſt, be is a 


nem Creatin'? 4 old things are paſt away, all 


things ave become new, i. e. our old habi- 
tual Sins muſt be left and forlaken, they 
niuſt paſs away from us, we muſt have 
another Form and Method of Living, ſo 
as to become new Creatures, before we 
can have any Being in Chriſt. In 
another placè it's called Converſi- 
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on, Jr. turning from what we are. 
Thus Hun told Agrippa; when he was gi- 


ving him An Account of his Converſion, | 
that after Chriſt had manifeſted himſelf 


unto him, our Saviour further told him, 
that as he had delivered him from the 
People to the Gentiles, ſo he would ſend 
him to convert them, and bring them o- 
ver to Repentance: And in order to this, 
he was to open their Eyes, and TURN them 
from Darkneſs to Light, that they may re- 
ceive Forgiveneſs of Sins, &c. Ads 26. 18. 
which pre- ſuppoſes Repentance, which 
according to the preceeding Words, did 
conſiſt in turning from Darkneſs to Light. 
For except we are Regenerated and Born 
a neu, we cannot inherit the Kingdom 
of Heaven. This our Saviour told i- 
codemns, Verily, verih, I ſay into yon, ex- 
cept a Man be Born again, be cannot ſee the 
Kingdom of God, Fobn 2.3. Tho' ſome may 
ſay, this was ſpoken in reſpect to Bap- 


tiſm, yet if we conſider, that: in former 


Days, upon the firſt Embracing of Chri- 
ſtianity, that Adult Perſons, as well 
as Infants, were Baptiſed; fo in thoſe 
Days, Repentance and Faith were ne- 
ceſſary to Baptiſm. And I am ſure, it 
muſt be the Spirit and Grace of God, 
which did regenerate and make them 


NEW 
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new Creatures; Creatures fit for Repen- 
tance, Faith, and Baptiſm,” as it rege- 
nerates and makes us neœ Creatures, when 
after. our Baptiſm, we lapſe and fall in- 
to Sin; for by gur own Nature, we can 
never recover our ſelves, So by our Re- 
pentance, and a freſh Supply of the holy 
Spirit, we muſt be Regenerated and Born 
a-new, before we can inherit the King- 
domof God. Having now ſhewn where- 
in Repentance doth conſiſt; the next thipg 
proper for a Sinner after Conviction, is 

in form himſelf of the Nature of Faith, 
and what Belief in Chriſt is neceſſary to 
Salvation. And for this Purpoſe, I have 


added a ſhort Expoſition. on the Creed; 


collected from an Orthodox d Writer of 
the Church of England. OO 
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An' Expoſition on tbe 
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Article I. I Believe. 


AS the Word Credo, I Believe, giveth 
-a Denomination to the whole Con- 


fellion of Faith, from thence commonly 
called the Creed, fo is the fame Word to 


be imagined, not to:ftand only where it 
1s expreſſed , but to be carried through 
the whole Body of our Confeſſion; for 
although it be but twice ——_ muſt 
we conceive it virtually prefixed to the 
Head of every Article. 

The Words. I Believe, admit of a three- 
fold Conſideration. Firf, As it ſuppo- 
ſeth Belief or Faith, which is confelled. 
Secondly, As it is a Confeſſion or External 
Expreſſion of that Faith ſo ſuppoſed. 
Thrrdly, As both the Faith and Confeſſion 
are of neceſſary and particular Obliga- 
tion. 


. 


Belief 


2 
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Belief in general, I define to 
be an Aſſent to that which Fh defined. 
is Credible, as Credi bleme. 
Aſſent is an Habit of Underſtanding, by 
which it receiveth, acknowledges and 
embraceth a thing as a Truth. Aſſent 
15 often applied to any thing which ig. 
done as a Man trhen he fees any Action, 
he Aſſents to the thing, becauſe he ſaw. 
the Action: But this is not Faith, but 


Slf-evidence: Again, ot her things, tho“ 


perhaps not immediately apparent, may 
yet appear moſt certain and evident 
true, by an immediate and neceſſary 
Connexion with ſome thing knoun 
before; for every natural Cauſe actu- 
ally implied, dot h neceſſarily produce its 
own natural Effect, and every natural 

Effect depending on it. By theſe Ways 
do we, by proceeding from Principles e-. 
vidently known by Conſcquences, cer- 
tainly concluding, come to the Know-. 
ledge of Propoſitions in the Mathematicks, 

whach-Conclitſions are not credible, but 
ſcientifical, which is not Faith, but Sci-! 
ence. Another thing, is Probability which 


leaves a Poſſibility of Falſhood with it, 


and therefore doth: but incline to an Af. 
ſent: This is Opinio and not Faith, when 
L Vu lic 1298410 7 | a 


4 1 


- 
4 — oem Proc. Ce EEE —— —-—:S² —ͤ— 
—— Val 


1 
— 


G Balief. | — 


— — — <a — —ñä— — — 


68 The Stamer Convified; or, 


any thing appeareth to us true, not by 
2 Manif ation, but Atteſtation of the 


Truth, and ſo moveth us to Aſlent, not 


of it ſelf, but by virtue of the Teſtimony 


given to it: This is ſaid to be credible,” 


which is in the proper Notion of Faith or 


a The Authority of - Teſti- 
of Belief. mony, relies upon that of 
v * the Teſtifier, which . 
in Ability and Integrity: In Ability, 
becauſe a Teſtifier —— 4 be well qua- 
Iiſied in thoſe things he teſtifies, elſe by 
his Ignorance, he may tell us Falſhoods 
for Truth. Integrity is required, leſt 
through liis Diſtioneſty, he deceives us. 


Teſtimony is two-fold , Hunian and D 


vine,” Human Faith is an Aſſent to any 
thing credible, meerly upon the Teſti- 
mony of Men. 4 7d 


D ,, Divine Faith, is Aſſenting 
lad. unto ſomething, as credible 
Ai upon the Teſtimony of God. 


This Aſſent is the higheſt Faith, becauſe 
it is grounded upon the Teſtimony of 


God, Which is infallible. Thus could 


Balaam tell Balak, Numb. 27. 19. God ts 
not a Man, that he ſhould Lie. And a bet- 
ter Prophet confirmed the ſame Truth to 
Saul, The Strength of Iſrael will not Lie, 


2 — — 


ANA — 


— —— — 


Samuel 


Samuel 15. 29. Nor is this only proved 
by Scripture, but by ſeveral Argu- 


nients drawn from Human Reaſon. That 


his Wiſdom his Infinite, is proved by 
that Say ing, The Lord is a God of Know- 


ledge. 1 Sam. 2. 3. ſo that he cannot be 


deceivecc. | 
Secumlly, The Juſtice: of God, is equal 


to his Knowledge; nor is his Holineſs 


inferior to his Wiſdom. 4 God of Truth, 
ſaith Moſes, and without Ini quity, Fuſt and 
Right ts be, Numb. 32. 4. From which 


Internal, Eſſential, and Infinite Rectitude, 


Gobdneſs and Holineſs, followeth an Im- 
poſſibility to declare or deliver that for 
Truth, which he knoweth not to be 
true. And why ſhould we think, that 
God: ſhould deceive us, when it will be 
of no Advantage to him; for we depend 
on him, not he on us? 

Now, being Credibility is founded up- 
on the Teſtiniony of God, we muſt un- 
derſtand how this Teſtimony is given to 
thoſe Truths, which we now believe. To 
which End it will be neceſſary to give 


Notice; that the Teſtimony of God is not - | 


given unto Truths, before queſtioned and 
debated; nor are they ſuch things as are 
firſt propounded and doubted of by Man, 
and then reſolved and confirmed by in- 

5 $5 terpoling 
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To is then ſaid to Witneſs when he pro- 


gufſtel. 


T * Author i- 


Fa, 4 himſelf, namely the Prophets, and 
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erpoſing the Authority of God: But 


pounds, and his Teſtimony is given, by 


way of Revelation, which is nothing, 
elſe but the Delivery or Speech of God 


unto his Creatures. 

„ Divine Revelation is ei- 
ther Mediate or Immediate. 
A Mediate Revelation, is 

theComveyance of the Coun- 
ſel of God unto Man by Man. Imme- 
diate is, when God himſelf ſpeaks to Man. 


By this he ſpake to the Prophets, by the 


Divine -Reve- 
lation diftin- 


former in the inn and by enen 


unto us. 
Thi to ** Gad did 


immediately ſpeak himſelt, 
or by an Angel repreſent- 


7 of Divine 
E 
ing God, did by vertue bf 


velation. 


the ſame Revelation, perceive, now and 


aſſure themſelves, that he which ſpake to 
them, was God; elfe Abrabam err not 
have Hain his Son: or have been conmend- 
ed for ſuch a, Reſolution, had not he been 
aſſured, that it was God who commanded 


it. And thus by Faith Noah, being wart 


ed of Got, prepared an 22 "Now othely 
Perſons who were immeuiately inſpired 
by the Word of God, Gelivered ta thein 


tholy 


_ — 
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thoſe who knew the Will of the Father by 
our Saviour's revealing it to them, name- 
ly the Apoſtles. Theſe Perſons we ought 
to believe, becauſe they did ſuch miracu- 
lous things, as never Men could do. Thus 
the Ifraelites believed Moſes, becauſe they 
ſaw the Rod, and ſaw what might 
things he did, when he ſtretched forth 
his Hand, and the Waters were all ga- 
thered together hen he brought the Chil- 
dren of * out of the Land of E- 
Opt. And then for the Apoſtles, they 
curd the Sick, gave Sight to the Blind, 
Se. Who therefore can doubt of the 
Veracity of theſe Holy Men? and for the 
Foundation of the Church, left their 
Writings behind them. Now, therefore 
the true Nature of the Faith of a Chri- 
ſtian, as the State of Chriſt's Church now 
ſtands, and ſhall continue unto the End 
of the World, conſiſts. in this” that 1 
is an Aſſent unto Truth, credible upon 
the Teſtimony of Gad delivered unto us, 

x the Writings of the, Apoſtles and Pro- 
phets. $ Fe 
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that 


- any of Truth contained in Jrheſe 


| His Exiſtence 


8 Tb Shiner ConiAed , 0 or 


7 Believe in God. 


TOW theſe Words 7 Be- 
lieve in God, will re- 
e a double Confiderati- 


ae. 


ir 
on, one of 5 Phraſe or Manner of 
Speech; for Credere illi, eſt Credere vera 
Wo) Toquitur, Credere illum, vedere, quiz 
Deut eff, 


Credere in im, diligere ihm. 

Another of the thing, or the Nature of the 

Truth in that manner expreſſed, as, I Be. 

leve in God: And this It I take for a ſuffi 

cent 5 oa of the Phraſe, I Bolieve 
j 8 


As * the Matter of 


Words ſo explained, it ad- 
mits a three-fold Conſideration. Firf, 
The Notion of a God, what is here un- 
derftood by that Name ; the Name of 
God is attributed to many, but is here 
to be underſtood the G of Gods. The 
Lord our God, is God of Gods, and Lorg of 
Lords, Deut. 10. 179. 

Secondly, The Exiſtenci of 
a God, how we know or be- 
lieve that he is. We know 
that every thing, which has a Being here, 
muſt have aJBeginning. Now, if it has 


CELL EL. 


know 
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a Beginning, it mult have it from ſome- 
thing before; but that which gave the 
firſt Beginning to all things, muſt pro- 
ceed from Eternity, and he muſt have no 
Beginning; for if ſo, he muſt have a 
Beginning from ſomething elſe, and ſo he 
can't be firſt Creator, and ſo ad infnitum. 
Another thing is, that all Nations do ac- 
knowledge ſome Divinity to ſomething 
or another, let them be never to Barbarous, 
and therefore let this be ſome Reaſon; 
for it would be a ſtrange thing that all 
Mankind ſhould be deceiv'd. The Works of 
God, are ſtrong and irreſiſtible Arguments, 
namely, our Creation and Dependency on 
him, the Uniformity of the World, and 
many other things. 
Third, The Unity of God 
in that, though there be 
Gods many, and Lords ma- 
ny, yet in dur Creed we mention him 
but as one, the Unity of the God-head will 
eaſily appear as neceſſary as the Exi- 
ſtence. The Nature of God conſiſts in this, 
that he is the prime and original Cauſe of 
all things, andif fo. there can't be twoprime 
and original Cauſes, and fo can't be two 


The Unity of 
Cod proved. 


g here Gods. And beſtdes God is faid to govern all 
it has things according to his free Will; and it 


PR >" 3 4 


ther ewere more Governors than one, there 
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would be a Deſtruction of God's ruling 
according to his free Will; and beſides, 
we have a ſevere Command againſt Plu- 
rality of Gods: Thou ſhalt worſhip the 
Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve. 
11 It is neceſſary to believe 
Lhe Neceſſity bebe 0 7 th 
of beljeving in there is a God, for without 
God this, can be no Divine Faith. 
' Secondly,” That thereby we 
may acknowledge ſuch a Nature extant, 
as is worthy. of, and may juſtly chal- 
lenge from us the higheſt Worſhip and 
Adoration ; for it were vain to be Reli- 
gious, and pay Adoration to nothing. 
wap It is neceſſary to believe 
«4 2 the Unity of the God-head, 
de God-ead. that we may know where 
to fix our Worſhip, for if we 
Mould apprehend more Gods than one, 
J know not what could determinate us, 
in any Inſtant, to the actual Adoration 
of one. | 
Without this Acknowledgment, we can- 
not give unto God the. things* which 
are God's, it being part of the Worſhip 
and Honour due unto God, to accept 
of no Cons- partner with him. 
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J Believe in God the Father. 
A Fter the Conſeſſion of a Deity, and 
Aſſertion of the Unity, the next Con- 
ſideration is concerning God's Paternity, 
For that one God is Father of all, aud to us 
there is but one God, the Father, Eph. 4. 6. 
I Cor. 8. 6, ny __ 
God's Paternity in a borrow'd or me- 
taphorical Senſe, is founded rather upon 
Creation, than Procreation. God is our 
Father, as he preſerves us. | 
God is our Father, as we are born of 
: him; Except a Man be born again, be 
; cannot ſee the Kingdom of God, John 
. 3. 3. This Paternity proceeds from Spiri- 
e 


tual Regeneration, 
. Tis neceſſary to believe 
„ I God to be our Father, for Go 9 
1 on this is grounded all our Farber. 


filial Fear, Honour, and OO. 
bedience dueunto him upon this Relation. 
Second iy, In this conſiſts the Lite of our 
Devotions, the Expectat ions of all our 
Petitions, when we Tay, Our Father. 
Thirdly, By this we ſweeter all At 
flictions with the Name and Nature 
of Fatherly Corrections. Ve have had 
Fathers of our Flaſi, which corrected us, and 


76 The Sinner Convifted'; or, + 
we gavs them Reverence ; ſhall we not much ra- 
ther be in Subjetion.to the Father of Spi- 
rits, aud live? eſpecially, when they chaſten d 
Hs afte⸗ their OWN Pleaſure; but he far our Prc- 
fit, that we might be Partakers of Lis Holineſs. 
Lash, The fame Relation ſtrong- 
iy inferreth an ablolute . Neceſſity of 


"our Imitation, it being clearly vain 


to aſſume the Title of Son without any 
Similitude of the Father. So neceſſary 
is this Faith in God, as in our Father, both 
for Direction to the belt of Actions, and 


for Conſolation in the worſt of Conditions. 


W Now we proceed to the Fa- 
_ — wha of theras touching his onlybe- 
n gotten Sonſeſus. Now, there 
remains one thing, which is the Priority of 


the Paternity and his Greatneſs, This we 


muſt all allow, for our Saviour was born 
of a Woman, and therefore he was after 
God, touching his Manhood. The Father 
25 greater than the Son, becauſe he de- 
rives his Eſſence from the Father, the 
Father deriving his Eſſence from himſelf. 


This is to be underſtood excluſtyely, be- 


cauſe to ſay a Derivation, from : hun; 
ſelf, is as it were, a Contradiction, but he 
Dad his Exiſtence from ns other Perſon. 
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*Tis neceſſary to believe W 
the Priority of the Father Te Nerefity” 


a for the ' avoiding the Mul- % rome” 
F tiplication and Plurality of 53% 2062 F 

;. Gods. For if there were b 
| more than one, which were from none, it ⁵⁶ 
3. could not be denied, but there were more 
of Gods than' one. u 

in Secondly, Tis neceſſary to believe this in 

7 the Father, becauſe our Salvation is pro- 

ry pounded to us by an Acceſs unto the 

th Father. We are all fallen from God, and 

nd we muſt come unto him again under 

ns. the Notion of the Father; and there is 

Fa- no other Perſon can bring us to the Fa- 

be- ther, but the Son of the Father, Eph, 2. 18. 

ere i 

85 T believe in God the Father Al. 

orn | M1 ghty. 

fter | 

ther HE Word which we 2 | 

de- tranſlate Almighty, r was 

the Þ which was beſt interpreted by 

elf. the ancient Greeks, was often uſed for the 


be- Title of God, the Lord of Hoſts, which ſig- 
him: | nafies the Rule and Dominion which God 
it he bath over all: Sometimes-for his Name 
on. Shaddai, which ſignifies the Strength, PO. - 
6 er, and Force, bywhich-he is able to perform” If 
all things. E 3 This 


— — — — — — — — — 
— — 2 — — _ — — — 3 * ** 
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This Belicf is neceſſary to 


e et in us a lawful Re- 2 
Lia ” _ ar. cb of his Maj-ſty, and F 
entire Subjection to his Will. For if God 8 
be our abſolute Lord, and we his Ser- 1 
vants, we ought to do what he com- C 
TH mands us. en L t. 
3 Secondly, Twill make us patient in our L 
Sutterings, as knowing that he, who is tl 
abſolute Lord, cannot abuſe bis Power. l. 
He, whoſe Will is a Law to us, cannot a 
do any thing unwiſe or unjuſtly, Iſa. 45. h: 
| | 9. Hal. 36. 9. . 10 


| | Thirdly, "Twill make us prize the Be- 
nnefits we receive from God, when we 
conſider his Dominion and Power, that 
be, who is fo high above us, ſhould be ſo 
EKind to us, who are fo much below him. 


| | 
a t 

ö Maker of Heaven and Eatth. | = 
j | 1ig 

| (| F OR the full Explication of this, I ſhall Wo 
| | fifft declare theLatitude of theObyec, ctio 
What things are comprehended under the was 
| | Terms of Heaven and Earth. S:condly,To ſtoo 
expreſs the Nature of the Action, the true not! 
Notion of Creation, by which they were Few: 
made. Thridly, Denionſtrate the Perſon to to he 
if whom this Operation is aſcrib d.. thee, 


As 


LP * 


er 


— — 
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As to the firſt, concern- iar zb, 
ing the Terms of Heaven 3, Rr r | 
and Earth, to be ſure, is proven + ante M8 
underſtood everything that Earzh, 
is in the univerſal. World, | 
Celeſtial as well as Terreſtrial, alt. 
things which are contain'd in the whole 
Univerſe, things viſible and inviſibe, ſo- 
that nothing is to he exempted, but God 
hinifelt, who made all things: And for 
a furt her Teſtimony of this Work, we 
have the Word of the Apoſtle, 1 700. 
10. 3. The World; was made by bim, 
and in more plain Words, Al thiygs 
were made by him, and without him was 
not any thing made that was made. Proofs of 
Scripture, Ads 17. 24. Col. 1. 16. | 

Now we come to the Na- 75 51 | 
ture of the Action, how n! . | 
this World was made, and {48 
this was by Creation, which altho' it 
ſignifies often {ynony moully, and put to 
Words that ſignify any kind of Produ- | 
ction, or Formation of any thing that 
was before, yet here it is to be under- 


ſtood, that the World was made out of 


—— — 
2 


— — — 


— — 
ä—ͤ——— — UP—:̃— — 


' \ 


nothing. TheOpinion of the Church of the 
Jens, will appear in that Zealous Mother | | 
to her ſeventh and youngeſt Son: I beſtech | lj 
thee, my Son, look upon the Heaven and the | 

| Ns Earth, | | 


1 


l of Gen. 


Cx ine. 


Creation, is molt properly effectual to- 


* 
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Earth, and all things that are therein. and 
confider that he made them of things that 
were uct, Mat, 7. 28. Heb. 11. 3. But how 
he made them of nothing, was by 
his Word, and thus we read, through Faith 


we underflood the Worlds were 75 Ns by 


the Word of God; and read the 1. Chap. 
Loft, 


. To demonſtrate 
eration is 2ſcrib'd, it is plain that it 
maſt be him who hath all theſe Perfections 
which are Tecited in this Article, namely, 
his Omnipotency, his Omniſcience, and 
infinite Wiſdom; for to be ſure ſo great 
Attributes are requir'd to the Perfection of 
him, who pretends to fimfſh ſo great a 
Work; and the Scripture, which does ex- 
tel Human Reaſon, tells us, who he is, 


Pal. 45-75- Lake 10. 21. 1 Cor. 6 „ & 
f Our Belief in ne Article, 


3 Uſefulneſs des illuſtrate God $ Glory, 
| when herein we fee his Per- 
ſections are abſolute, his Ex- 


+ cellencies are indelective, and all theſe 
appear from the Works of his Hands: 


O Lord, hom 1:mifold are thy Works, in Wife 


dom haſt thou made them all, &c. 


Secondly, The Doctrine of the World's 


" wards 


the _Perſon, to whom this | 


— — 


upon their own, Original; when they 


ſee the Heavens, and the Glorious Bodies 
therein, as the Sun, Moon, and Stars, and 


from thence judge there may be many, 
Millions more than what they do or 
can ſee; when they contemplate, on the 
Glorious Spirits, the Inhabitants of 
Heaven, and the Attendance. of the Di- 


vine Throne, they cannot but ſay, I hat 


ig Man, that thou art mindful of him? or 
the Son of Man, that thon vi ſſteſt him? 


Thirdly, This Doctrine will ſtir us up 


to a chearful and univerſal Obedience: 
This made the Prophet deſirous to know 
the Commands of God, and what he 
ſhould obey: Thy Hands have made me, 
ard - faſhioned- me; give me Underſtanding, 
that I may learn thy Commandments.” * 

By Vertue of our firſt Production; 
God hath undeniably abſolute Domini- 
on over us, and — 4 uently there muſt 
be due unto him moſt exact and com- 


pleat Obedience, eſpecially when we con- 


ſider that none of God's Creatures diſo- 


bey'd his Voice, bat the Devil and Man. 
By God's Order and Appointment, ther 


Stars, in their Courſe, fought einge 


EJ Siſer 73. Jl 


— 
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wards Mans Humiliaticn.... Men are ver 
ry inclinable to Pride, but when they 
conſider the Works of God, and reilect 


—_——— 2 —— — — — — 
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wi oifcra, 1 Xing. 1. 7. The Ravens fed Eli- 
bl | jah, Yomabh 2. To. The devouring Whale 
vomited out Jonah upon the dry Land. 
Tie and Hail, Sam and Vapour, | ftovmy 
WA Find. fulfil bis Word, Pſal. 148. 8. 
Wi - Lafly, Th: Conſideration of God's 
creating this World, which gives him a 
Title to all things, muſt comfort his 
Servants, having a full Aſſurance of his 
{ Power to ſecure them, and his Ability 
to ſatisfy them, Pſal. 24.1, 2. 


| | | Article II. 
| 
| 


Aud in Jeſus Chriſt, his only Son 
our Lord. 


Ws creefold UR pr ac wh orgs 
4 , 18 repretlented under A 
1 1 7 des eld Description , firſt. 

by his Nomination, as Jeſus 
8 3 ſecondly, by his Generation, 
| as the only Son of God; thirdly, by his 
Dominion, as our Lord. * 
The Nome Je. F ſus is the proper Name 


ſus explained. 


10 


' 


x | 


His 
429+ 
= 


W. Rom of the Jens at his Circumciſion, There 


— 
— = 


of our Saviour, given unto 
him according to the Cu- 


Were 


"I WE Y- 
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were many who bore the Name of Feſns3 
but the firſt was Joſbua. If Feſus had 
gun them Reſt, then he would not after- 
mamdi haus polen of another Day; which 
Feſits is underſtood to be Foſhnab,” the Son 
of Nun, whoſe firſt Name was Haſeab, 
which ſignified Saviour; by ſome, Gabe 
ſbuah, and from thence; call'd Jo bab; 
and by the Addition of the Greek Nr. 
mination, became Jeſus; therefore” Feſus 
is the ſame Name with Joſbuah, the 
Deliverer the Iſraclites, whoſe firſt 
Name Hoſeab, was a 
Feſas, | the Son of God, does here fi igni- 
fie 4 Saviour, namely, iours. Thou ſbalt 
call his Name Jeſus and be ſhall be a Saviour; 
be ſhall ſave. bis People from their Sins. 

He is our Saviour, fr/f, 


becauſe he hath opened and , BY. 
declared unto us the true "$7,049 Þ 7 
and only way for "eternal 


Salvation; and by ſuch Patefaction. 6: ca 


deſerve no 12 than the Name of? Saviour, 


2: Tim. I. To. It vas Chriſti alone, who: 
brought” Life aud mortally to Light, 
tri the Geſpel. f 


Secordly, This Poſs hath, not only re- 


veal'd, "but alſo procur'd the way of Sal- 


vation: not only delivered it to us, but: 
allo wrought it out for us, God Sent bis 
| Su 


— — 


a Saviour; therefore "i 


— 2 — — 


4 


* 
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| Son into the World, that the World through 
im migbt be ſaved, John 3.17. We bein 
Fallsinners, none could have been 3 
to God: And had not his Son ſuffered for 
us, we muſt have all ſuffered everlaſting 
Puniſhment. This is a ſecond and far 
higher Right unto the Name of Jeſüs, | 
to the Title of Saviour. | ; oh } 
-:Thirdly, Beſides the promulging and pro- ; 
cur ing, there is yet a farther Act which | 
3s conferring of Salvation on us; for J 
now being ſet down at the right Hand 1 
of God, he hath receiv'd all Power both in t 
Heaven and Earth; and the End of this 2 
Power, is to confer Salvation on thoſe that 1 
believe in him: For the Father gave the 
Son this Power over all Fleſh, that be ſhould Is 
give eternal: Life" to as many as be bath given E 
Ft 25m, Joh. 17, 1, 2. And this is to us the el 
Ft ultimate and goncluſive Ground of the 
Title Saviour. Tefus hath done great- 
1 er things than ny that bore his Name 
before; Ja unh Was only a Minister of 
Wy Moſes, be cireumciſed accordiſig to 
dhe Law; but our Saviour Feſus fulfilled 
both the Law and the Prophets. 


+ — —̃ — 
- — — ——ů — — 
— - 


- _—_ — —— 
— —— — ” 2 — 2 — — — 


— 


Vrſt, 
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Firſt, The neceſſary Belief 1 
of this part, is, that there is 
no other Name, by which 1 

6 we can be ſaved, 1 John 3. 23, 24. 1 Tim. WW 

2. 3. Iſa. 53. 6. Col. 1. 20. | 

D Secondly, This Belief is neceſſary, that 

, we may delight and rejoyce in the Name 
of Feſus, in which is all our ae 

- involved. | 

U Tbiradh, The Belief in * ou ght to 

T inflame our Affections, to kindle our Love 

d towards him, engaging us to hate all 

n things in reſpect of him, that is, ſa\far | 

is as they are oppoſite, or pretend to'equal } 

it ſhare of Affection with him Mat. 10. 37. 

he _ » Laftly, The Confeſſion of Faith in ſeſus, 

Id 18 21 to breed in us a correſpondent bi 

en 

he 

he 

A- 

ne. 


The Neceſſii 
of this Belief. 


Eſteem of him, and an abſolute Obedi- Lil 
ence to him. | | 
And i in hy Us 22 
of OR the full Explication 
to of this Title, it will 7h Nm 
led be neceſſary, firſt, that the ark 


Signification of the Word be 


underftood : And we find in the Scrip- | | 
tures two ſeveral Names; Maſias and I 
Cbriſ, but both of. the ſame Sig- 


TA n as appeareth by the Speech 
of A 


Y — me 
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of the Woman of Samariaa;, I Inow 


that the Meſfeas 
Chriſt, and the Significat ion of them both, 
is Anointed. : Here we muſt not under- 
ſtand the Action only, but as it involves 
the Deſign in the Cuſtom of Anointing; 


for in the Law, whatſoever was anointed, 


was thereby ſet apart, as ordained to 


— 


| 


l 


ſome ſpecial Uſe or Office; and hence the 


Prieſt that was anointed, ſignified in the 
{ Phraſe of Mrſes, the Higb F ieſt, becauſe 
be was inveſted in that Office at and by 


his Unction; when therefore Jeſus is call'd 


the Maſtar, or the Chrift; and that fo. 


long after the anointing Oil hatfceaſed;gt 


ſignified no leſs than a Pei ſon ſet apart 
by God, anointed with moſt Sacred 
Oil, advanced to the higheſt Office; and 
as for the general Anointing hefore, were 


but Types and Shadows. Secondly, Upon 
—_— + what Grounds the Fews ex- 
a over 5570 pected a Meſias. Certain e- 
or the Meſias, nough it is, that the Fer 

did expect a Meſius, for God 
promiſed them both before and under 


the Law. God ſaid unto 4brabam, In 


| aac ſhall thy Seed be called. And St. Paul 


hath taught us, Now to Abraham and 
bis. Seed were the Promi ſos made; he ſaith, 


WI mot unto Seeds as of many, but as of one. 


and 


„ —— 


it come, which 15. called 


fore thee + 1. e. Thou ſhalt obtain the 


. 
1 
f 
; 


an gs + dit 2 
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and to thy Seed, which is ook | 

The next thing is, the AT, ol 
time when this Promiſe was * ＋ 9 | 
to be fulfilled. The Prediction x. 
of Jacob on his Death-Bed, — 
is clear and pregnant: The Scepter ſhall 
not depart from Jadah, or a Law-giver 
between his | Feet ,- until Shiloh come, and to 


bim\ſhall be the Gathering of the Fecpie. But 


the Scepter is departed from Judah, I 
neither is there one Law-giver left be- Wl 
tween his Feet; therefore Shiloh, that is, 
the Meſtas, is come. There remains no-—- 
thing to be prov'd, but that by Shiloh 
is underſtood the Meſtas; and this was 
anted by all the Fews: Judah, thou art 
2 whom thy Brethren ſhall praiſe, thine 
Hand fhall be in the Neck of thine. Enemies; 
thy Father's Children ſball bow down he- 


Primogeniture over thy Brother Reuben; 
know that this Government ſhall not fail. 8 
till a Son ſhall come forth out of your i 
Loins, who ſhall be greater than you, | 
that is, the Meſias, for your Dominion 
reacheth only over your Brethren, and [ | 
is confined to the Tribe of rael; hisKing- 
dom ſhall be univerſal. i 


„ . 
* 
All 
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All other Propheeies belonging to the 


P . Meffas, were fulfilled in J7eſus, whether 


we look upon the Family, the Place, or 
the Manner of his Birth, neither were they 
ever fulfilled in any Perſon beſides him. 
He then is, and no other can be, the 
Meffas. That he was to come out of 
the Tribe of Judah, and Family of David, 
is very evident. Now, who was it but Feſus 
of whom the Elders: ſpake ? Behold the 
Lion of the Tribe of Judah, the Root 
of David? Many other Expreſſions. in 
pture prove the fame thing. 
Beſides, if we look upon 


That our Feſus the place where the Maſias 


2 * was to be born, Herod de- 

manded of the Chief Prieſt 
and Scribes, where he thould be born? and 
they ſail, In Bethlebem of Judab: Hath 
not the Scripture ſaid, That Chriſ cometh 
of the Seed of David, and out of the Town 


of Bethlehem, where David was born © And 


this Prediction was fulfilled, for Auguff us 
ordered, that every one ſhould. go into 
their own City, whereupon Feſeph and 
Mary left Nazareth of Galilee, their Ha- 
bitation, and went unto Bethlehem. of 
Fndea, where was the City of David, be- 
cauſe they were of the Houſe and Lineage 


of David, and there was F:/u; born. 
4b hs 


— —— — 
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As for the Manner of his Birth,” what 
Nativity could be more congruous to 
the Greatneſs of a Meſtas, than that of 
a, Virgin; which is moſt miraculous? 
I/a. 7. 14. What Name fitter for him, than 
that aſe Immanuel, God with us. whoſe 
8 „idea is ſaid 5 be. bh + 

Our Savour's Works prove 
Jeſut to be the Meſtas, as Thi prove 
raiſing the Dead, curing the 
Sick, c. And belides, would ſo many Men 
have left off their fornier Religion, which 
was moſt pleaſing to their Senſes, if they 
had not found the ;Reafonableneſs of 
our Saviour's Truth. 

His Sufferings prove him to be Chriſt 
the Meftas. Let the Prophets teach us he 
was to ſuffer, as does Iſaiah 5. 3, 7, 8. 
the Evangeliſts will tell us, he did ſuſter, 
and the Fews will acknowledge he was 
cut off, Luke 24. 46. not only in his Paſ- 

ſion, but after his Death, were all 
things fulfilled in Jeſus, which were pro- 
pheſied concerning the Meftas. He made 
his Grave with the Wicked, and with the 
Rich in his Death. And as the Thieves 
were buried, with whom he was cru- 
cified, ſo was Jeſus, but laid in the Tomb 
of 7075 h of Arimathea, an honourable 
CounſAlor. In the third Day he was 
pro- 


N 
; 


if 
{6 | 


— 1 a 
* — 1 8 
a My 


_ ions to ſerve 
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ropheſied to riſe again, Hoſc-6. 2. ſo 
he did AZ. , 2. 36. Now, if Jeſus alone 
taught, ſuffered, and obtained all theſe 
things, as we have ſhewed, which none 
but Chriſt could do, we may infallibly 
conclude, our Feſus to be the Grp. | 
If it were the proper 
70 75 if Note and Character of the 
from the com- Meſſtias, that all Nations 
ing in of all Ni- ſhould come in to ſerve 
hint, as it was propheſied 
of him, Pſa; 2. 8. AK of 


Dim. 


. nd 1 will give thee. the Heathen for 


thins Inheritance, and the uttermoſt parts 
of the Earth for thy Poſſeſton; twas one 
greater than Solomon, of whom theſe 
Words were ſpoken. And again, all 


Kings ſhall fall down before him, all 


Nations ſhall ſerve him, and this was 
fulfilled in him; then he is the Chriſt. 
Now. that all Nations did thus come 


into the Doctrine preach'd by Jeſus, can- 


not be denied; for although he were 
not ſent but to the loſt Sheep of the Houſe 
of Iſrael, Math. 15. 14. Although of 
thoſe many Iſraelites, which believed on 
him while he liv d, very few were left 
immediately after his Death; yet when 
the Apoſtles had Commiſſion to go teach all 
pf b +0; 1 Nations, 


round 
rabia 
via, 
Goſpl 
paſs, 
even 


Nations, Matt. 28. 19. and were inſpir d 
by the Holy Ghoſt, the firſt Day they con- 
verted th ee-thouſand Souls, Acts 2. 4 I. im- 
mediately after, the number raiſed to frve 
thouſand, A, 4. 4. and ſtill Believers 
were added to the Lord, Multitudes both 


of Men and Woman, Acts 5. 4. Upon 


the Perſecution of ;Fernſalem, they went 
thro' the Regions of Fudea, Galilee, and 


Samaria, Acts 9. 31. The Goſpel 
ſpread ſo much, that St. James, Biſhop 


of - Feruſalem, ſpeak thus unto St. Paul; 
Thou ſeeft, Brother, how many thouſands (on 
rather how many Myriads, that 1s, ten 
thouſands) of bo Jews they are which be- 
lieve. The Epiſties of St. Peter, St. 


Fames, 


and St. John, will tell us of the beheving 


Fews, that were ſcattered thro* Pontus, 
Galatia, Cappadotia, Aſia, and Bithyma, and 
the reſt of the Roman Provinces. How: 
much did Jeſus work by one St. Paul, 
the Obedience of the Gentiles, by 


rod about 'thro' Phemce, Syria, and A 
rabia, thro'- a, Achaia, and Macedo- 
nia, even to 1!lyricum, fully preaching the 


Gofple of Chriſt? How far did others 


paſs, beſides St. Paul, that he ſhould ſpeak 
even of his time, that the Goſpel was 
preached 
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Word and 
Deed? How did he paſs from - Fernſalen 
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preached to every Creature under Heaven? 
Col. 1 23. Many were the Nations, in- 
numerable the People, which recerved 
the Faith in the Apoſtles time; and 
tho” after their Days, Millions were cut 
off by bloody Perſecutions, yet did their 
Numbers equal half the Roman Empire. 
And à little above two Ages after the 
Death of the laſt Apoſtle, the Emperors 
-- the World gave 1n their Names to 
hriſt, and ſubmitted their Scepters to 
his Laws, that the Gentiles might come 


to bis Light, and Kings to the Brightneſs. 


of his Rim, Iſa. 60. 3. That Kings 
- might become the nurſing Fathers, and Queens 
the nurſing Mothers, Iſa. 49. 23. ot the 
Church. Now, had not this Doctrine 
been Divine, twould never have been fo 
ſucceſsful, eſpecially when it condemn'd 
all other Religions, particularly that of 
the Romans, which ſo much flouriſh'd 
at that time. It taught ſuch diſagreeable 
Precepts as Selt-denial, Mortification, the 


Love of our Enemies, and the bearing 


of the Croſs: And all this upon the 
Promifes of the next Life, after the Re- 
ſurrection, which to them, in thoſe Days, 
ſeem abſolutely impoſſible. And laſt 
of all it foretold, that they, who ſhould 

embrace 


( 
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n- embrace this Doctrine, ſhould undergo 
ed Dangers, Loſſes, Afflictions, Tribulations, 
1d which were enough to frighten Men off 


ut from liſt ning to it. 721 4 
ir As for its Teachers, the firſt Revealer, + 
re, our Saviour, was deſpiſed, as being bred 
he up in the Houſe of a Carpenter, and 
IIS a Perſon of no Education. In the time 
to of his Preaching, was apprehended, but- 
to feted, ſpit on, condemned, and crucified, 


me betrayed in his Life-time by one Diſci- 
eſs. ple, demed by another; at his Death, 
185 diſtruſted by all. His Apoſtles by Birth, 


ens were obſcure, by Education illiterate, hr 
he Profeſſion low and inglorious, yet we ſee | 
ne all the Univerſities in the World gaye ll 
fo way to them, and Kingdoms and Em- 
nd ires were brought over to them. As 
of = the Manner in which they delivered 
d their Doctrine, was very plain and ſim- 

ble ple, they uſed no Rhetorical Expreſſions, 

the no Ornaments of Eloquence, no Corporal 

ng | Menaces to frighten them into Coinpli- 

the ance, but in a very eaſy and intelligible 

Re- Way” delivered what they had ſeen and 

ys, eard; Preaching not with enticing Words 


alt of Man's Wiſdom, but in the Demonſtration of 

11d the Spirit, 1 Cor. 2. 4. Now, the Suc- * 

ace ceſs, which Chriſt and his Doctrine, 8 
4 | when 
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when they appear d with ſuch great Diſad- 
vantages, did ſufficiently prove him to 
be the true Chriſt, and his Doctrine 
Heavenly and Divine 7 
N > Tafth, We are to enquire 
Beer . — what was the End or imme- 
nos > diate Effect of his Unction, 
wa and how and in what nian- 
ner he was anointed to that End. The 
Anomting was peculiar to Kings, Prieſts, 
and Prophets,'1 Sam. 15. 1. Exod. 40. 15. 
Therefore Chrift, as being the Anointed 
{ by the Holy Word of God, was to be Pro- 
*  phet; Prieſt, and King. The Effect of his 
eng anointed,was to free us from eternal 
Death, which could not be done without 
2 Sacrifice propitiatory; therefore there 
was aNeceſlity of a Prieſt. AFreedom from 
Sin, in reſpect of theDominton,could nat be 
obtain 'd without a Revelation of the Will 
.ofGod.and his Wrath againſt all Ungodli- 
neſs; therefore there was need of a Prophet. 
A Tranſlation from Death to eternal Life, 
could not be done ivithout abſoluteAutho- 
rity ; therefore there was. a neceffity of a 
King: And to this End was the Meſfab 
anointed, ta become a Prophet. Prieſt, and 
King. The common way of anointing, was 
pouring Oil upon their Bodies, but our 
850 Saviour's 
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Saviour's Ointment, was the Holy Ghoſt, . ll 


being at the time of Conception, and 
when he took upon him his Office, which 
was about thirty Years of Age. 

"Tis neceflary for us to | 
believe Feſus to be the Chriſt, 
for he could not reveal the 
Way of Salvation, except he 
were a Prophet: He could . 
not work out that Salvation reveal'd, 
execept he were a Prieſt: He could not 
confer that Salvation upon us, except he 
were a King: He could not be'Propher, 


Prieft, and Ning, except he were the 


This Belief no- 
ceſſary to make 
5 believe what 
he has done. 


Chriſt: - | 
- Secondly, Our firm Relief in 
this, will have an Influence 
over our Lives.for 'twould be 
ridiculous in us to endeavour to prove this 
Truth as infallible, and at the ſame time, 
by our wicked Lives, ſhew it inpoſſible. 
Thirdly, The Neceſlity of this Belief 

appeareth in Reſpect of thoſe Offices 
which belong to 'Feſws, as he is the Chriſt. 
We muſt look upon him, as upon the 
Prophet anointed by God to preach the 
Goſpel,” that we may be incited to hear 
and embrace his Doctrine. We mult far- 
ther conſider him, as our high Prieſt, 
that we may thereby add nn; 
ap * that 


Zo reclaim us 
from Cin. 
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that Obedience, for if Chriſt redeemed us, 
we are his, if he died for us, it was that 
we ſhould live to him, 1 Cr. 6. 20. if 
we be bought with a Price, we are no longer 


our own, but we muſt glorify God in 


our Body and in our Spirit, which are 
God's. Our acknowledging him as King, 
will ſtir us up to a true and entire Al- 
legiance to him, and make us faithful and 
obedient. to him. 3 Jog K 
Fourtbly, The Belief of Feſus the Chriſt, 


3s neceſſary to inſtruct us what it is to be a 


Chriſtian, and how far we ſtand obliged by 


owning that Name; for if we call ourſelves 


Chriſtians, let us live as Chriſtians, and 
conſider, that every one that nameth the 


ame of Chriſt, ſhonld depart from Evil. 
3a: His only Son. 


TO be ſure, after we have 


ro be the Sn of L owned him to be our 
Grd, © Chriſt, his Filiation, or 


being the Son of God, will 
neceſſarily follow, tor the ems allow the 


' Algſhas to be the Son of God. For thus 


the High Prieſt made his Inquiſition z I 
adj ure thee by the living God, tell us whether 
thou be the Chriſt, the Son of God, Firſt, he 

: was 
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was the Son of God, as being born of the 
Virgin Mary, by the Holy Ghoſt: The 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the 
. of the Higbeſt ſpall over ſhadow thee ; 
therefore that Holy thing that (hall be born 
of thee, ſhall be called the don of God. 

Secondly, As he was deſign'd to ſuch 
an high Office, which no Man, except the 
Son of God, could perform. 

Thirdly, As hewas immediately raiſed 
by God out of the Earth, unto im- 
mortal Lite : God hath fulfilled "the Promi ſe 
unto us, in that he hath raiſed up Feſus 
agar. Acts 13. 5 

Fourthly, Chriſt, after his Reſurrection, 
was 42 actual Heir of all his F athers 
Poſſeſſion: He is ſet down on the right Hand 
of God, on high, being made ſo much the bet- 
ter over bis Angels, as he bath by his Inhe- - 
ritance obtained a more excellent Name than 
they; for unto which vf the Angels bath he 
ſaid at any time, Thou art my Son, this Day -- 


hade I] begotten thee, Heb. 3. 45. 


I ſhall further prove a more Proper 
Generation, by which-the fame Chrift was 
begotten, and conſequently a Son before 
he was conceived in the Virgiff's Womb; 


and this I thall do from the following 
Particulars. i 


F Firſt, 


— - — % —_—  — 


— 


J3 The Sinner Condicted; or, 
Firſt, That Jeſus Chrif 


had a real Being or Exi- 
ſtence, by which he truly 
was, before he was conceived 
of the Virgin Mary, is plain: 
For he which was really 
in Heaven, and truly deſcend- 
ed from thence, and came into the 
World from the Father, before that 
which was begotten of the Virgin, aſ- 


*Chriſt proved 
to have a Be- 
Ing in Heaven 
before he was 
conceived of 
he HolyGhoſt. 


cended into Heaven, or went unto the 


Father. he had a real Being or Exiſtence 
before he was concerv'd in the Virgin, 
and diſtinct from that Being which 
was conceived in her. This is moſt 
clear and evident upon theſe three Sup- 
poſitions, not᷑ to be denied. Firſt, That 
Chrift did receive no other Being or 
Nature after his Conception, before his 
Aſcenſion, than what was begotten of 
the Virgin. Secondly, That what was 
| begotten of the Virgin, had its firſt Be- 
ing here on Earth, and therefore could 
not really be in Heaven *till it aſcended 
thither. Thirdly, That what was really 
in Heaven, zeally was, becauſe nothing 
can be ally preſent in any place, 
which is not. Upon theſe Suppoſitions, 
certainly true, the firſt Propoſition can- 


not be denied. Now, that Chrif had a 
Being 


f 


: 


| 
| 


! 
: 


_— > — —— 


— 


Being in Heaven before he was con- 
Ny by the Holy Ghoſt, and born of the 
Virgin Mary, is plain from Scripture ; 
For, ſays our Saviour, what and if you 
ſhall ſes 10 Son of Man af cend up Fl, be 
was before? John 6. 62. 


the Will of bim that ſent me, Verle 38. 
Now, this Being, which our Saviour had 
in Heaven, was not a ſhort time before 
his Being on Earth. Before Abraham 


was, ſays our Saviour, I am, John 8. 
58. Nay, betore the Days of Noah, I 
Pet. 3. 18, 19, 20. For by Noab did our 


Saviour preach unto the old World, 


who, becauſe they would not repent, E 


were deſtroyed by the Flood. Nay, 
Chriſt made the World, and therefore 
had a real Being at the Begining of 
it. For the ſame Sor, by whom in Theſe 
laſt Days, God fpake into ns, is he by whom 
alſo he made the Worlds. Heb. 1. 2. 80 
that, as thro' Faith we unde ſtand that the 
Vorlds were fram'd by the Ward of Gad, 

Heb. 11. 2. ſo muſt we allo believe 
that they were made by the Son of God. 
For all things were 
I. 3. All which proves Chi to bave 


a Being belore the Creation of the World. 
ö F 2 The 


1 came down * 
from Heaven mit to do mine own Will, but 


made by Him, John 
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TI The ſecond Aſſertion, ki: 
WH Lis Being next to be made good, is, ſt; 
ele Cri that the Being which Chrif F 
Bad, was a Di- 7 
vine Eſence, had before he was conceived 
| by the Virgin, was not any O, 
Created, but the Divine Eſſence, by R. 
LY which he always was truly, re: ly, and 
T8 properly. God. For in the Beginning was lv 
Wt the Word, and the Word was with God, and 0 
the Word was God. Now, by the Word; 32 
is meant Chris, for the Word was mad: | 
'Fleſh, and dwelt among us. Chriſt could 2 
not be the ſame God with whom the wy 
Word was in the Beginning, unleſs he * 
had the ſame Divine Eſſence; therefore 4 
the Being which Chriſ had, before he os 
was conceived by the Virgin, was the FP: 
Divine Nature, by which he was pro- 18 
erly and really God. 
S:condly, He who was ſub- in 
Ebriff's Equa- fiſting in the Form of God, * 
wi God, and thought himſelf to be 7 
proves his Di- 0 
ving Eſence. equal with God, (in which th 
Thought he could not be NS 
deceived, nor be injurious to God) muſt of hs 
neceſſity be truly and effentially God, H. 
becauſe there can be no Equality be- fill 
WE! tween the Divine Eſſence, which is In- ap 
WE: finite, and any other whatſoever, which Ge 
muſt be Finite, But this is true of 
Chrift, 


Chriſt, and that antecedently to his Con- 
ception in the Virgins Womb, and Exi- 
ſtence in his Human Nature, Phil. 2. 
6 


Reſtriction or Limitation, as he is after, 


ſo was before any Time, aſſignable, tru- 


ly, and eſſentially God. For by this 
Title God deſcribeth his own Being, and 
diſtinguiſheth it from all others. Tthe 
Lord, the firſt, and with the laſt, I am 
he, I am he, I am the firſt; I alſo am 
the laſt, I am the firſt, I am the laſt ; 
and beſides me, there 1s no God. IIa. 41. 4. 


ch. 48. 12. ch. 44. 6. But Chrift is expreſtly * 


call'd Alpha and Omega, the Firſt and the 
Laſt. Rev. 1.12. Rev. 1.17. Rev. 13 
18. therefore he is God. 

Fourthly, He whoſe Glory Iſazah ſaw 
in the Year that King. Uzztab died, had 
a Being before Chriſt was begotten 
of the Virgin, and that Being was 
the Divine Eſſence, by which he was 


naturally and eſſentially God. For, 


he is expreſſly call'd the Lord; Hoh, 
Holy, Holy, the Lord of Hoſts, whoſe Glory 
filleth the whole Earth: Which Titles can be 
applied to none beſides that one and only 
God. But Chriſt was he whoſe Glory Iſazzab 


5 * law, |} 


"6. 
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Thirdly, He, who is called Alpha and 
Omega, the Firſt and the Laſt,without any 
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faw, John 12. 41. Therefore Chriſt had 

a Being, and that the Divine - Effence, 

before he was begotten of the Virgin 

Mary. > | 

Laſtly, Chriſt, altho* he is Man, yet 

is frequently in Scripture called God, 

and that in ſuch a manner as can be 

applied to none but the one, only, and 
eternal God. And this ſuppoſes he had 

an Exiſtence before he was made Man, 


- which could be no other than the Di- 


| 


vine Eſſence; becauſe all Novity is —__ 
1 


nant to the Deity: Theretore C 
muſt be God, and the one, only, etcr- 
nal God. And we read there be Gods 
many, as in Pſi. 82. 6. And tho? 
St. Faul tells us, there be Gods many, and 
Lords many. yet he hath alſo taught us, 


4 


that to as. there is but one God, the Father, 


and one Lotd Feſus Chriſt, 1Cor. 8.5, 6. In 
= which Words, as the Father is oppoſed as 


much unto the waxy Lords, as many Gods, 
ſo is the Son as nuch unto the many Gods, 


as many Lords , 
much Lord as God, and the Son as 


i | much God as Lord. 


& 


the Father being as 


The 


to be demonſtrated. is, his Divine Ef- 
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The third Aſſertion, next 


Chriſt received 


that the Divine Eſſence ſence from the 
which Chriſt had, as the - Father. 
Word, betore he was con- 

ceived by the Virgin Mary, he had not 
of himſelf, but by Communication from: 
God the Father. Now, there could: 
be but one Perſon originally of himſelf, 
ſüͤbſiſting in that Infinite Being, becauſe 
a Plurafity of Perſons implies a Mul- 
tiplicity of Gods. Beſides, the Father 
of our Lord Feſus Chrift, is originally 
God, as not deriving his eternal Being: 
from any other. Now, Jeſus Chriſt, wh 

18 certainly not the Father, cannot be a. it 
Perſon fubli ſting of the Divine Nature, 
originally from himſelf; and we have 
already proved him to be the true, pro- 
per, and eternal God; therefore be mult 
have the God-head communicated to Bin 
by the — who is not only eter- 
nally, but origmally God. Tho' C brilt f 
is cqual which God, in reipect of his 
Nature, yet the Father is greater in 
reference to the Communication of the 
God-head: For Chriſt ſaith, The . 
ther is greater than I; and again, I know Ii 
him, for I am from him : And becauſel! 
he is of the Father, he is called in they 


F 4 Niceus. 


ther Man of the ſame Human Nature 


— 


104 The Sinner Convifted; or, 
Nicene Creed, God of God, Light of Light, 
very God of very God. And becauſe the 
Divine Nature, as it is abſolutely imma- 
terial and incorporeal, is alſo indiviſible. 
Chriſt cannot have any part of it com- 
municated to him, but the whole. And 
therefore we muſt acknowledge him of the 
fame Subſtance with the Father; which 
makes out our Saviour's Saying: 4 and the 
Father are one. This makes out our third 
Aſſertion, that the Father hath commu- 
nicated the Divine Eſſence to the Word; 
who is, that Feſus is the Chriſt. 

The fourth Aſſertion, 
Chrift theeter= which will naturally fol- 
nat n God. low, is, that the Commu- 

nication of the Divine Eſ- 
ſence by the Father, is the Generation of 
the Son; and Chriſt, who was eternally 
God, not from himſelf, but from the Fa- 
ther, is the eternal Son of God. And 
tor this Reaſon he 1s called the Son of God 
in the Pſalms : Thou art my Son, this Day 
have I begotten thee. Now. the molt proper 
way of Generation, is nothing elle but a 
vital Production of another in the ſame 
Nature. with a full Repreſentation of him, 
from whom he 1s produc'd. 'Thus a 
Man begetteth a Son by producing ano- 


with 


Tq— - 


T be 
wat] 
perf 
Pat! 
of J 
Nov 
Eſſe 
is C 
the1 
tud 
Son 
vin 
ner: 
cau 
hec: 
up 

fen 
of 

Imi 
in 

nic: 
ity 
mil 
t101 
{en 
IIIII 
the 
got 
p Ot 


No 


The Vanity of Atheiſm Diſplay d. 105 


ght 
the with himſelf: And this Production is a 
ma- perfect Generation, and gives a Right of 
ble. Paternity to him that produceth, and. 
m- of Filiation to him that is produced. 
\nd Now. God hath communicated the ſame: 
the Eſſence to the Word, and conſequently he 
ich is of the ſame Nature with him, and 
the thereby the perfect Image and Simili- 1 
ird tude of him, and therefore his proper: | 
nu- Son. This Communication of the Di- 1 
d; vine Eſſence tar exceeds any natural Ge- 

neration of the Creature; not only be- 
n, cauſe it is in a more pe rfect Manner, but 
* hecanſe the Nature ot both come ſo en :actly | 
u- up to the ſame. As in the Divine Ei. | | 
s- fence we acknowledge all the Perfections WY 
of of the 205i ſubſtracting all the il 
ly Imperfections which a-there unto them vl 
A- in things below; ſo in the Commu- ll 
1d nication, we mult look upon the Rea- MY 
d lity, without any kind of Detect, Ble- 
ay milh, Or [mpurit; 7 j dw 
cr The 15 and l/ Aſſer- 
a tion, 1s, that the wine EC Ci te ou-- 
1e ſence Was o deculiarly com- 4 hs Ls | 
1, municated he > Word, that 
a there was never any other naturally he 4 
= gotten by the Father. And in thatRe- 1 
e tpect Chrilt is the only begotten Son. W 
h Now, it 18 objected , that there Were | 

: of | 
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other Sons of God ſaid to n begotten Ds 
of him , to whom either the Divine 7 
If Efſence was communicated, and then the 
the Communication of that to the but 
Word, made him not the only begotten, or Hor 
1 it was not commumecated ; and then there nat 
is no ſuclr Communication neceſſary to bei 
found ſuch a Filiation. Tis true, others on! 
are frequently called the Sons of God, 
and that- we call the fame God our Fa- ſhe 
ther which Chriſt called his, and Chriſt tio 
hath called us Brethren, Heb. 1. 11. But 801 
then our Regeneration is of a Nature wh 
different from the Generation of the Son. mn 
We are firſt generated, and have our na- Co 
tural Being, after that regenerated. and ſo Te ( 
receive a ſpir itual Renovation, and by Ver- We 
tue thereof obtain an Inheritance incor- the 
ruptible. But the Generation of Chriſt ad- Dir 
mits no Regeneration, he becoming at did 
once thereby God, and Son, and Heir of eve 
all. We are Sons by Adeption, 1 God eve 
makes choice of us for his Sons, which is bee 
2a metaphorical, and not a true and natu- * 
ral Generation. But Chriſt is his Son by yet 
Nature, he is the truly, begotten and pro- tru 
perly the natural Son of God. and his Ge- Het, 
neration clearly cxciudeth the Nane of his 
Adoption, nay ; v. — he took upon him rat 


Den he. real l tho Ent N 1 
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adopted Son. For when the Fulneſs of Time: 
ten ves come, God ſent forth his Son made of a 
ine Woman, made under the Law, to redeem 
Wen them that were under the Law, (not that he, 
the but) that we might receive the Adoption of 
Or Sons. He then was not an adopted, but 
ere natural Son of God, and therefore no other 
to beſide him may properly be called the 
ers only begotten Son of God. 
od, But tis further objected, that why 
Fa- ſhould the Word, by this Communica- 
riſt tion of the Divine Eſſence, become the 
zut Son of God, and not the Holy Gheſt, to 
ure whom the Divine Eſſence is really com- 
on. municated ? The Holy Ghoſt, by the 
Da- Communication of the Divine Eflence, 
o. is God with the Father, and with the 
er- Word, but is not the Son of God with 
Or- the Word, becauſe it received the 
ad- Divine Eſſence not by Generation, as 
at did the Son, but by Proceſſion: And tho 
of every thing begotten doth proceed, yet 
od every thing which proceedeth, is not 
115 begotten. Eve was produc'd out of 4- 
tu- dam, and in the ſame Nature with him, 
by yet was not born of him, nor was ſhe 
hg truly the Daughter of Alam; whereas. 
Jo Seth proceeding from him, was truly 


OL his Son, becauſe it was by way of Gene- 
ration. Now, this Diterence yas not in 
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108 The Sinner Convifted ; or, 
the Nature produc'd, but in the manner 
of Production. Theſe two Objections be- 


ing taken off, we can't but allow Feſus 
Chriſt to be the only begotten Son of 


God. 
The Neceſſity of our 
The Necefity believing Feſus Chrift to be 
of #his Belief. the natural , true, and 
only begotten Son of God, 
of the ſame Subſtance with the Father, 
appcareth firſt in the Confirmation of our 
Faith, concerning the Redenption of 
Mankind. For this doth ſhew an Ex 
cellency and Dignity in the Perſon of the 
Mediator, as will aſſure us of an infi- 
nite Efficacy in his Actions, and Value 
in his Sutterings. . 
Secondly, "Twill encourage Chriſtians 
in the afcribing that Honour and Glory 
unto Chriſt, which is due unto him. 
Thirdly, Iwill raiſe us unto a thankful 


- Acknowledgement of the infinite Love 


of God, appcaring in the ſending of his 
only begotten Son into the World to- 
Die for Sinners.. This Love of God is 
frequently extoll'd and admir'd by the 
Apoſtle, Fobn 2. 16. Rom, 5. 8, Chap 8.3 2. 


n Jobn-4.. 9, 10. 
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Our: Lord. 


FS the Explication of . 
this Article, we ſhall 4 ig meane 
firſt ſhew the Signification 7%. 

of the Word Lord. The Word 

Lord does ſignify a Dominion over Men, 
or Human Dominion, but being attribu- 
ted to Chriſt, it mult ſignify ſomething, 
more, a King of Kings, Lord of Lords. It will 
be worth our while to enquire whether 
Fobovah, which ſignifies the Lord, and this 
the proper Name of God, be attributed to 
Chrilt,and that he is equal to the F-hovab 
or whether he be Lord of other Lords, as 
ſubjected under his Authority? Iwill haue 
Mercy upon the Houſe of Judah, and will 


fave them by the Lord ( Fobovab / their God, 


and will not ſave them by Bom or Sword, Hol. 


I. 7. where it is underſtood of Chriſt, by 


that Saying, Out of the Loyns of Judah 


ſhall ſpring a Ruler, Mat. 3. 3. Lnke 1. 76. 


&c. Chrilt was not only called Fehovah or 

Lord by the Prophets only, but by the 

Apoſtles. | 
Secondy, To ſhew the Na- 

ture of this Dominion, and The Nature f 

in what Reſpect Chriſt is the. Dominion. 

Lord. 


1 


by the Word 
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Lord. And ff,, He is Lord, as all 
things were made by him, and without 
him nothing was made. 

Secondly, As his Unction proves no leſs 
than an imparted Dominion. St. Peter 


tells us, He was made both Lord and Chriſt, 


Aﬀs 2. 36. This Dominion to the Human 
Nature, belongeth to our Saviour, as 
the S of Man; The Son of Man fhall 
com? in the Glory of bis Father, with his 
Angels, and ſhall reward every Man accord- 
ins to his Deeds, Matt. 16 27. This Pow- 
er-was not given him at once, though he 
knew he ſhould have it : But part was 
given on Earth to enable, part after- 
wards as a Reward. 
Thirdly , He is properly 
Why Chrif is our Lord, becauſe he hath 
. made us, and he preſerveth 
us; and as we enter into his 
Service at our Baptiſmal Vow, ſo is he 
our Lord. 
The Neceſſity of our be- 
The « N-ceſity lieving this, is, by it we 
of ths Belif. know we are not our own. 
S-cordly, Tt inforces and in- 
vites us to Obedience, as he is our Lord. 


Thirdly, For the Regulation of all Power 


on Earth, both in reſpect of thoſe that 
Rule, and thoſe that Obey, Laſtly, As 
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*. being Lord, he is able to diſpoſe of all 
things for the Benefit of them that lerve” / 


0 less him. 
Peter ; — 


Hriſt, 
man | Article III. 


„ as | 
FIT Which was Concetved of the Holy 
ord- | Ghoſt, Born of the Virgin Mary. 


Iow- 


oi Heſe Words clearly diſtinguiſh the | 
ter- Conception of F-jus from his Na- 


tivity, attributing the firſt to the Ho- 
rly ly Ghoſt, the ſecond to the Bleſſed Vir- |} 
gin. We ſhall conſider the three Perlons,, ll 
; mentioned ſo far as they are concerned | 
his ] in it. The firſt is, he who was thus con- 
ceived and born. The ſecond, he by whoſe 
Energy or Operation he was conceived. - 
The third, ſhe who did bear him. | 
As to the f, the other Article ex- 
plained, that he which was thus conceived 
and born, is Jeſus Chriſt, co ago e 
the only Son of God, and pgs. W ö 
not the Father, as the jy Glos 0 
Patri-Paſtans ſpeak of, be- | 
cauſe the Divine Nature belongeth to the 
Father, to which the Human is conjoin'd. 
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Now. this Union is made only in the Per- 
fon of the Son, and we can prove it 
was the Son only, 1 Tim. 2. 5. 1 Cor. 
15. 21. He was born like another Infant 
grew up, and was nouriſh'd as other I 
tants were. For his Enemies charged 
him with Gluttonneſs and Drunkenneſs. 
And then he had Fleſh, as other Men 
have, which he confirmed to his Diſci- 
ples, when he grew up: Touch and feel, 
a Spirit hath not Fleſh as I have, and Bones 
as I have, Luke 24. 39. And again, Every 
wit that confeſſeth Feſus Chriſt come in 


— 
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Neither muſt we think, that his Divine 
Eſſence was turn'd into Humanity, as 


terial, indiviſible, and immortal God- 
head, cannot be divided into a ſpiritual 
and incorruptible Soul, and a carnal and 
_corruptible Body, of which two, Humani- 
ty conſiſteth. Neither was his Humanity 
changed or turned into the Divine Eſſence, 
as the Entychians of Old did fancy: For 
the Incarnation could not at firſt con- 
ſilt in ſuch a Converſion, it being uni- 
maginable how thit' which had no Be- 
ing, could be turned into fo:re hing elle. 
Therefore the Humanity of Chriſt could 
. 


— 


—— — 
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8 
che Fleſb, is of God, &c. 1 John 4. 2, 3. 


the Flandrian Ana-Baptiſts in the Lom 
Countries do maintain. For the imma- 
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not at the firſt be made by being the 
Divinity of the Word. Nor 1s the In- 
carnation ſo prepoſterouſly expreſſed, as 
if the Fleſh were made the Werd, but 
that the Word was made Fleſh : There- 
fore we muſt believe, as is moſt rea ſon- 


able, that he was both God and Man. 


By the Holy Ghoſt. 


HE next thing to be conſidered, 


is, the Operation of the Holy Ghoſt 
in Chriſt's Conception; and here we muſt 


obſerve, fit, what is excluded by that 


Attribution to the Spirit; and ſecondly, 
what is included As to the jirff, all 
Men were excluded; for Mary, ſail, How 
ſhould I bring forth a Child, and know not 


a Man: And to be ſure ſhe her felt could 


not do it, ſeeing ſhe knew not a Man; 
therefore it muſt be the Holy 
which enabled her. Secondly, we muſt at- 
tri ute ſo much to the Holy Ghoſt as 
did enable the Bleſſed Virgin to bring 
forth. The manner of the Action, is no 
were mentioned, but in general, as, The 
Holy Ghoſt fall over ſhadow: thee: There- 
fore we can determine the Action no 
other way, than by the Concurrence of the 


Vir gin 
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Virgin Mary, which "muſt be acknow- 
Tedged. And thus was the Son of God 
conceived miraculouſly by the Holy 
Ghoſt. 


The Neceſſity 
of this Belief, 


The Neceſſity of this Be. 
Iief, is, to prevent all Suſpi. 
tion of Spot in this Lamb, 
of Sin in this Feſus ; that our Redemp- 
tion is free from Sin, and of an un- 
defiled Nature; as our natural Birth 1s 
quite contrary. | LS 
Again, it hath been obſerved by this 
manner of Chriſt's Conception, is decla- 
red the Freedom of the Grace of God: 
For as the Holy Ghoſt is God, fo 1s 
he alſo called the Gift of God: And 
therefore the Human Nature in its firſt Ori- 
ginal, without any preceedent Merit, was 
form'd by the Spirit, and in its For mati- 
on ſanctified, and in its Sanctificat ion u- 
nited to the Word : So that the Grace 
was co-exiſtent, and in a manner co- 
natural with it. 


Thirdly, Whereas we are commanded 


to be Holy, and that even as he is Ho- 
by by this we learn from what Foun- 
ation this Holineſs muſt flow. We 


bring no ſuch Purity in to the World, 
nor are we ſanctified in the Wonib; but 
as 
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b he Was ſanctified at his Conception, 
o are we at our Regeneration. 


Born of the Virgin Mary. 


Mis third Propoſition 
J ſtells us three more; fiſt, 
hat ſhe was a Virgin; ſe- 
md, that ſhe was Mary; 
bird, that ſhe Bore a Child. As for 
the Explanation. of the firſt 3 © Ihe Lord 


Chriſt born of 
the Virgin 
Mary. 


bath created a new thing on the Earth, a: 


Voman ſhall encompaſe a Man, Jer. 31. 


12, i. e. this Creation is new. for ſhe 


a aw 


ſhall conceive without a Man; Bebold 
: Virgin ſhall concetve, and bring forth a 
Ju, and bis Name ſhall be called Emma- 
mel, Tfa. J. 14. which is more clear. 

Secondly, That it was to be this Mary, 
appearsfrom Luke 1. 27 

Thirdly, That ſhe bore a Child, 1s as 
eing a Virgin, for Foſeph knew her not; 
and for this Reaſon deſigned to turn her 
away; but being fore-warn'd of the An- 


gel Gabriel, he did not; therefore we muſt 


tor ever believe her to be a pure Vir- 
gin, not only before and after Chriſt's | 


Nativity, but for ever. 


Firſt, 
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„ Fi, We ought to believe 

*o 57 Aae our 82 on. was born of the 
Virgin Mary, that we may 

always preſerve an Eſteem of her Per. 
| ſon, proportionably to ſo high a Dig. 
nity. From benceforth all Generation 
ſhall call me Bleffed, Luke 1. 48. And, 
that we might be aſſured he had from her} 


Ds 


= 
| 
| 
| 


the true Nature of Man; For be tk. 


not on him the Nature of Angels, Heb. 2. 
16. and therefore ſaved none of them; 
who for want of a Redeemer, are re. 
ſerved in everlaſiing Chains under Dark | 
neſs, unto the Fudgment of the Great Day. | 
Secondly, As it behoved him in all things 
to be like unto us, ſo in that great St | 
militude, a Diſſimilitude was neceſſary, | 
that as he was born of a pure and in- 
maculate Virgin, ſo ſhould he be with: | 
out Sin. 
Thirdly, Ts neceſſary that we ſhould 
believe Chriſt born of that Perſon eſ- 
pouſed unto Foſeph,that thereby we might 


be aſſured, that he was of the Family 
of David. 
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Article IV. 


| a. 77 
"  Crucified, Dead, and Buried. 
154 c 
re-| O begin with his Pal- th 
: Chriſt's Pi- 
ke | ſion in general, He ſuf- CE 7 Fa 
Feed under Pontius Pilate, * 


g | we are to conſider part as ſubſtantial, 
i- WM which is our Saviour's Paſſion, He ſuffered. 
W $:condly, The circumſtantial part, as the 
U- | Time under Pontius Pilate ; and for the 
1- WM former, we mult prove that the Meſs 
was to ſuffer. Secondly, That he did really 
d utter. 
1 The 53 Chapter of Eſaiab, tells us 
tu Man of Sorrows, and acquainted which 
7 Wl Grief.opprefied and aftiicted;wounded and 
bruiſed, brought to the Slaughter, and 
cut off from the Land of the Living. Se- 
cond hy, The Chriſt, which is our Maſtas, did 
really ſuffer. If Sorrows and Agonies, if 
Stripes and Buffettings, if Condemnation 
and Crucifixion, be Sufferings, then 74 
1 
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did really ſuffer. Thirdly, To illuſtrate 


the Truth of this, it was foretold by 
the Prophets. If be ſhall make bis Soul 
an Offi cimg for Sim, be ſhall ſee his Seed, 
end all prolong} bis Days, | Tia. 53. 10. i. 
e. Through his Death his Seed ſhall live. 
Andagain.thoſe things which God betors 
had told by the Prophets, that Chriſt 
ſhould ſuffer.he hath o fulfilled: Therefore 
theſe are evincing Arguments, that the 
Meſfas, the Son of God, did ſuffer ; for it 
is ſaid, the Princes of this World cruct- 
fied the Lord of Glory. How he ſuffered, 
was according to his Human Nature, tor 
he conſiſted both of Divine Nature, and 
Human; therefore he had both, diſtinct 
Properties and Qualit ies; and though lus 
Humanity ſuffered, yet did not his Di- 
vine Nature: For St. Peter tells us, 
Chriſt ſuffered for us in the Fleih; nay, 
and with inexpreſſible Pain: For bis 
Soul was fick even unto Death. 
The 3 "JN Fi *Tis neceſſary to beliew! 
of this Belief, this, that we may be af 
* ſured of his Human Nature. 


Szcondly, That he flould ſuffer for our 
Redemption and Reconciliation | unto 
God, which could not be performed with: 
- out a plenary Satisfaction to his Wall. 


Thirdly. 
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Thirdly, By this he hath purchaſed an 
eternal Happinels for himielt, the Head. 
and tor us the Members of his body, 


Hal. 110. 7. Lnke 24. 26. ' | 


W 


Fourth iy, By this we are aſſured he is 
truly affected with a moſt tender Com- 
pathon of our Afflictions. 

Fijthly, By his Sulierings, we are 
taught to ſuffer. 


Under Pontius Pilate. " 


JI is neceſſary to know the circum- 
ſtantial part, becauſe the F-ws impoſe 
upon us, the Time was in the tixteenth 
Year of Tiberius Cæſars Reign, that our 
Saviour ſuffered under Pontius Pilate, 
then Procurator of Fudea. 


Was Crucified. 


—— — — 


Ta Crucifixion was typified by 
Abraham's offering up of his Son 
Iſaac. Nor can God the Father, who 
gave his only begotten Son, be better 
expreſſed, than by that Patriarch's _ 
Readineſs to Sacrifice his Son, his only Son 
Iſaac, whom be loved. The Paſchal a_ 
be | 1 


but alto foretold, Zach. 12. 10. 


-Eph. 2. 15. 


. 
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did plainly typify the Lamb of God 


that taketh away the Sins of the World. 
Nor was this Crucifixion typified only, 
That 
he was crucified, is evident from St. Matt. 
26. 2. St. Fobn 19. i5. and St. Luke 
22. 24. The manner of his Crucifixion, 
was, by having his Body fix d to the 
Croſs, with this Inſcription over him, 
FESUSOF NAZARETH, THE 


XING OF THE JEWS. 


"Tis neceſſary to believe 
this Crucifixion, for herein 
| we are aſſured, that he hath 
taken upon himſelf, and conſequentlyfrom 


The Neceſity. 
of this Belief. 


us, the Curſe of the Law, Gal. 3. 13. 


and that he hath aboliſbed in bis Fleſb 
the Enmity, even the Law of Commandments, 
And as he was crucifed, 
fo ought we to crucity the Fleſh with the 
Affections and Luſts thereof. Likewiſe, 


as he ſuffered ſuch a bitter Death, ſo 


mould we patiently ſuffer what he 
thinks fit to lay on us. 


TLaſth, By the publick Viſibility of 


this Death, we are aſſured, that our 


Saviour was truly dead, and that all 


his Enemies were truly ſatisfied. 


Dead. 
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Dead. 
4 F Chriſt had not died, he had not ſaved 9 
* us, nor fulfilled that Propheſy of IJazah, "i 
R He was brought as a Lamb to the Slaughter; 


he was cut off out of the Land of the Li- 

” ving. That he did die, and that hisBody” 

13 was bereaft of his Soul, 1s plain, Lake - 

23. 46. Father, into thy Hands I commend 

ny Spirit. And having ſaid thus, he gave 

* up the Ghoſt. © | 
It was neceſſary that 

h Chriſt ſhould die, . the Fc 2 

Truth of his Doctrine might Deas. 

6 be confirm'd by his Death; 0 

a that he might alſo fulfil his ſacerdotal 

Office, as ofring himſelf up a Sacrifice 

th for Sin; and that he might fulfil his 

: Regal Office. By this he became Lord 


7 both of the Dead and Living, Rom. 14. 9. 
le TEC l 
And Buried. 
ot 3 
* IS Burial will neceſſarily fol- 
11 low his Death; but though it was 


not ſuffered for ſuch Perſons to be Buried, 
who underwent ſuch a Death, yet Pilate |} 
d. gave leave, that our Saviour ſhould 
be Buried, G· *:., —_— 


lb 
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ff | As for the manner of 
= * of his Burial, according to the 
__ Fa Cuſtom of the Fews, his 
Body was prepar'd with Spices, and the 
| Linen Cloaths. His Sepuchre was cut 
out off the rocky firm Earth, ſecured 
from any external Injury by a Stone 
*awhich was roll'd to the Mouth of it, 
and two Eminent Men, a Ruler, and 
Counſeller, concurr'd to the Burial of 
Sim. | 
his Reſurrection following. This Belie! 
The - Necefhir We ought to believe this 
of this Belief, that we may be aſſur'd ol 
is Death preceeding, and 
works within us a Correſpondence, and 
Similitude of his Burial. For we arc 
buried with him in Baptiſm, jo ſhall w: 
rie with him thro the Faith of the Opera 
tion f God, who bath raiſed him fron 
 #he Dead. From the Solemnity of ow 
* Saviour's Burial, the Diſciples might foi 
ever learn what Honour was fit to be 


eceivel and given at their Funerals. 
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Article. V. 


He deſended into Hell. The third 
Day he roſe again from the 
Dead. | 


S for the former part of this Creed, 
it is certain Chriſt deſcended in- 
to Hell; but where that place is, we are 
not certain. Nom, that he aſcended, what 
is it, but that he deſcended. firſt into the 
lower parts of the Earth? But how this 
Deſcenſion was, there are many Opini- 
ons; therefore we mult believe not that 


his Divinity, but his Rational Soul, the | | 


beſt part of his Humanity, was tranſlated 
from his Body into thoſe lower parts, 
where the Souls of Men departed, were 
detained 3 
Hell. Hot F * 

As for the End of our Saviour's De- 
ſcenſion, there has been many Opini- 


ens, ſome that he went to free all the | 


* 9 
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and thus he de cended inta .. 
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Souls there; others, only the Prophets, 


Patriarchs, Land thoſe that believed in 


Him. But our Author will not admit 


of any ſuch End; for, ſays he, all Men 


Hall be judged at the laſt Day. For, 


Hays he, God will free none of thoſe 


who have died in their Wickedneſs. But 
the End of our Saviour's Deſcenſion, was 


to undergo the Condition of a dead Man, 
as well as of the living; therefore he 
as buried as another Man. He app 


ear- 
ed here in the Similitude of ſinful Fleſh, 
and went into another World in the Simi- 
Utude of a Sinner. All which was neceſſa- 
y for our Redemption, by way of Sa- 
Tisfaction and Merit. 

.. Secondly, He went there, that we might 
dot come there; By Death, he deſtroyed them 
that bad the Power of Death, Heb. 2. 14. 
that is, the Devil. So that we who be- 


_ Heve in him, are exempted from ſuch 


Fears of Torment. 


He Roſe again. 


OR the Illuſtration of this Article 
Ait will be neceſſary, firſt, to ſhew the 
Action it ſelf, namely, The Reſurrection 


Secondly, The Verity and Reality of it 
Thirdly, The Time. 
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And for the Illuſtration of the firſt Par- 


ticular, -I ſhall firſt ſhew, that the Meſ- 
ſas was foretold to riſe from the Dead. 


Says the Son of David, My 45 
Fleſh ſhall reſt in Hope, for thou 2 8 Arge 
will not leave my Soul in Hell, forerold and 
neither wilt thon ſuffer thine proved. 
Holy One to ſee Corruption, | 
Pſalm. 16. 10. Acts 2. 31. As for 


the Patriarch David, he is both Dead 


and Buried, and his Fleſh conſumed in 
his Sepulchre; but being a Prophet, and 
knowing that God had. Sworn with an 
Oath to him, that of the Fruit of his 
Loyns, according to the Fleſh, he would 
raiſe up Chri/# to ſit on his Throne; be: 
ſeeing. this before ſpake of the Re- 
ſurrection of Chrift, that his Soul was 
not left in Hell, nor his Fleſh ſaw Cor- 
ruption. As for the ſecond Particular, 
the Reality of his Reſurrection, when 
the Women brought Spices to anoint his 


Head, they found him alive, held him by 


his Feet, and worſhipped; likewiſe he ap- 

peared to his Diſciples, and ordered unbe- 

lieving Thomas to feel him; Reach hi- 

ther thy Finger, and behold my Hands. And 

therefore molt certain at is, that he roſe 

from the Dead. | 
But becauſe the Teſtimony of an Ad- 
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How . he voſe. 


"Hands and my Feet, that it is 1 my ſelf. 
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ver ſary may be of greater Validity, the 


Soldiers who watch'd his Body hen they 
felt the Earth tremble under them, and 


ſaw the Conte nance of an Angel like 


Lightning, awd - bis Ritment as white as 
Snom; they who upon that Sight did 
Pale, and became as dead Men, while he 
whom they kept, became alive: Even ſome 
of theſe came into the City, and ſhewed un- 
to the chief Prieſt all things that were done. 
We habe a higher Teſtimony, to wit, 
that of the two Angels, who were ſit⸗ 
ting at our Saviour's Sepulchre; for the 

Rid unto the Women, y ſel yee the 
Living among the Dead; be is nit here, but 


i riſen. Nay, what is greater than all 


this, the Witneſs of God; for the Spirit 
of 1rath, which proccedeth from the Father, 

e ball teftify of me ; adding theſe Words to 
his Apoltles, Aud ye hall bear Witneſs, be- 
cauſe ye have been with me from the Beginning. 
The manner of his Re- 


ſurrection did conſiſt in 


"the Re-union of his Soul and Body; he- 
proved the Veracity of his Body from 


theſe Words; Handle me, and ſee, for a Spi- 
Tit bath not Fleſh and Bones, as ye {re me have : 
And that 1t wasthe ſame Body which: he 
had before, is farther evident; Bebold my 


We 


a 
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Mull 


in Heaven: Being the Divinity never 1 | | 


Chriſt's Reſurrection, was The Cauſe of | 
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We may be aſſured likewiſe of his Soul; he 
proved the Vegetative and Nutritive fxa- ä 
culty, by eating a piece of a broiled Fiſh” 
and an Hony Comb. The ſenſitive Part, 
by converſing with. them, as Seeing and 

Hearing them. The rational and intelle-- 
cual Part, by diſcourſing with them out 
of Scirpture. Thus heſhewed that thehod x 
which they ſaw, was truly and vitally 1 
inform'd with an Human Soul, Which 
was the ſame which he had: befqte, for 
he gave a full Teſtimony of his Divi- 

nity by the Miracle he_wrought in the 
Multitude of Fiſhes caught, by breathing 
on the Apoſtles the Holy Ghoſt, and 

by aſcending up into Heaven in the $1ght* 
of his Diſciples. For being nv Man afſ- 18 
cended into 2 but he which came domn 
from Heaven, the Son of Man, which was 


'Y 

| 

' 1 
' 8 


was united to any Human Soul, but 
in that Perſon, tis plain this Soul muſt 
be the ſame which he had before. | 
The Principle Cauſe of 

God, for no other Power A * 
but that which is Omnipok | 
tent, can raiſe the Dead, Eph. 11. 
19. This Jeſus bath God raiſed up, As 
2. 32. Gal. I. I. 7 as the eternal Son 

4 


ä 
— — —ͤ— ——_—_— — — ee eee ms 


1 


1286 The Sinner Convicled; or, ; 
of God and the Holy Ghoſt, are of the 


lame Eſſence, and conſequently of the 
fame Power with God, ſo we muſt he- 
lieve that the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, raiſed Chriſt from the Dead. Chritt 

lainly ſhews, that he had a Power in 


Himſelf to do this; I will deſtroy this 


Temple, and in three Days raiſe it up; mean- 
ing the Temple of his Body : Which 
might be very well call'd fo, becauſe the 


" Fulnefsof the Godbead dwelt in him Bodily. 


The third Particular, is, the circum- 
ſtantial part; namely, the third Day, 
and this was typified by Foras's being 
three Days and three Nights in the 
Whale'sBelly.and then by the ſpecial Com- 
mand of God, he was rendered ſafe upon 
the dry Land, and ſent a Preacher of Re- 
pentance to the great City of Ninevah. As 
Jonas was three Days and three Nights in 
tbe Whale's Belly, ſo the Son of Man ſhould be 
three Days and three Nights in the Heart of 
the Earth, Mat. 12. 38. ” 442 

Now, we mult not look upon thoſe 


WW Nights as diſtin from the Days, but 
as Moſes ſpake, the Evening and the Morn- 


, that is, the Night and the Day, were 
the firſt Day. Nor muſt we imagine, 


IT that thoſe three Days were compleated 
| after our Saviour's Death, and before he 


roſe 3 
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roſe ; but that upon the firſt of thoſe 
three Days he died, and upon the laſt of 
thoſe three Days he roſe. As we find that 
eight Days were accompliſhed for the 
Circumciſing of the Child, Luke 2. 21. 
and yet Chriſt was born upon the fir li 
and Circumciſed upon the laſt of thoſe 
eight Days. Nor were there any more 
than ſix whole Days between the Day !' 8 
of his Birth, and the Day of his Cir- 
cumciſion, the one upon the'22th of Deo. 

the other on the 1/7 of Fan. j 
The next thing, is, what Day of the 
Week was that third Day? St. Luke 24. 
T7, St. John 20. 1. St. Mark 16. I, 2. St. 
Matt. 28. 1. tell us, twas on the firſt Dax 
of the Week. Now, Chrilt's Body being 
laid in the Sepulchre on the Day of Pre- 
paration, (which was the Day before 
the Sabbath,wherein they prepared things 
neceſſary for the Sabbath)and continuing 
there the whole Sabbath following, which 
concluded the Week: The next Day early 
in the Morning, he roſe, whereby it camæ 
to paſs, that the Obligation of the Fews 
i Sabbath, which was the ſeventli Day, 
died, and was buried with him; but HA 
manner by a diurnal Tranſmutaticn, zei- 
ved again at his Reſurrection; therctore as 
G 5: on 
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on this Day our Redemption was wrought 
by Chriſt's Reſurrection, which was a 
_ Del iverance than that of the Chil- 
ren of Iſrael out of Egypt, at which 
time there was a Change in the Year 
by the Command of God. This Month, 
the Month Aib, ſhall be mito you the 
begr#ning of Months; it ſhall be the firſt Month 
of the Tear to you. So was there a Change 
in the Weekly Account, for the firſt Da 
Is made the ſeventh, or the ſeventh i 
ter the firſt is ſanctified; the firſt Day, be- 


cauſe on that Day Chriſt roſe from the 
Dead, and the ſeventh Day from that 
$ firſt for ever, becauſe he who roſe upon 
| that Day, was the ſame God which 
created the World, and reſted the ſeventh 
Day. * 


From hence it is the Sabbath was chan- 


ged from the ſeventh to the firſt Day of 


the Week, and that this Day was ſo 
Religiouſly obſervd by the Meeting 


together of the Apoſtles, to perform Ho- 
tity and Religious Duties, John 20. 19, 


26. Aﬀs 2. I. ch. 2. 41. ch. 20. 7. And 
from thence this is call'd the Lord's Day, 
Rev. I. 10. | 
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"Tis neceſſary to believe 
the Reſurrection, becauſe Bp of | 
we are aſſur'd he which died, 
was the Lord of Lite: And though he 


was crucified through Weakneſs, yet be Toeth 


by the Power of God, 2 Cor. 13. 4. 
Secondly, By his Reſurrection we are aſ⸗ 


ſured of our Juitification ; for he was de- 


livered for our Offences, and rai ſed for 
our Fuſtification, Rom. 4. 25. 

Thirdly, It is neceſſary to pronounce the 
Reſurrection of Chriſt, as an Article of 
our Faith, that thereby we might ground, 
confirm, ſtrengthen, and declare our 
Hope, | Pet. I. 2. Rom. 8. 11. 

Fourtbly,*Tis necellary to profeſs his Re- 
ſurrection, that it may work its proper 
Operation on our Lives. For as Chn/ſt 8 


was raiſed from the Dead by the . Glory of 
the Father, even ſo we ſhould walk in Ner- 


neſs of Life. 
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Article VI. 


He aſcended into Heaven, and ſet- 
teth on the Right Hand of God, 
the Father Almighty. 


His Article contains two diſtin& 
Parts; the one tranſient, which 

is Chrift's Aſcenſion, the other perma- 
nent, which 1s his ming: 057 
. In the Aſcention of Chriſt, 
9 theſe Words of the Creed 
N proponnd to us three Conſi- 
derations; the firſt, of the Perſon, He, and 
therefore ſhall prove that He, namely, 


the promiſed Meftas, was to aſcend into 


| 
* 
} 


l 
4 


1 


Heaven. The High Prieſt under the Law, 


was an expreſs Type of the Mefras, and 
his Prieſtly Office; the Atonement which 
he made, was the Repreſentation of the 
Propitiation in Chriſt for the Sins of 
the World. For the making this A- 


\ tonement.the High Prieſt alone, and none 


——— — 


. 
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| beſides him, went but once every Year, 


and 
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and no oftner, into the Holy of Holies, 


Lev. 16. 2. and thereby ſhieweth, that the | 


High Prieft of the good things to come, by a 
greater and more perfect Tabernacle not made 
with Hands, was to enter into the Holy Place, 
ha v ingoltained eternal Redemption for us, 
Heb. 9. 11, 12. Nor was this typified, 
but alſo foretold in the 68th F/alm and 
18th Verſe, Thou haſt aſcended up on higb; 
thou haſt led Captivity captive , thou baſt re- 
cerved Gifts for wn — 

Now, that he di 
this Type and Prophecy by ung 
aſcending into Heaven, is plain. For 
when he had ſpoken unto the Diſciples, and } 
blejfed them, laying his Hands upon them, 
and ſo was corporally preſent with them, 
even while he bleſſed them, he parted” from 
them; and while they beheld, he was taken 
up, and a Cloud received him out of their Sight, 
and ſo he was carried up into Heaven, 
while they looked ſtedfaſtly towards Heaven, 
as be went wp, Acts 1. 10. Beſides the 
Eye-Witneſs of- the Apoſtles, there was 
added the Teſtimony of Angels in the 
lame Chapter. 
No, the place were our Saviour went 
into, to be ſure at leaſt is the —_— 
OT 


_ aſcend. 


Iten. 


F ²˙· A. 
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for certainly he aſcended as 
far as St. Paul was caught 
up, that 1s, into the third 
Heaven. For we have a great 
High Prieſt that is paſſed through the Heaven, 
Heb: 4. 14. and this becauſe he was 
made higher than the Heavens, Heb. 7. 
26. For he that deſcended, is the 
ſame alſo that aſcended up far above 
all Heavens, Epbeſ. 4. 10. We muſt be- 
lieve Chriſt is aſcended thro* and above 
the Heavens, and yet is ſtill in Heaven, 
for he is entred intu that within the Vail, 
Heb. 6. 19. There is his Paſſage thro 
the Heavens; Into the Holy Place, even 
into Heaven it ſelf, to appear in the Preſence 


The Place 


where be did 


cf God. This is the Heaven of Heavens, 


Heb. 9. 12, 24. 
* Our Faith by this Belief. 
The Neceſſity + td and 1 
of this Belief. 8 Contirm d an augument 
ed; for by believing in him 
who is received unto the Father, and 
therefore certainly came from the Father 
His Father ſent him, and we have recei- 
ved the Maſſage which we are aſſured h 
was ſent to deliver, becauſe he was {: 
highly rewarded by him. that ſent him 
to deliver it. Our Faith is therefore aug- 
mented, as being the Evidence of things not 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, Our Faith is corroborated. We 


could never expect our Duſt and Aſhes 


ſhould aſcend into Heaven, but being 
our Nature is gone before in him, we 
can now hope to follow him, John 14. 
4. Heb. 10. 20. 

Thirdly, Tis neceſſary to raiſe our 
Affections; for where our Treaſure is, there 
will our Hearts be alſo, Matt. 6. 21. 


Fourthly, If Chriſt had not aſcended, 
the Holy Ghoſt had not deſcended. If 


I go not away, the Comforter will not come 

unto you; but if I depart, I will fend him 

unto you, John 16. 7. Nor had the 

Avoſt 

had not received the Holy Ghoſt ; which 

W N Chriſt's Aſcenſion, they never 
ad. 


And ſitteth on the Right Hand of 


God, the Father Almighty. 


N theſe Words are contained, firſt, the 
Seſſion of the Son,which ſheweth, that 
Chriſt, upon his Aſcenſion, is ſet down at 
the right Hand of God. Secondly, The De- 
{cription of the Father,to wit, that God, 
at whoſe right Hand Chriſt is ſet down, 
is the Father Almighty. ik. 
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Th 
| 2 The fr '/t of theſe, was evi 
2 pr e po ben fs 

e taken out of Priſon, an his 


_ rifed. 775 to 4: Supreme Po- 
er of Egypt, Gen. 41. 40, 42, 
43. Thus Foſepb had the Execution of = 
all Regal Power commited to him ; but 
the Authority, by which he moved. 
remain' d in Pharaoh ſtill. Thus Chrif, by 
| fitting at the right Hand of God, hath ob- 
tained Power to rule and govern all things 
| 


both in Heaven and Earth, and under 
the Earth, ( eſpecially as the Ruler of his 
Houſe, that is, the Church) and by Com- 
mand all theſe things ſhall bow down to 
him: But all this in the Name of the 
Father, who ftill keeps his original Au- 
| thority. Criſt's Seſſion was alſo foretold 
| by David: The Lord ſaid unto my 
Lord, Sit thou at my«right Hand until I make 
thine Enemies thy Foct-ftool, Pſal. 110. 1. 
| Theſe Words muſt be ſpoken of Chriſt, 
for he which is ſaid to fit at the right 
* Hind of God, is allo ſaid to be a Prizft 
for ever after the Order of Melchiſedeck. Nor 
was this Honour ever promiſed to any 
but the Aſeſtas; for to wich of bis Angel 
faid be at any time, Sit on my Right Hand, 
tilll make thine Enemies thy Foot-/'ool? That 
Chriftdoes lit at the right Hand af God, is 
evident 


—— 
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evident from the Evangeliſt, for his Aſ- 
cenſion was the way to his Seſſion, and 
his Seſſion the End of his Aſcenſion. He 
was received up into Heaven, and ſet on 
the right Han of God, Mark 16. 
Yar 1 e 
ur next Enquiry, 18, to . 

know the edieffnipartince * _— 
of the Phraſe, how the ſit- Hand of Gor. 
ting down at the Right 

Hand of God, is applicable to Chrift, 
Now, God being a Spirit, and no Body, 
conſequently has no corporea! Parts, and 
thetthife no Hands; but as God is pleaſed 
to defcend to our Capacities, ſo he ex- 
preſſeth that which is in himſelf, by 
ſome Analogy with that which be- 
longs to us. Thus, as the Hands of Man 


are thoſe organicil active Parts, by which 


the Strength of our Bodies 1s expreſſed, and 
moſt of our natural and artificial Acti- 
ons perform'd, fo by the right Hand of 
God, is ſignified the exceeding great and 
infinite Power of God. Again, asthe moſt 
honourable Place amongſt Men, 1s the 
right Hand, 1 King. 2. 19. ſo by the right 
Hand of God, is meant the Glorious Ma- 
jeſty of God, Heb. 8. I. 

Thirdly, As Gifts of Men are given 
and received by the Hands of Men, and 


every 
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every perfect Gift comes of the Father of 
Lights, therefore the right Hand of God is 
the place of Cœleſtial Happineſs and 
perfect Felicity, Pſal. 16. 11. Chriſt after 
all his Pains and: Sorrows in this World, 
now refteth above with unſpeakable Joy 
and everlaſting Felicity. - 8 
A4 s for the other Part of 
What is meant the Phraſe, that is, his Seſ- 
oy" Ws Atting ſion, we mult not look upon 
| at the right .» of 
Hd of Cd. it as determining any Po- 
{ture of his Body in Heaven, 
F that he ſits there as we do upon Earth; 
but that being aſcended into Heaven, he 
bath taken his Manſion or Habitation 
there, and ſo hath he ſeated himſelf, and 
dwelleth in the higheſtHeavens; for in the 
8th. of Rom. and 34th. Verſ. and in the 
1 Epiltle of St. Pet. Chrift is not ſaid to 
ſit down, but that he is at the rigbt Hand 
of God. As ſitting doth imply Reſt, fo 
is Chriſt ſeated and freed from all Di- 
ſturbance and Oppoſition, Matt. 4. 4. As 
Dominion, Soveraignty, and Power, ſo 
Chriſt muſt reign till. he bath put all things 
under his Feet. As ſitting implieth the 
Right of Judicature, and ſo expreſſeth 
a King that ſitteth on the Throne of Fudg- —_ 4 
ment, Prov. 20. 8. ſo Chriſt ſitting at the 1155 | 
right Hand of God; is declard Judge of the ew: 
| Quick and the Dead. Our 


ſente 
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OurBelief of this, is neceſſa- 
ry to mind us of our Duty. 
TheMajeſty of a King claim- 


The Neceſſi. 
of this Belief. 


eth the Loyalty of a Subject ; and if 


we acknowledge his Authority, we mult 
{ſubmit unto his Power. 


Secondly, By this we are aſſured of an 
auſpicious Protection under his Gracious: 


Dominion. To: him that overcometh, will 
T grant to fit with mein my Throne, even as 


T alſo overcame, amd am ſet down with my 


Father in his Throne, Rev. 3. 21. 


Thirdly, By this we are aſſured of his 


moſt gracious Interceflion, I any Man 
Su, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
Jeſus Chrift the Righteous. 
Having thus explicated 
the Seſſion of our Saviour, of the Word 
we are next to conſider the Almighty, 
Deſcription of him, at whoſe | 
right Hand he is ſet down, and this 
the Father Almighty. Now, the Word Al- 
mighty in the firſt Article, ſignifies Au- 
thority of Dominion, but here Power in 


Operation; as firſt, God is able to act and 


produce true and real Effects. Secondly, 
he is able to produce any Effect without 
any Poſſibility of Impediment or Re- 
ſiſtance: And in this Reſpect, he is repre- 
ſented to us as an Almighty God. 

: | Firſt 
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AnExplication 


ſhall diſanul it? bis Hand is ſtretched out. 
au who ſhall turn it back? Ia. 14. 27. 


it may be truly ſaid, God cannot effect 


5 — - 
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Firſt then, We mult ſay God is Om. 
nipotent or Almighty, becauſe all Po- 
er whatſoever is in any Creature, is derived 
from him, and well may he be term'd 
Almighty, who is the Fountain of all 
Might. 

- Secondly, He is Omnipotent, becauſe 
there can be no Reſiſtance to his Will. 
The Lord of Hoſts hath purpoſed, and who 


Thirdly.- God is yet more properly cal- 
led Omnipotent, becauſe his own Power 
extendeth it ſelf to all things ; neither L. 
is there any thing imaginably poſſible We a 
which he cannot do. As for Impoſſibili- Done 
ties, they coutradict all Power, as a Thing 
to be, and not to be, at the ſame Time, Omr 
and in the ſame Reſpect; and therefore 


that which involves a Contradiction, but 
with no Derogation from his Power: 


And it may be as truly ſaid God can Fro 


effect whatſoever involveth not a Contra: 
diction, which is an Expreſſion of an 
infinite Power. 6 E 
| ; Tis necellary to. profeſs | 
25. Fa J Belief in God Almighty. For T 
this Omnipotence begets 7 

Fear and Reverence, Submiſſion and Obe- 
| dience, 


hd 
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dienco, which is due unto his infinite 
Majeity. | | 

Secondly, *Tis neceſſary, as being 
the Foundation of our Faith. All the 
Miracles which have been ſeen, were 
therefore wrought, that we might believe; 
and never Miracle had been ſeen, if God 
had not been Ommpotent. 

Thirdh, Tis neceſſary to make us re- 
ly upon the Promiſes of God. For we 
may. expect, when we acknowledge he 
is able to perform, Rom. 4. 20, 21. 

Laſtly, It gives Life to our Devotion. 
We ask thoſe things from Heaven, which 
none but God can give, and many of 
them ſuch, that if God himſelf were not 
Omnipotent, he could not effect. 


— 


Article VII. | 


From thence he ſball come to judge 


the @ uick and the Dead. 


His Article contains in it four parti- 
cular Conſiderations, and no more. 
Firſt, That Chriſt, who is gone from 
us, ſhall come again. And for — 
BY 
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Iluſtration of this Particular, we muſt 


firſt ſhew, that the promiſed Meſtas 
was to come again after he once was 
come. This ſecond Avent was not only 
certainly, but copiouſſy foretold in Scrip- 
ture, for as often as we read of his Grief 
and Humility, ſo often we are admo- 
niſh'd of his coming to ſuffer; as often 
as we hear of his Power and Glory, ſo 
often we are aſſured of his coming to 
judge. Daniel more particularly ſaw the 
Repreſentation of hisJudiciary Power and 
Glory. T1 ſaw in the Night Viſions, and be- 
bold one Iike the Son of Man came with the 
Clouds of Heaven, and came to the Ancient 
of Days. and they brought him before him, 
Aud there was given him Dominion and Glory, 


and a Kingdom, that all People, Nations, and 


Languages ſhall ſerve him, &c. Dan. 7. 13. 

Secondly, That Feſus, ( whom we have 
already proved once to have come as the 
true Mefras.) did promiſe and aſſure us 
of a ſecond coming, does not appear 
only from the Teltemony of the Angels, 
as in Ad 1. 2. but from the Promiſe 
of Chriſt himſelf to his Apoſtles : If I 
go to prepare a place for you, I wall 


come azain, and receive you unto my 


ſelf, Fohn 14. 3. Ye have heard how 


1 ſaid unto you, I go away, and will 


come 
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come again unto you, Verſ. 28. And this 
too, as the Meftas, was foretold to come. 


Behold be cometh with Clouds, and every Eye 
ſhall ſee him, and they alſowhich pierced him. 


| Theſe Clouds were anciently expounded 


by the Fews, of the Glorious Attendance 
of the Angels waiting upon the Son of 
Jeſus hath taught us to 
expect his coming in the ſame manner, 
ſaying, For the Son of Man ſhall come in the 
Glory of his Father, with his Angels. And 
thus our Feſus, as the true Maſtas, ſhall 
come again. 

Szcondly, That the place from whence 
he ſhall then come, is the higheſt 
Heaven, to which he firſt aſcended. 
For from thence he ſhall come. This is 
fully expreſſed in the Creed by Reflection 
upon the Place whither he went when ne 
departed from us: For he 2 into 
Heaven, and fitteth un the right Hand of God, 


and from thence be ſhall come; that is, to judge 


both the Quick and the Dead, when the 
time of the Reſtitution of all things ſhall be 
fulfilled, Acts 3.21. For the Lord bim- 


ſelf ſhall deſcend from Heaven with a Shout, 


with the Voice of the Arch- Angel, and with 
the Trump of God. Our Converſation ought 
to be in Heaven, becauſe from thence we 


look for our Saviour, the Lord Feſus, 1 he 
4. 10! 
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4. 16. Our high Prieſt is gone up into 
the Holy of Holies not made with Hands, 
there to make an Atonement, tor us; there. 
fore as the Children of 1/rael ſtood with: 
out the Tabernacle, expecting the return 
of Aaron, ſo muſt we look into the Heavens, 
and expect Chriſt from thence. Vhen the 
Lord Feſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven 


with his Mighty Angels, 2 Theſ. 1. 7. 


Thirdly, The End tor which he ſhall 
come, and the Action he is then to 


perform, is to Judge; for from thence ſhall 


be come to judge. For the Explication of 
this Action, we mult firſt know how we 
ſhall be aſſured of the Judgment to come; 
that any one Hall come to judge; which is 
evident partly from the Conſcience of a 
Man, which giveth Teſtimony to this 
Truth, for it tellsus what we are to do, and 
what we for ſo doing ſhall receive in the 


World to come. It approves of good Acti- 


ons, and condemns bad ones, tho Conſci- 
ence is not ſo much a Judge, as a Witneſs 
bound over to give Teſtimony for or 
againſt us at ſome Judgments after this 
Life, to paſs upon us. For all Men are a 
Law unto themſelves, and have the Work of 


the Law written in their Hearts, their Conſci- 


ence alſo bearing Witneſs,” and their Thoughts 


in the mean while accuſmg or excuſing the Day 


when God ſhall judge the Secrets of Men. Part- 
ly by conſidering the Nature of God, who 


is to Execute this Judgment, it is as na- 


tural to believe his Juſtice, as his Being; 
and as in this Life, Rewards are not cor- 


reſpondent to the Vertues nor Puniſhments. ' 


proport ionable to Sins of Men; for the 
Wicked often thrive as if they were re- 
warded for their Impieties, and the Godly 
are miſerable, as if they were puniſh'd 
for their Goodneſs : So it muſt 
God, that there ſhall be a Judgment to 
come, and that then he will reward every 
one according to their Deſerts ; and then 
will every Man's Conſcience be a Witneſs 
againſt himſelf, The Heathens, from the 
Power of their own Conſcience, and the 
exact Juſtice of God, did conclude, 


that there is a Judgment to come, A 


24. 25. And to convince us further, God 
hath revealed the ſame in his Word; It 


7s appointed unto Men once to die, but after 


this, the Fudgment. *Tis plain there 1s a 
Judgment to come, there ſhall ſome Per- 
{on come to judge. - NG 

© Secondly, Who this Perſon is, St. Paul re- 
veals in 12. 23. his Epiſtle to the H- 


brews, that God is the Fudge of all. And 


this becauſe he is our Soveraign, and 
by his Laws, we are judged. Whoſoever 
18 H then 


— 


F\ 
The Vanity of Atheiſm Diſplay'd. 145 


juſt in 


| 
| 
| 


_ — — — 
——Ü——ä— ———— — CC — ﬀ — 2 — — 2 — 
— — 


1 
. 
89 


| 


| 


: G 
2 


446 The Sinner Convifted 3 Or, 
then is God, is Judge of all Men. Now, 
che Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, being 
God, as is already proved, and in reſpect 
of the ſame Divinity, having equal Power, 


fall judge. The Father and the Holy 
SGhoſt ſhall judge the World no other. 


wile than by theSon; for the Father judgeth 
Man, but bath committed all Judgment to 
the Fin. There is therefore an original 


and ſupreme Power which Chrif, as God, 


Hath, and there is a derived Power, which 
Chrrft, as Man, hath expreſsly given him by 
the Father, Fob» 5. 27. and from the 
Holy Ghoſt concomitantly. And this be- 
cauſe of the three Perſons, which are God, 
he only is the Son of Man, and therefore 
moſt fit torepreſent the great Mildneſs and 
Sweetneſs 5 Equity in the Severtiy of that 
juſt and irreſpective Judgement. Beſides, 
As he humbled himſelf to all the Infir- 
mites of Human Nature, and the Mi- 


ſeries of this Lite, ſo in regard of his Hu- 
miliat ion, God did exalt him, and part 


of the Exaltation due unto him, was this 
Power of Judging, bn 5. 22, 25, 
27. And this becauſe be is not only 
the Son of God, and ſo truly God, but 
alſo the Son of Man, and fo truly Man, 
becanſe he is that dyn of Man who ſuffered 
ſo much for our Sins. Here is not only 
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the Truth of Chriſt judging the World. 
but the Reaſons why he ſhall come to judge 
the Quick and the Dead. And whom can 
we expect better? For if the Children of 
Iſrael could not bear the Preſence of God., 
as a Law-giver, but deſired to receive the {| 
Law by the Hand of Moſes; how ſhould i 
we appear before the Preſence of that 
God, judging us for the Breach of that 
Law, were it not for a. better Medi- 


ator, of the ſame Nature. that Moſes | 


was, and we are, who is our Judge? 
Thirdly, It being reſolved that the Son 
of Man fhall be the Judge, let us} next 
conſider what he will do, when bel Hall 
come to Fudge ; what the Nature of it, 
and wherein the Action conſiſts: In what 
particular manner this ſhall be perform- 
ed, is no otherwiſe than under a formal 


judiciary Proceſs repreſented to us. 


Firſt, There is deſcribed a Throne, a 
Tribunal, a Judgment Seat, Mat. 19. 28. 
In reſpect then of the Son of Man, he 
ſhall appear in the proper Form of a 
Judge, upon the Throne of Judicature, 


that he may be viſible to all: For the | 


Wicked ſhall not ſee him as Son of 
God, but as Judge, and as Son of Man, 
Secondly, There 1s to be a perſonal Ap- 
pearance of all Men before that Seat f 
. H 2 Indi- 


— — 
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F. Judicature, Rom. 14. 10. Thirdly, All 
| the Actions of thoſe that are brought 
before him, ſhall appear, 1 Cor. 4. 5. 
PFourthh, He will paſs Sentence upon 
Men according to their Actions; either, 
Coms ye Bleſſed of my Father, &c. or, Depart 
Fm me, ye Curſed, &c. Thus appeareth 
* Chrilt's Majeſty by fitting on the 
Throne ; his Authority by making all 
come before him; his Knowledge and 
Wiſdom by opening all Secrets; his 
Juſtice in condemning Sinners; his Mer- 
cy in abſolving Believers ; his Power in 
the Execution of his Sentence. 
The Fourth and Laſt Conſideration is, 
what is the Object of this Action, who 
are the Perſons to be judged; the 
Quick and the Dead. Now, the Dead are 
underſtood all thoſe whoever died be- 
fore the time of Chriſt's coming to 
Judgment, and by the Quick, ſuch as thall 
be alive: But the Queſtion is, whether 
thoſe that ſhall be found alive at our 
Saviour's coming, ſhall continue fo 
*till they come to Judgment, or upon 
his firſt Appearance, they ſhall die, and 
after Death revive, and come to ſudg- 
ment with others? The Apoſtle tells us, 
then we which are alive, and remain, ſhall 
$e caught up together with them in the 
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Clouds. to meet the Lord in the Air, and fo 


Pall we be for ever with the Eord, 1 Theſl. © ; 


4. 17. The ſame is farther confirm'd by 


the ſame Apoſtle, ſaying, Behold I fhew 


yur a Myſtery ;, we Hall not all ſleep, but we 
ſhall be changed; which Sleep is not op- 
poſed to a long Death, but even Death 
it ſelf, as it followeth; the Dead ſhall be 
ratſed incorruptible, and we which fhall 


not fleep, fall be changed; ſo that their 


Mutation ſhall be unto them as a Reſur- 


rection; therefore Chrift, by judging the 


Quick, ſhall judge thoſe who, being alive 
at his coming, ſhall be changed; and 
by judging the Dead, is meant thoſe that 
die before Chriſt's coming. 

The Neceſſity of this Belief, is firſt, to- 
aſſure us of an over-ruling Providence in 


this World; that altho' the Righteons: 


may ſuffer in this Life, and the Wicked 
proſper, yet there ſhall be. hereafter 


a due and proportionable Diſpenſation 
of Rewards and Puniſhments, accord- 


ing to Mens Actions upon Earth. 
Secondly, To ſtir Men up to Repen- 


tance: Was it not thro? fear of Judg- 


ment to come, Men would never leave off 


the Pleaſure of Sinning, and by a ſevere" 


Repentance, create aBitterneſs to therrown 


Souls; but when convicted of a Judgment, - 
H 3 will 
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will be afraid to Sin, leaſt they ſhould 
treaſure up ,unto themſelves Wrath a- 
gainſt the Day of Wrath, aud Revelation of 
the Righteous Fudgment to come. | 


Thirdly, "Tis neceſſary to believe Chriſt concel 
to be Judge of the Quick and Dead, for ceſſar 
the ſtrengthening of our Hope, and the fe of 
encreaſing our Comfort: For if we ex- Gboft 


pect to be judged according to our Le 
orks, none can expect Life. But if we Spiri 
believe Chriſt, our Redeemer, to be deave 
Judge, then we may expect to receive lieve 
Sentence, not according to the Rigour Part 
of the Law, but the Mildneſs and Mer- 


knov 
cies of the Goſpel. Conſider, Chriſt is N 
our Brother, our Redeemer, our High the 
Prieſt, our Advocate; we may there- Fat] 
fore have Boldneſs and Acceſs with Confi- tif 
. dence, by the Faith of him, unto the Throne in! 
of this Judge, Eph. 3. 12 Son 
| feſs 
i 9 You. 8 peg tw 
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E Word, Believe, is only uſed ra 
here by way of Repetition, and th 


has the fame Signification as it by 


- 

FT 

\ 0 

I. 1 

s 
1 

1 

19 . 

1 

| 

' 


The Vanity of Atheiſm Difplay'#. it 
has in the firſt Article, to which the 
Reader may refer himſelf for its Expli 
cation. N 
Now, to ſhew. what, we are to bel ie | 
concerning the Holy Ghoſt, it will be ne- 418 
ceſſary to conſider, the Nature and Ot- 54 
fice of that bleſſed Spirit, for ſo the Nord 
Ghoſt or Ghaſt ſignified in the Old Saxe 
on Language. As to the Exiſtence of the 
Spirit of God, twill be needleſs to en 
deavour to prove it, becauſe it Was be- 
lieved by all, tho* ſome differed about the 
Ir Particulars of it: The main thing to 14 
Fe know, is, what this Holy Ghoſt is. _— 
y Now, the Holy Ghoſt deſcrib'd to us in 
e 


= 


the Word of God, and joind with the 
Father and the Son, in the Form of Bap- 
tiſm, is a Perſon. We are all baptiſed 
in the Name of three, the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghoſt: We all con- 
feſs, that the firſt two of theſe are Perſonsʒ 
"twill be alſo proved, that the third is 2 
Perſon, i. e. a ſpiritual and intellectual 
Subſiſtence. Now, tis very ſtrange to 
ſuppoſe the Holy Ghoſt, which ſan- 
&rfes Men, no Subſtance, when we can't 
be certain that there is any thing ope- ll 
rative in the World, befides ſubſtantial - 1 
things; and if Men are. not ſanified 1}? 
by that, they can partake of no Holt- 
H 4 neſs, 
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neſs. There are ſome Expreſſions in 
Scripture relating to the Holy Ghoſt, 
which cannot be attributed to a Perſon, 
i. e. does not prove the Holy Ghoſt or 
Spirit to be a Perſon ; but then the 
Word Spirit is often taken in a different 
Senfe, inſomuch that it does not al- 
ways ſignify the Holy Ghoſt, or Spirit 
of God; but twill be enough to our Pur- 


Perſon, if we can demonſtrate that the 
Scriptures declare unto us the Holy 
Gholt as a Perſon, by ſuch Attributes 
and Expreflions as cannot be underſtood 
to be ſpoken of the Spirit of God, any 


other way than as a Perſon. Secondly, Hol 
That ſuch Expreſſions in Scripture, Per! 
which contradict the Perſon of the Holy ſtif 
Ghoſt, either are not ſo repugnant as is not 
objected, or, if they be, they belong | 
unto” the Spirit, as it ſignifies not a ger 
Perion. | thi 
Firft then, the Holy {or 

TheHoly Ghoſt Gholt, or good Spirit of Pe 
os #& %; God, is clearly and formal. lon 
wes which ly oppoſed to thoſe evil 5 
are Perſons. Spirits, which are and muſt ſe 
| be acknowledged Perſons, m 
of a ſpiritual and intellectual Sub- be 
0 


ſtance, as the Spirit of the Lord departed 
| | from 
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3 1h from Saul, and an evil Spirit from the Lord 


hoſt, troubled him, 18am. 16.14. Now, what theſe 1 

ſon, evil Spirits are, you may turther confirm 
or your ſelf in 2 Chron. 1 8. 20,21. 8 
the Again, the New Teftament | 


rent doth deſcribe the Holy Ghoſt, Further pro- 


al. by the only evident Marks 7x 883 [4 
uit and Signs of a Perſon, Epb. genf "Marks ef, 
ur- 4.30. We mnſt not grieve the Spi- a Nn. | 
e a rit of God, Rom. 8. 26. it inn 

the terceeds for us, 1 Cor. 2. 10, 1 I. ĩt ſear ches all 
ly things. Theſe Operations belong to a Per- 
tes ſon, of which a Quality is not capable. 


_— 


ol Beſides, in St. John s Goſpel, Chap. 14. 26. 
* ch. 15. 26, 27. ch. 16. 78. ch. 13. 14. the 
ly, Holy Ghoſt or Spirit, is ſaid to be a 


. ** 4 
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55 Perſon, hearing, ſpeaking, receiving, te- 

y ſtifying, reproving, inſtructing z Which 

18 nothing but a Perſon can do. 0 
8 But tis objected, that the .— 
a Scripture often gives to thoſe 73, Orjeckion 


things, which are mo Per- removed. 9 

ſons, ſuch as are proper to = 

Perſons; ſothe Apdtle ſays, Charity ſufferetv 

long, and is kind, M. Now, this Action of 

Suffering does not belong to Charity it 

ſelf, but the Perſon,who is charitable; in 
; 
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many other places of Scripture, it may 
be found ſo. The Spirit is often taken 
for God, becauſe God does many things 
H 5 by | 


—— oo 2 


- 


[hx 54 The Sinner Convifted ; or, 
by Vertue of the Spirit that is in him. 


— —— — 


But this Objection is anſwered by pro- 
ving, that there are ſeveral perſonal Attri- 


butes given in the Sacred Scriptures ex- 


preſsly to the Holy Ghoſt, which cannot 


de underſtood to mean God the Father, 


nor any other elſe beſides the Holy . 
Ghoſt: For it is ſaid, He maketh Interceſ- 


n for us according to the Will of bis Father. 


Now, to make Interceſſion, can't be attri- 


buted to the Father. Again, our Savi- 
+ our faith, F go not away, the Comforter 
! will not come unto 


yon; but if I depart, I 
vill ſend bim unto you, John 16. 7. But 
to come unto Men, as being ſent, cannot 
| 

be aſcrib'd unto God the Father, who 


WE ſendeth, but is never ſent ; eſpecially 
Wen the Father is faid to ſend him, 
Fand that in the Name of the Son, whom 
B+ the Father will ſend in my Name, faith our 


ö 


| Saviour. 


| Secondly, They ſay ſome 


| Another Ob- Expreſſions in Scripture op- 
| ge#ion taken pole the Perſonality of the 


. Holy Choſt, as that the Spirit 
1 is given; and that ſome- 
mes in Meaſure, ſometimes without 


= Meaſure ; that the Spirit is poured out, and 
= Men drink of it, and are filled : Some- 


thing is taken from it, and ſometimes it 
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into the World, and certainly the Son 
of God is a Perſon. But beſides, we ac- 
knowledge the Effects and Operations 
of the Spirit, to have in the Scriptures 
the Name of the Spirit, who is the Gaufe 
of thoſe Operations. And being to that 
Spirit, as the Cauſe, we have already 
ſhewn thoſe Attributes to be given, Which 


can agree to nothing but a Perſon,  } 
which * the Perſonality of the Ho- 


ly Gho e 
Firſt, Our next Aſſert ion 


18, that the Holy Ghoſt is Le Holy 1 
4 .Gboſt d. Dis. 


not a created, but Divine %% 
| ine and un- 
and uncreated Perſon. Now, ;,eate N 
the Spirit of God, which is Di © 
in God, is not a created Per- 


- 


ſorly; but the Holy Ghoſt is the Spirit of 


God, which is in God, and therefore nôt 
2 created Perſon: The Apoſtle ſays, The 


things of God knoweth no Man, but the Spi- 


rit of God. That this Spirit of God is 


the Holy Ghoſt, and being ſo, cannot 1 
be a created Perſon, is granted by the 


Socimiams; and altho' ſome ſay it is not 
expreſſed in the Text, that the Spirit is 
in God, yet *tis implied. 


* 
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is extinguiſhed ; therefore tis not a Perſon: 7 
Now, God is ſaid to have ſent his Son | 


Second 15 
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WP  Secondly,'The unpardonable Sin againſt 
the Hol 


Operation 


= Chriſt was conceived in the Womb of the 
= Virgin, was no created Perſon : For by 

virtue of that Conception, he was cal- 
led the Son of God, Luke 1. 35. But the 


Hol 


y Ghoſt it was, by whoſe Operation 


Chriſt was conceived in the Womb 


of 


— _ 


y Ghoſt ,” proves him to be a 
Perſon; otherwiſe the Sin could not be 
diſtinct from thoſe Sins which are com- 
mitted againſt him, whoſe Spirit he is; 
and that a Perſon uncreated, elſe the 
Sin could receive no Aggravation beyond 
other Sins and Blaſphemies. 
\ | Thardly , Every created Perſon was 
made by the Son of God as God, John 13, 
and is now put under the Feet of the Son 
of God as Man, 1 Cor, 15. 27. But the Spi- 
rit of God was not made by the Son of 
God, (for he rather made the World; By 
bis Spirit he hath garniſhed the Heavens; ) 
nor is he put under the Feet of the Son 
of Man: For with ſupreme Authority, 
together with the Father, /he ſent the 
Prophets, as Iſaiah teltifieth, ſaying, 
Vor the Lord God and his Spirit bath ſent me. 
& And ſince Chriſt's Exaltation continues 
his Power, 1 Cor. 12. therefore the Spirit 
ol God can be no created Perſon. 
= - Fourthly, He, by whoſe 
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of the Virgin; therefore the Spi- 
of God 1s no created Perſon. 


Now, if the Holy Ghoſt 2 the hk, N q 


be 2 Perſon, and that an Ghoſt proved 
uncreated Perſon, our third from his un- 
Aſſertion will follow, that Teatee Ee 
the Spirit of God, in whoſe “““ 
Name we are baptiſed, is God: For there 
is no uucreated Eſſence , beſides the Eſ- 
ſence of the one eternal God, Beſides, tis 
plain from Scripture, Even into this Day, 
when Moſes is read, the Vail is upon their 
Heart; nevertheleſs, when it Hall turn to the 
Lord, the Vail ſhall be taken away. Now, the 
Lord is that Spirit, 2 Cor. 3. 15, 16, 17. The 
Spirit is plainly ſaid to be the Lord, 
that is Jehovah, the one eternal God: 
For the Apoſtle ſpeaketh of the ſame 
Lord which he mentioned in the Verſe 
before, and that is the Lord ſpo- 
ken of in the Book of Exodus, Ch. 34. v. 


34. therefore by Lord is not meant Chrif 


in this Pre, nor by the Hirit is meant 
the Senſe of the Law, as ſome would have 


it: For the Apoltle ſays, Where the Spirit vB 


of the Lord is, there is Liberty. The Scrip- 
tures plainly manifeſt the ſame Spirit to 
be God; for when Peter ſaid, Anamas, 
why hath Satan filled thine Heart to lie to the 
Holy Ghoſt? He repeateth the ſame Que- 


ſtion, 
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ſtion, in Reference to the ſame Offence, 
y haft thou conceived this thing in thing 
Heart? thou haſt not lied unto Men, but unto 
God; which painly makes ont the Holy 
Ghoſt to be God; tor to lie unto the Holy 
| Ghoſt, is to lie unto God. FINE 
Again, that Perſon whoſe 
Wo Frombicinb:- Tnhabitation, or Dwelling 
we en, „ in us, maketh a Temple, is 
N webe n in God: For if the Notion of 
a Temple be nothing elſe, but to be the 
Houſe of God, if to be the Houſe of any 
Creature, 1s, not to be a Temple, as-it 
is not, then no Inhabitation of an 
created Perſon can make a Temple 
But the Inhabitation of the Holy Ghoſt 
maketh a Temple: hat, know ye not 
| that our Body is the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, 
which is in you? 1 Cor. 6. 19. therefore the 
Holy Ghoſt is God. 
£ The Divine Attributes, ns 
From bis Di- Omniſcience, Omnipotence, 
— Aitri- Omnipreſence, and the like, 
| ; which belong unto the Ho- 
& ly Ghoſt, as they do unto God, plain- 
I prove the Holy Ghoſt to be God: For 
= theſe Attributes are the Properties of 
che Divine Nature. And he that by 
= theſe Attributes can do, and to whom 
are attributed thoſe Works which are 
| | proper 
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proper unto God, and by Reaſon of 
theſe God 2 * us to acknowledge 
and worſhip him, as God, 1s pr 7 
and truly God: For the Operations of 
ly all things flow from that Eſſence, by 
which they are; and therefore if the G- 
ſe perations be truly Divine, fo muſt the 
18 Eſſence of the Perſon, which produced 


Is them, be truly ſuch ; from whence tis 
f {} plain, that the Holy Ghoſt is God. | 
e Our fourth Aſſertion is, {286% 

7 that the Spirit of God, which TheHoly Ghoſt 

t is the true and living God, rod e Fe 
p is neither God the Father, | 


nor the Son of God; for he which proceed- 
eth from the Father, as does the Holy 1 
Ghoſt, John 15. 26. and is ſent by God 
the Father, and by the Son, from be 
Father, cannot be the Father. | 
© Tho? the Son of God is ng 
God, and the Spirit God, Nor the Son. 
yet the Spirit 1s not the Son 
of God; for ſays our Saviour, He ſhall 
glorify me, that is, the Holy Ghoſt ; for he 
ſhall receive of mine, John 16. 14. Now, 
no Perſon: can be ſaid to receive from 
himſelf that which is his own, and to 
glorify himſelf by ſo receiving | 
Again, the coming of the Holy Ghoſt 
depended on our vaviour's departing ; 


If 
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If I go not away, the Comforter will not 
come; therefore the Holy Ghoſt is not 
the Son. Proofs in Scripture, which di- 
ſtinguiſn the Holy Ghoſt from the Fa- 
ther and the Son, Mat. 3. 16. Epheſ. 2. 18. 
Gal. 4. 4, 5, 6. Matt. 28. 19. Fobn 14. 26, 
the 25 Ch. and 26 Ver. | 
Our ny; 2 is, that 
the Holy Ghoſt is the third 
_ 8 Perſon in the Bleſſed Trini- 
ſon in the Tri- ty: For the God-head was 
nity. communicated from the Fa- 
ther to the Son. Tho' this 
was done from all Eternity, and-there- 
fore there could be no Priority in Time, 
yet we muſt acknowledge a Priority in 
Order, by which the Father, and not the 
Son, was firſt. The ſame God-head was 
communicated to the Holy Ghoſt by 
the Father and the Son; therefore the 
Holy Ghoſt muſt be the third Perſon : And 
thoꝰ this was done from all Eternity, yet 
the Priority of Order is to be obſerv'd; 
and thus both the Number and the Or- 
der of the Perſons are fignified together 
by the Apoſtle, faying, There are three that 
bare Record in Heaven, the Father , Son. 
and Holy Ghoſt ; and theſe three are one, 


I John 5. 7. | 


_  — 
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Our ſixth and laſt Afer-- | 
tion, (ſufficient to mant- r 
feſt the Nature of the Ho- gun . 
Ghoſt, as he is the Spirit of Fither and the 

God) teacheth that Spirit Ss. 
to be a Perſon proceeding 
from the Father and the Son. Now, 
this Proceſſion of the Spirit, in Reference 
ta the Father, is delivered expreſsly in 
Scripture, When the Comforter is come, 
whom Iwill ſend unto you from the Father even 
the Spirit of Truth, which proceedeth from 
the Father, be ſhall tefify of me, 15 T5. 
| 26. And tho' it benot expreſsly aid, that 
ne, the Holy Ghoſt proceedeth from the Son, 
in yet tis virtually contain'd there, I 
he know that this ſhall turn to my Salvation, 
as — oug your Prayer, and the Supply of the 
y irit of Feſus Chrift, Phil. 1. 19. 2. e. 
they the 892 which did proceed from 
a Feſus Chri Again, the ſame 8 5 
l which is ſent by the Father, 1s ſent b 
the Son; When the Comforter is come, __ 
I will [end unto you; therefore the Son has 
the Right of Miſſion, and conſequently 
muſt be acknowled ped to have-commu- 
rficated the ſame Eſſence. Now, the- 
Father ſends the Son, and the Holy 
Ghoſt, becauſe he communicated the 
God-head to them both ; and the Father 
and 
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and the Son ſend the Spirit, becauſe they 
both communicated the God-head to the 
Spirit never unto the 
Son and the Father, nor the Son to the Fa- 
ther, becauſe the Spirit received the 
Divinity from the Son and the Fa- 
ther, and the Son from the Father. As 
therefore the Scriptures. do expreſsly de- 
clare, that the Spirit proceedeth from the 


Father, ſo do they virtually teach he 


proceedeth from the Son. 
3 Having now ſhewn. the 
* Ofice of Nature of the Holy Ghoſt, 
beo hef. the next thing is, to delcare 

| his Office, and what 1s attri- 
buted unto him peculiarly in the Salva- 
tion of Man, as the Work wrought by 
him, for which he was ſent by the Fa- 
ther and the Son. 

Firſt then, the Holy Ghoſt is to ſan- 
ctify us, by ſupplying us with thoſe 
things, which, in our own Nature, we 
want to make us Holy and Perfect. 


Secondly, As we are naturally by Cor- 


ruption averſed to the Laws of God, fo 
by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt, our 
Hearts are turned to God and this is 


called Regeneration and Renovation: 


For according to his Mercy, he ſaveth us, 9 
the 


me 
_ l 


beV a 


* 
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r 
ing of 
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the waſhing of Regeneration , and renew- 
ing 12 the Holy Ghoſt, Pet. 3. 5. 
irdly, It directs and governs us in 
our Actions and Converſations: If we 
live in the Spirit, quick ned by his Reno- 
vation, we mult alſo walk in the Spirit, 
Gal. 5. 25. following his Direction, led 
by his Manuduction; and if we walk in 
the Spirit, we ſhall not fulfil the Lafts of the 
Fleſh, Gal. 5. 16. % Rap 
Fourthly,” It will join us to Chrift, and 
make us Members of that one Body, of 
which our Saviour is Head; For 5 one 
re Firit, we are all baytized into one Body ; and 
[1s as the Body is one, and bath many Members, 
a- and all the Members of that one Body, being 
* many, are one Body, ſo alſo is Chriſt, 1 Cor. 
I 12.13. Hereby we know that God abideth in 
us, by the Spirit which be hath given us, 
bh 1 John 3. 24. d 
Fifthly, It aſſures us of the Adoption 
of Sons; For as many as are led by the Spi- 


creates in us a Senſe of the paternal Love 
of God towards us: It gives us an Ear- 
neſt of our everlaſting Inheritance : The 
Love of God is fhed abroad in our Hearts, 


rit of God, they are Sons of Gd; and ſo (lf 


by the Holy Ghoft which is given unto us, 


Rom. 5. 5. 1 
Sxthh, 
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Sixthly, For the effecting of this, the 
Holy Ghoſt ſets apart Holy Men, 2. e. 
the Minifters of God, to fend up Prayers 
to Heaven for us, to bleſs us in the Name 
of God, to teach the Doctrine of the 
Goſpel, to adminiſter the Sacraments 
inftituted by Chriſt, to perform all 
things for the per fecting of the Saints, for 
the Work of the Miniſtry, for the edifying 
of the Body of Chriſt, Ephel. 4. 12. By 
theſe, and the like means, doth the Spirit 
of God ſanctify the Sons of Men. 
Tis neceffary to believe this Article, 
that we may diſtinguiſh three Perſons 
in Profeſſion, as well as in Baptiſm ; 
for we are baptized in the Name of the 


Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 


Ghoſt. 

Secondly, We ought to believe in the 
Holy Ghoſt, not only for the Acknow- 
ledgment of the Eminency of his Per- 
fon; but alfo for Deſire of the Excellen- 
cy of his Graces, and the Abundance of 
his Gifts; fo that with the Apoſtle, we 
may with, that the Grace of our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt, and the Love of God, and the 
Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, be with ns all, 
2 Cor: 17. 14. For if any Man bath not 
the Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of his, Rom. 


8.9 
Thirdly, 


Joy, Rom. 14. 17 


—— 


Thirdly, We ſhould profeſs: Faith in the 
Holy Ghoſt, that the Vill of God may be 
effectual in us, even our Sancti cation, 
1 Thell. 4. 3. 

Fourthly, By this we ſhall be ſtrength- 
ned in our Weakneſſes, ſupported in all 
our Infirnities, comforted in our Diſ- 
couragements, in the midſt of Miſeries, 
we ſhall be filled with Peace and inward 

4. 17- 

Laſtly, The Belief of the Holy Ghoſt 
is neceſſary for the Continuation of a 
ſucceſſive Miniſtry, and a Chriſtian Sub- 
miſſion to the Acts of their Function, un- 
to the End of the World: For as God the 
Father ſent the Son, and the Spirit of the 


Lord waz upon him, &c. ſo the Son ſent 


the Apoſtles; and by Vertue of the ſame 
Spirit, they ſent others, 1 Tim. 5. 22. 


Fit. Is 5. 


Article 
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Article IX. 


The Holy Catholick Church, the | 
Communion of Saints. | 


Ws we are infallibl 
The firſt Be- aſſured of the fir 
<a of the aqua Exiſtence of a Church 

: of Chriſt, is only this; there 
were twelve Apoſtles, with the Dif 
ciples, before the Deſcent of the Holy 
p Ghoſt, in all one hundred and twenty, 
| Add 1.15. when the Holy Ghoſt came, 
after a powerful and miraculous Man- 
ner, upon the bleſſed Apoſtles; and St. 
\ Peter 3 to the Fews, that they 
1 ſhould repent and be baptized in the Name 
c Fefus (hriſt, for the Remiſion of Sins: 
They that gladly received his Word, were 
baptized, and the ſame Day they were added 
unto them about three thouſand Souls; theſe 
being thus added to the reſt, continned 


F > ftedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine and Fel- 
| 2 Joke and in breaking of Bread, and in 


\ Prayers, | 
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Prayers, Acts 2. 41, 42. And all theſe 
Perſons fo continuing, are called the 
Church : Some were Apoſtles, ſome the 
former Diſciples, others ſuch as re- 
pented, believed, and were baptized in 
the Name of Feſus., and continued in 
hearing the Word preached, receiving 
the Sacrament. and joining in publick 

Prayer unto God. 
But tho' the Church was thus begun, 
and repreſented unto us as One in the 
beginning, and likewiſe ſo in the Creed; 
yet was afterwards divided into many; 
the actual Members of that Oye beco- 
ming the Members of ſeveral Churches. 
*Twill therefore be neceſſary to conſider, 
how theſe ſeveral Churches at firft were 
conſtituted, that we may underſtand, 
how in this one Church they were all 
united. | £ 
For the underſtanding of 
this, twill be neceſſary to The different 


; 1 : Interpretation 
know the various Significa- f . ese 
tions of the Word Church, Church. 


which ſometimes was ta- 
ken for the Aſſembly, or meeting toge- 
ther of the People, without any Rela- 
tion to the Worſhip of God or Chrif, 
As 19. 39. In the Old Teftament tis made 
ufe of for the Aſſembly of the Page 
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of God under the Law, and therefore 
properly called the Congregation: Some- 
times taken for the Place, in which the 


Members of the Church did meet, to 


perform this ſolemn and publick Service 
unto God: Beſides theſe few different 
Acceptions, in the New Teftament it al- 
ways ſignifies a Company of Perſons 
profeſſing the Chriſtian Faith; but not 


always taken in the ſame Latitude; 


ſometimes tis taken for many, and 
ſometimes for one Church, yet always 
comprehended under one, tho' in gene- 
ral they were called the Churches of God, 
the Churches of the Gentiles, the Charches of 
the Saints. In particular, we find Be- 
Levers gathered together in the Houſe 
of one ſingle Perſon, called a Church, as 
the Church in the Houſe of Priſilla and A. 


quila, which Churches were nothing elſe 


but the believing and baptiſed Perſons 
of each Family, Rom. 16. fach they ad- 
mitted to join with them in the Wor- 
{ſhip of the ſame God. 
Apain, the Scripture ſpeaks of the 
Churhes of Fudea, Samaraa, Galilee, and 
many others, from - whence it appears, 
that a Collection of ſeveral Congrega- 
tions, every one of which in ſome Senſe 


is a Church, and therefore may be _— 
ed 
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led ſo, yet all the Churches of one Na- 
tion are Wandel and become one Church, 

as being under one Government, and 
one Ruler; and for this Reaſon we read 
not of the Churches, but the Church at 
Feruſalem, 48s 8. 1. the Church at Ai. 
och, the Church at Cæſarea, and the like. 
; Now, as ſeveral Churches are reduced to 
; the Denomination of one Church, in Re- 
lation to the ſingle Governor of thoſe - 
| many Churches; ſo all the Churches of 
all Cities, and all Nations} in the World, 
may be reduc d to the ſanie ſingle Denos. 
_ mination; in Relation to one ſypreme Go - 
vernor of them all, and that one Go- 
vernor is Chriſt, the Biſhop of our Souls: 
Wherefore: the Apoſtle Ne of that, 
in which all Churches do agree, compre-, 
hendeth them under the ſame Appella- 
tion of one Church, and therefore often 
by the Name of Church Matt. 16. 18. | 
are underſtood all Chriſtians whatſoe- 
ver belonging to any Churches, diſper- 
{ed thro' the Giſtant* T3 divided oy of 8 
the e b 4 
That we may the tter „% Voz 
underſtanding the Nature Th Cai of 
af the Church, Which is aud in, whas 
thus one, twill be neceſſa- #? "4005 Coe 
ry to conſider in what that . 
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Unity doth conſiſt. And firſt, this U- 


all agree in one Faith; there is one Lord, 


— - * , 
— — 


nity of the Church, beſides Chriſt's be- 
ing Head of it, relyeth upon the Origi- 


nal of it, which is one; even as a 


Houſe built upon one Foundation, tho? 
conſiſting of many Rooms, and every 


|| Room of many Stones, is not yet ma- 


ny, but one Houſe. Now, there is but 


one Foundation upon which the Church 


is built, and that is Chriſt: For other 


Fomidation can uo Man lay, than that is 
- tard, which is Jeſus 79 1 Cor. 3. 11. 
Secondly, The Church is therefore one, 


tho the Members be many, becauſe they 


and one Faith, Epheſ. 4. 5. and that 


Faith once delivered to the Saints, Jude 3. 


'Thirdly, We are one Church, becauſe 
we acknowledge and receive the ſame 
Sacraments, the Signs and Badges of the 
People of God. When the Apoſtles were 


to found and build the Church, they 


received this Commiſſion; Go and 


_ — 
LI 


wiſe at the Inſtitution o 


| Drink ye all of this „Fer we being many, 


teach all Nations, bapti zing them in the 


Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of - 
the Holy Ghoft , Matt. 28. 19. As one 


Lord, one Faith, ſo one Ba * So like- 


Supper, Chriſt Laid, Eat ye all of this, 


are 


the Lord's 
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are one Bread, and one Body, far we are all 
 Partakers of that one Bread, 1 Cor. 10. 19, 
Fourthly, Whoſoever belongeth to any 
Church, is ſome way called, and all 
which are fo, are called in one Hope of their 
Calling, Epheſ. 4. 4. Eternal Lite is pro- 
miſed to every one; we all worfhip the 
ſame God, and for the ſame End, and 
therefore may well be reputed the ſame 
Church: This is the Unity of Hope. 
Fiſtbh, As we are of one Mind, tho 
many Perſons, Jet in reſpect to Mind, 
are but one; and being all animated by 
one Soul, become one Body: This is 
the Unity of Charity. Nor can they 
be called many, who eFdeavonr to kety 
the Unity of the Spirit, in the Bond of Prace, 
Epheſ. 4. 3. Laftly, The Churches are; 
united by one and the fame Diſcipline, 
all having the ſame paftoral Guides 
by the fame Authority; and as there. 


is no Church where there is no Order, 


no Miniſtry; ſo where the ſame Order 
and Miniſtry is, there is the ſame 
Church: For theſe Reaſons, Millions of 
Perſons, and Multitude of Congregati- 
ons are united into one Body, and be- 

come one Church; and therefore by the 
Church is meant a Body, or Collection 
ol ſeveral Perſons gathered together in 
25 I 2 ſevrral 
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ſeveral Places of the World, for the Wor- 


ſhip of the ſame God, and by the aforeſaid 
Means, united into the ſame Corporation. 
1 The next thing to be con- 


„ e e ſiclered, is, the Exiſtence of 
Habe Ckurell the Church, which is the 


_ . 


- 4. _ 7 Corſtinuation of it in an a- 


"val Being, from the firft Collection 


in the * Apoſtles Times, unto the Con- 
ſummat ion of. all things; and in order 


| to this, I ſhall prove, that it was to have 
an actual Exiſtence of believing Perſons 
in all Ages, to the End of the World. 


Now, we can have no better Aſſurance 
of the Perpetuity of the Church, than 


hat we have from him that built it: And 


| | tho Gol ſuffers many particular Churches 


to ceaſe, yet he will never permit that all 
at them at once {ſhall periſh. Our Savi- 


viour Chrift ſealed his Speech to Peter, with 


à powerful Promiſe of Perpetuity , fay- 
11g, Thon art Peter, and upon this Rock will I 
Hund my Church, and the Gates of Hell ſhall 


UE motprevailagainf it, Matt. 16. 18. And 
when he bid his Diſciples, Go and teach all 


Nations, he addeth a Promiſe to the 
Tame Effect, And lo I am with you always, 
to the End of the World. Hereby he aſſures 
us of the Exiſtence of the Church, to 
the End of the World; of which Exiſtence, 
his- Preſence is the Cauſe, ' The 
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The two next things to A 
be conſid: red, are, the San- Of the Qt 
ctity of the Church, and the N "of 

a Unverſality; the one attr+ 4 
= | buted unto it by the Apoſtles, the: other 
* by the Fathers. The Church was cab 
led Holy, becauſe the Members there-- 
of were called and ſeparated from the 
reſt of the Word. Goa! bath called us with 
| an Holy Calling, 2 Fim. I. 9. and there- 
ture the People ſo-called may be terni'd 
Holy. Second, The Offices appointed 
in the Church, _ the Powers thereot 
exerciſed, are therefore the 
Chur h may be elle Hoh. Thirdix, 
Becauſe the, Profeſſion of our Faith in 
7 engages us to a Holy Lite, 2 Tit. 
and becauſe all within the Church 
5 Abliged by their Profeiſion to Holi- 
neſs of Life; therefore the Church may 
be called Holy. Fourthly,. Becauſe God,, 
by conſtituting a Church, intended a 
Holy People: for himſelt ; therefore - 
the Church may be termed Holy. 
Indeed there is a kind of © Holineſs 


which cannot be attributed to the 
Church , taken in fo great a Latitude 
as now is; for there are both good and 
bad in it. Tis ſaid in the Epheſians, 
that Chriſt gave himſelf for the Church, 

| that 
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that he might preſent it umto . a glori- 
ous Church, not having Spot or Wrinkle, or 
- any ſuch thing, but that it ſhould be Holy 
and without Blemiſh: Indeed this Holi- 
neſs ſhall belong to the Church at the 


End of the World, when the Wicked 


hall be turned into Hell, and fo cut 
off from the Commnnion of the Church, 
when. the Members of the Church re- 
mailing, being perfectly ſanctiſied, 
Mall be eternally glorified ; then ſhall 


the whole Church be truly and perfectly 


Holy. But the Church may be now 
called Holy in Reſpect to the four Rea- 


|} AJons above mentioned. 


The next thing belonging 
The Unicerſa-. to the Church, is that of 


lity of the Univerſality, I believe the 


Cherch.  HolyCatholick Church. Now, 


the Word Catholick has had 


feveral Interpretations, tho it was not 
uſed by the Apoſtles, yet by the prima- 
tive Fathers; hut the moſt. obvious, 
and moſt general Notion of this Cztho- 
ficiſm; id conſiſt in the Diffuſiveneſs, 
or large Extent of the Church, ground- 
ed upon the Commiſſion given to the 


| ö Builders of it; Go teach all Nations Nor 


was God only known in Fadah, but 
in Iſrael, in Salom, and in Sion, Pſal. 
| | 76, 


> 
Y 
| 
/ 
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76. 1, 2. Secondly, Becauſe it teaches all 
things neceſſary for a Chriſtian in this 


Life, and that to come. Thirdly, It teaches 


urtiverſal Obedience to all forts of Men, 


from the wg to the loweſt, requir- 


ing the Performance of all the Evange-. 
lical Commands. Funthiy, Becauſe of 
the Graces given in it, whereby all Dul- 
eaſes of the Soul are * healed , and by 
which our Thoughts, Words, and Acti- 
ons, are regulated, till we become per- 
feck Men in Cbri Feſus. For' thefe Rea- 
ſons the Church is called Fe or 
Unixerſal. | | 
a onghit to believe this, 


| becauſe there is no other Nam The Need | 


of beli ier it. 


under Heaven given among 
Men, whereby we muſt be ſa- 
ved; but the Name of Feſus; and this given | 
no otherwite under Heaven, than in the 
Charch. As none were ſaved from the 
Deluge, but ſuch as were in Noad's Ark, 
which was made by the Command of © 


Cod; as none of the Inhabitants of 


Jericho could efcape the Fire or 
Sword, but ſuch as were within the 
Houſe of Rabab, for whoſe Protection a 
Covenant was made; o none can eſ- 
the eternal Warth of God, which 
Terre to the Church of God. 


1 4 


* Second 55 
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- Secondly, By believing it to be one, 


we may take care never to caſt our ſelres 
or be ejected out of it. 


Dinh, We ſhould believe it ta be Hdly, 
leſt we ſhould preſume to obtain any 


Holineſs which 1s Tequired i in it. 
Futhiy, We ought to believe the Ca- 
| _tholick Church; for except a Man _ 
| That, he can be of none. 


| * 


D. Conrounion F Saints. 


| HE Saints mention d hore: 
. IJ - are the Members of the 
nes 9% Church of Chriſt, as we have 
; | _.. » deſcribed it, built upen the 
1 Apoſtles, laid upon the 1 of 
US - their Doctrine, who do not only aw 
the Goſpel, but are ſanCtified thereb 
and this, becauſe tis Join'd to the or- 
mer Article, in which we profeſs to be- 


Perſons. 

Now, ſuch Perſons as Ka called by a 

1% Holy Calling, and not di ſobedient to it; 

ſuch as are endued with a Holy Faith, 

and On Man's) ;) ſuch as are 4 
e 


—_— . > —— 


Happineſs by being of it, without that 


lieve the Holy Church, where the Church 
is nothing bat a Collection of ſuch 


— 


Saints, or Men of Holine 
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_ tified by the Holy Spirit of Got, and by: 


Virtue thereof do lead a Ho Life, Are: 

"4 Having | 
ſhewn you what are required of Men to 
become Saints, and who they are, which 
may be called ſo; we ſhall next they 


. thoſe Perſons with whom they have this 
Communion, and in what the Communi- 


on, which they have, conſiſts. 

- Firft then, The Saints of God, living 
in the Church of Cbri/; have Communid 
on with God the Father; That which we - 
have ſeru and. beard, declare we e yon, 
that y2 alſo may have Fellowſhip with us; and. - 
truly our Fellowſhip is with tbe Father, * 
John 1.3. ſo likewiſe with the Sons He that 
abideth in the Doctrine of Chriſt, be hath. - 
bot he the Fath:r and the San, 2 John 2. Bl 
and alſo with the Holy Ghoſt; . Becauſe > 


we are Sons, Gad bath 7 — forth the \ irit 


of, his Sn into our Hearts, &c..' Gal. 4. 6 
Nor are they debarned from the San 
nion of Angels; for they know'our Com 


cations therefore. there 15 Foy inthꝭ Preſenca if 

| : ofthe Angels. of God Der CHE Simmer that repent = 
eth; Thus far they, nde with 
God and Angels. 


Again, the 8. int of God upon Earth 
communicate, with Hypocrites, i. e. the- 
me hs ſame. Baptiſm , eat. the. lams 

| I F - © Bread 


22222 ——— — — 


ie The Sinner Convifled;, or, 


Bread, drink the ſame Wine @ the Sa- 
crament; but then they do not commu- 


- nicate with them in the ſame Hypocriſy, 


nor do the Hypocrites communicate with 
the Saints in the ſame Faith and ſame 


| Grace. The Saints of God have Communi- 
on with all the Saint living in the ſame. 
dp e. for they have the Sa Ordinan- 


| © <, partake of the ſame Promiſes, and are 


ed with the ſame Graces. Laſtly, They 


xte in Communion with all the Saints de- : 


parted out of this Life, and admitted to 


1 the Preſence of God; for if I have Com- 
munion with a Saint of God, as ſuch, while 


he liveth here, I have the ſame after his 


[{F Death, becauſe that no ways ren oves the 
Foundation of this Conmunion. 


The Belief of the — 


D. 
„ibi, Kl — ah of Sarnts., is neceſſa- 


v, for it encourages us to 


41 2 Holy Life. 97 we walk in the Light, as 


UE God i in the Li ght, w# have Fellowſhip one 
EY with anotber, 1 John I. 7. Secondly, It 


ſh 2— 


brings us to an humbl Acknowledg- 
ment of fo great a Benefit. Thirdly, It 
make us love thoſe which are alive, and 
reſpect ' thoſe which are dead, Ton- thly, 


It enlarges our Acts of Charity, and by 


the Scripture, we are in 2 more particu- 


[ 


lar- manner, Girected to thoſe of the Houſ- 
2 of Faith. 3 
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THE Creed at firſt was made to be 
1 ufet as 4 Contetl:on of thch as * 
Were to be Baptized, declaring there 
Faith in the Name ot the Father, Son, 
and HolyGholt, and the Forgeneneſs of Sins, 
which by the fame Baptiſm was to be 
obtain'd; therefore in ſome Creeds it was.” 
particularly .exprefled, I believe one Bape” 
tifm'for the Forgioeneſy of Sins,” upon this, 


account we believe, Forgzueneſs. of: Sins is 
to be obtain'd in the Church of Chrif. -- 
To explicate this, we. mult declare the 
Nature of Remiffion of Sins in what this 
Acion doth. confilt; {and for the clearing. i 
of this, we muſt firſt diſcloſe the Nature 

of Sin: Sin is the Trau greſion of the Law, 
1 John. 3. 4. Whoſdbever doth any thing 
_ contrary” to the Law of God, ' inoeths, 
Secondly, The Obligation of Sin, Which 
mult be pre ſuppoſed to the Remiſhon 
of it, every Sinner becomes a Fullty -Per- 1 
ſon, Which Guilt con ſiſteth in a I 
| Xo In? 


As + 
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Obligation to ſuffer a Puniſhment propor- 
tionable to the gen of the Sin. Third. 

- Forgiveneſs of Sins, which we are af- 
red of, conſiſta in this; it contain- 


eth a Reconciliation of . an. offended 


de conceive to rem; and a Sa- 


} 
\ 
1 


| 


tisſaction to God, without 1 God 
was reſolv d not to be reconciled Firſt. 
then, the offended God 7 reconciled 0 
us ; for when we were 
fecontiled into God by 35 Jah of Hi Sm bis Son, 
making Peace througb 2 bis Goſs, 
and by bim, reconciling all 1 unto bim- 
om. F. 10. Nor is this Reconcili- 
ation much to be wondered at, l 
Satisfaction was 1 by the Death. 


be gave bis Life a Rawſon: for 


many, Matt. 28. 28. Thus Man, * Y. 
Sin violated the Law of God, and _ 
thereby oblig d to undergo 17 Puniſh- 

ment due 185 Sin, is by the Price of 


and accepted in full Comp nation and 


| Satisfaction for the Puniſhment which 


was; due, reſtored unto the Faygur of 


God. who. being thus ſatisfied, 18 faith- | 


fur and 5 to take off all . 
on unto hiſhment from the Sim 


= _— 


God, without which, God. cannot 


a odd. wa Hz 


% we were. 


the moſt Moon Blood of Chnft, given. | 


and in this Ack of God, ee f 4 
1 Fe loengſt of N. The 


The next thing 
how this great Priviledge of Forgs 
Sins is pr in the Church, 


Mengen 


of Baptiſin. and be baptized 
ox of you th 1 Bron, W : 


the Remiſton.of, Sins, Acts 2.38. Mark 
1. Acts 22. 16. Epheſ. 5. 26. 

As Perſons received into the n 
by Baptiſm, Nee their. Sins committed 


are thus made Members of the Church, 
they: receive Remiſſion of future Sins, by 


e. Chriſt, who hath ; 


re us a Pattern of Prayer, hath there- 
8 us for ever to implore, and. heg 


Forgiveneſs of our Sins; that as we 
are always liable to Sin, ſo we ſhould | 
always exerciſe the Acts 'of Repentance, | 
and for ever ſeek the Favourof God; and 
therefore the Church of. on. in whick | 
did not? 1 
only promiſe it at Baptiſm, but 2 


Remiſſion of Sins e 


wards upon Repentance; * to den 


Mv 9 , 101 
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to be conſidered; * ; 


before Bapt! mn, rEwen.s Þ an, they. 
e 


A 
— en tn. A %. 
- 


. Ie Se, nbi; or, 
-the e the Power of of an 5 


| is n to believe 
1. r Renuffon of —4 for With- 


of this Betiefe out this, can be no Chriſtian 
F-- -- 4 2 Conſolttion. oerondly It 
1 makes us Afdently five the Goodneſs 
of God, and our Happineſs. © Thirdly, By 
* a Senf of this, we are inflamed wich the 
Lobe of God. » Fourthly, It teaches us 
| what'we owe unto Chriſt. and Hou far 
we are indebted for this Forgivefieſs. 
I Fifth, Tis necelfary to believe Remiffon of 
, as wrought by the Blood of Chr: 
| | by which the Covenant-was ratified and 
iy confhrmed ; Which mindeth — or 2 Con- 
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OR te better roving of Y impor- 
tant a Truth, T ſnall firſt ſhety, that 
the Reſurrection of our Bodies, 7: e. the 
Reunion of our Souls and Bodies is not 


Proll, to God: For God, who can 
number 


| 


- — - T—V—p —2—ùÿ 4 —-— 


number the Sands of the Sea, can eaſil 


know all the ſcattered Bones : 
. and knows what 
each Body, and What 
Soul. As His Wiſdom 18 


Body to each 


infinite, ſo is bis 
nuch Ommipotent as 


1 


He ſeeth the 


Power; for God is us 


Omniſcient ; and 


certainly the ſame Power which made 


the Man. out of Duſt, 


which at firſt was 


48 far from being Fleſh as any Duſt or 


Aſhes now can be, can agam moul& . } 
the ſame Dult u 
and breathe into t 


ſt into an Human Body | 
he Noſtrils of it the 
rrecti 


Breath of Life; therefore the Reſurrecti- 
on is not impoſſible, firft, to 
gent, who is to raiſe it, nor 


_ thePatient, which is to be raiſ 


_ Secondly, Lis not only 
highly probable: The So 


rial, and therefore Immort 
for ever. Now, 
be-a Companion for the 


ſeveral Fiſh © 


out-ive Aged Perſons; 
theſe inunderſtanding C 


f 


God the . 


to the Body 
ed by God. 


offible, but 


Beſides, 


the Sea, Fowl of the Air, 
Beaſts in the Field, Plants of the Earth, 


and can we thnk 
reatures ſhould © | 


be furniſhed with Bodies of a longer Per- 
the Souls of Men only; 


manſion than 


they ſhall reſu 
are capable of Rewards a 


— — — — 


me it agai 


a? Again, Men 
nd Puniſhments 


here- 


_ I \ 
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, yet in my 


— MORT 5 
9 1 


hereafter, and not only their Souls, but 
Bodies alſo; for there ſhall be a Reſurre- 
Gon: of: the Fleſh, that every one may receive 
the things done in bis Body, according to that 
he hath done, whetberit be good or bad. Things 


without us, ſhew. this, as the Day dies 
into the Night, and in the next Morning 


it 4 and revives again: Summer 


dies into Winter, and at the Spring revives 
again. But beſides all this, the Old Tefta- 


ment confirms the Truth of it. For ſays 
„, I know that my Redeemer liveth, and that 

Gall and at the latter Day upon the Earth, 
and tho after my Skin Worms deſtroy this Bo- 
/h ſhall I ſee God. Nor is 
the New Teffament deficient in this Matter : 


Fox when the Phariſees were diſputing a- 


bout the Reſurrection, Paul cried out, 1 
am 2 Phariſee, the Son of à Phariſce, of 
the Hape and Reſurrection of the Dead, I am 


called in Qusſt ion, Acts 23. 6. God hath not 
only foretold, and barely promiſed it, 


but confirmed it by ſure Teſtimonies: 


- For Elijab raiſed up the Dead Child of the 


Widow Sarepta, 1 Aings 17. 22, Eliſba 
raiſed up the Dead Child of the Shunamite, 
2 Kings 4. Nor did that Power die together 
with him, for they were burying a dead 


Man and they caſt the Mc into the Sepul- 


chre of Eliſha; and when the Man was let 


down 


—  — 


— — 
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down, and touched the Bones of Eliſha, 
be revived, and ſtood upon bis Feet, We 
have three of the like Examples under 
the Gofpel, to equal thoſe of the Law, 
which are the Daughter of Farus, Mark 5. 


41, 42. the Man of Naim and Lazarus,” 


who was dead four Days; theſe three Je- 


ſus raiſed from the Dead. Chrif's riſing 


himſelf, and raiſing others, who ſtept in 
their Graves, prove the Falſity of aſſert- 
ing there is no Reſurrection, and ſo St. 


Paul argues; If Chrift be preached that he 


roſe from the Dead, bow [ay [ome among. you, b 


that there is no Reſurrection from the Dead? 
1 Cor. 15. 12. Chriſt's Mſurrection hath 
a Force in it to command us to believe 
a future general Reſurrection, Aﬀs 17. 31. 
God hat h appointed a Day in which he will 
Fudge the World in Righteouſneſs , by that 
Man whom be hath ordained; whereof be bath 


given an Aſſurance unto all Men, in that be © | 


hath raiſed him from the Dead; therefore as 
Chriſt was raiſed, that he might be a 


Judge; fo ſhall the Dead be raifed, that 
they may be judged : For as it it appoint- 


ed for all Men one to die, fo after Death, 


cometh — ory 5 . 
Furthermore, it ſhall be the fame Bo- 


dy which ſhall be united to the. Soul, as 
it was when alive; tho' after my Skin, 


— 


orms | 
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er ro rake off that Objeftion againſt the Refur- 
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Worms deſtroy my Body, faith Job, yet in my Fleſh 
(in my Fleſb, ſhewing the Reli, in my Fleſh, 
ſnewing the riety and Identity) 21! ſee 
God, whom I fl fee for my ſelf, and mine Eyes 


- feall behold, and not another. As at the Death of a 


Man, nothing but his own Body falleth, the Spi- 


vie goeth upward; To no other but that Bœlymiiſt 


riſe again, to make a Reſurrection: *Tis ſaid he 


ca fhall greenp their Dead which are in it, and 


Death and the Grave deliver up the Dead which 


ire in them, Now, if the ſame Bodies dil not 


rite again, what need the Sea, or the Graves 


Sive up rheit- Dead ? Tis Tail, every one wht? 


then receive the things done in bis Body. It ſtands 


not therefore with the Nature of a juſt Retributi- 


on, that he which finned with one Body, ſhall 
be puniſhed in another; or he which pleaſed God 
with his own Eyes, ſhould ſee him with other Eyes: 
If t which at the Diſſolution of the World, 
being alive, ſnhall be caught up as they are alive, 
with the ſame Bodies, 1 Thefſ. 4. 16, 17. cer- 
tainly thoſe Which were dead, Hall riſe with 
the ſame Bodies, in which they lived. Lfty, 
The: fix fore-mentioned Examples, which Gol 
ſhew d to confirm our Faith in the Reſurrection, 

riwade us, that the ſame. Body which 


BY _ ſhould Þe 
died hall riſe again: For they roſe with the ſame 


Bodies, as did cur Saviour himſelf; Behold my Hands 
and my Feet, it is I my ſelf : In like manner he 
Rall change our vile Bodies, that they may be fa- 


Hioned like unto his glarious Body. From whence 


follows, we ſhall riſe with the ſame Bodies as 


Now, to whom this Reſurrection belongs, is 
to all, bothJuſt and Unjuſt, 42s 24. 15. the Jult 
mall rife. to receive their Reward, the Unjuſt 
their Puniſhment, John 5. 28. which is ſuffici- 


rection 
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rection of the Wicked ; becauſe ir is ſaid that the 
Refurretion of the. Dead is of the Fuſt alone; which 
Reſurrection there | ſignifies the Reſurrection of 
Life. Such indeed belongs only to the Juſt, but that 
of Damnation to the Unjuſt. Some ſay e 
Reſurretion is paſt already, and ſo over- 
throw the Faith of ſome, 2 Tim. 2. 8. But 
we muſt not expect to riſe from the Dead till 
the laſt Trump, 1 Cor. 15. 52. Matthew calls it the 
Reſurrection of the laſe Day, John 11. 24. God 
ſhall Judge the World, and therefore ſhall raiſe 
the World, but not till the End of the Wo 
1o that the Reſurrection is not paſt. | 
The Doctrine of this Belief il * 
luſtrates the Glory of God, who The MNeceſity 
firſt created us for himſelf ; and - of this Belief. 
the Reſirrection is as it were a © 2 
new Creation, It ſhews his Viſdom and Power; 
for without infinite Knowledge he could not com- 
prehend all the individual parts of Mens Bodies, 
and without. infinite Power, he could not join 
them; his Mercy in promiſing Life after Deaths 
his Juſtice in performing that Promiſe to all true 
Believers. | | | 
Secondly, It makes us acknowledge the great 
and powerful Work of our Redemption, that it 
could not be-obtained, had-not our Saviour by his 
Death, atolifhed Death, and brought Life and Inv 
mortality to Light thro? the Goſpel. | 
Thirdly, It ſtrengthens us againit the Fear of our 
own Death, and immoderate Sorrow for the 
Death of others. & 4:7 
Fourthly, It makes us prepare our ſelves for te 
next Life, as deterring from Sin, encouraging 
Holineſs, conforting in Afflictions. | | 


— 
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And the Life everlaſting. i 


A the ReftrreZion of the Dead is taken in 0 
cri for everlaſiing 1 * and yet 


b the fame Language is, and may be uſed for the 
general Reſurrection of all Men, even as ſuch as 
Ube everlaſtingly unhappy ; ſo the Life everl u- 
| ng, tho* uſed for a Reward given only unto the 
yet may comprehend the Condition of the 
| bate,. alſo underſtood barely for the Pu- 
nation of Perfons living. | 
| - To begin then with the Reſurrection to Con- 


demnation. Our firſt Aſſertion is, that the” 
Wicked, after the Day of julgment, ſhall not be 
| conſumed and brought to nothing, but ſhall re- 
main alive in Soul and Body, to bear the Pun- 
= -i1hments of the next World, for their Sins com- 
mwirted here: But ſome urge theſe Words, Fear 
| himmwhich i able to deſtroy both Soul and Body in 
1 Hell ; therefore God will not puniſh and torment, 
but deſtroy the Wicked only. Now, certainly a 
Man without being annihilated, and conſumed 
do nothing, may be ſaid to be deſtroyed, to periſh, 
and be dead; when he is ſeparated and diſ-joined 
MW from God, the better and nobler Life of Man. 
Bet certainly they can never think from theſe 
Words, that God will only deſtroy and kill, 
el may ſay, the Body and Soul, and not preferve 
them alive to bear the Puniſhments which ſhall 

de inflicted on them by his Juſtice ; when the ſame 

$ ocrptire fays, they ſhall be tcrmented with ne- 


Ver 
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ver dying Pains. Depart from me, ye Curſed, into 
everlaſting Fire ; And leſt any ſhould imagine that 
tlie Fire ſhall be eternal, and not the Torments; 
it followerh, and theſe ſhall go away into ever- 
taſting Puniſhments, but the Righteous into Life 
eternal. Now, if the Fire be everlaſting, and Pun- 
iſhments alſo, then certainly the Reprobates mwit 
everlaſtingly ſubſiſt ro endure hoſe Puniſhments ; 
otherwiſe there would be a Puniſhment inflicted, 
and none to endure, which is a Contradiction. 
Nay, the Life eternal may as well be faid to have 
an End, as the everlaſting Puniſhments, being both 
are expreſſed alike. 

The next thing to be enquired into, is, what this 
Eternity is, and this ſignifies for ever, and with- 
ont End. St, Matthew calls it an unguenc hable 
Fire, 3. 12. as doth St. Luke likewiſe, 3. 19, St. 
John ſays the Smoak of their Torment, i. e. the 
Wicked aſcendeth up fer ever and ever, Rev. 1 
11. They ſhall be tormented ay and Night, for e- 
ver and ever, 20..10. which Expreſſion of Day. 
and Night, is the ſame with that which declareth 
the eternal Happineſs in the Heavens, They reſt not 
Day and Night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Rev. 
4. 8. New, — the Fire ſnall never be quench- / 
ed, the Smoak thereof ſhall aſcend up for ever | 

and ever, and they who are caſt into it, ſhall be- 
tormented for ever and ever, according to Scrip- 
ture; the Wicked ſhall never be ſo confumed, as 
to be brought to nothing, but ſhall ſubſiſt for ever, 
and be co-eternal to the tormenting Flames, It 
is objected alſo, that the Wicked, after the Reſur- 
rection, ſhall be puniſhed with Death, and that a 
ſecond Death, and ſo they ſhall be no more, nor 
can in any Senſe be ſaid to live or ſubſiſt. Now, 
the encluring of this Fire, is Death it ſelf 3 For all 
Lyars ſhall have their part in the Lake, which burn 
eth with Fire and Brimſtone, which. the ſecond 
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190 be Sinner Convicted; or, 

Death : Tis faid, He that overcometh, ſball not be 
hurt 'by the ſecond Death, which ſhews they that 
die that Death, ſhall be hurt by it; which the 
Wicked could not be, were they annihilated; and 
reduced to nothing; from whence it is plain, that 
this Death is nothing more than the Wicked bear- 


ing theſe eternal Pumſhments. 


The ſecond Aſſertion teacheth us, that as the 


Reprobates ſhall never fail to endure the Torments 


due unto their Sins, ſo the Juſtice of God will 
never fail to inflit thoſe Torments upon them: 
The Favour of God is never to be obtained, where 
there is no means left to obtain it; but in the 
World to come, there is no place for Faith, nor 
Vertue in Repentance: As the Tree falleth, ſo it 
lieth; there is no change to be wrought for Man 
in thoſe Flames, no Purgation of his Sin, no San- 


ctiſication of his Nature, no Juſtification of his 


Perſon, and therefore no Salvation of him. No 
Man can be ſaved without à Mediator, which 
Mediatorſhip will ceaſe when Chriſt ſhall have 
delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the Father; 
from all which *tis plain, the Puniſhments of the 
Wicked ſhall be without End; nor is their ary 
Hopes for them to the contrary. | 
Proceed we now to the Reſurrection of the Juſt, 
and then Life everlaſting will fignify according 
to the conſtant Language of the S-ripture, all 


which God hath promiſed, and which Chriſt 


hath purchaſed for the Godly in the next World. 
Life eternal may be looked upon under three Con- 
fiderations ; firſt, as Initial, which is obtained in 
this Life, and is, as it were, an Earneſt of that 
which is to come; of which our Saviour ſpoke, 
He that beareth my Word, and believeth on him that 
ſent me, hath everlaſting Life, and ſhall not come 
into Condemnation , but u paſſed from Death to 
Life, John 5. 24. Secondly, Partial, be auſe it be- 
| | langeth, 
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longeth, rho? to the nobler, yet but a part of Man- 
that is, the Soul of the Juſt ſeparated from the 
Bocy: Thus St. Paul had a Defire to depart, and 
to be with Chriſt, he was willing rather to travel, * 
and be abſext from the Body, and to be preſent, , 
and at Home with the Lord. Thirdly, Perfeti- 
on, and His is what the Godly receive after the 
Ble ing pronounced by Chrift, Come © yet hleſſed 
> Cl'/ ren of my Pather, receive the Aingdom pre- 
p::1:1 for you from the Foundation of the World. 
is Life eternal is to be conſidered in the Poſ- 
em, kürt, as it is Life; ſecondly, in its Dura- 
ion, as it is eternal, Firſt then, *tis not only a 
nauma!, but ſpiritual. Life, which confiſts in the 
nion of the Soul to God. He that hath the Son, 
"hath Life, and be that hath not the Son, hath not 
Lie. | 
The Happineſs of this Life coufiſts, firſt, in the 
Saints having their Bcdies become fpiritual, and 
incorruptible after their Reſurrection. The Fleſh 
is ſown in Corruption, raiſed in Incorruption, 
ſown in Diſhonour, raiſed in Glory, ſwon. in 
Weakneſs, raiſed in Power, ſwon a natural Body, 
raiſe a ſpiritual Body, 1 Cor. 15. 42, 43, 44. 
This perfective Alteration ſhall be made 15 the 
Son of God, Phil. 3. 2. Secondly, our Souls ſhall 
be highly exalted to the utmoſt Perfection. Now 
ve ſee things darkly as thro' a Glaſs, but then Face 
to Face ; but then ſhall we know even as alſo we 
are known. And this even now we know that 
when God ſhall appear, we Hall be like him, for 
we ſhall ſee him as he is. Man at firſt fell by tempt- 
ing to be like God in Knowledge; but being rai- 
ſed by Chriſt, we come to be truly like him, by | 
knowing him as we are known, phy bf leeing 
him as he is, | 


Secondly, The Duration of this Life, to make 
it compleatly Happy, is as neceſſary as the 1 it 
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e; therefore Life eternal is deſcrih das @ con- 
nan City," as an everlaſting 'Habirctions, as au 
uſe eternal in the Heavens, is cxpreſſed by 
WF cternal Glory, eternal Salvation, etern“ lnheritance, 
E =” mncornptible undefiled, c. and leſt oe ſhow! ' be 
Aiſcouraged by any ſhort or lame Interpretation 
| of it, our Saviour hath ſaid, F any in keep my 
 » Saying, he ſhall never ſee Death, = 
2 IRR The Belief of hi Artiche, is ne- 

The NVereſity of ceſſary, (as to the Erernity of Tor- 
thi⸗ Bebef? ment) to deter us from com mit- 

| | ing Sin, and to quicken es to „o- 

lineſs of Life, and a ſpeedy Repentance fon en 
eommitted. Secondly, twill make us r 
= awe of the Great and ſealous God, a cotilumu'ig 

Fire, a God that will not be mocke ; *rwill 

teach us to tremble at his Word, to cor:fider.the 
- Infinity of his Juilice, the Fierceneſs of his Wratn, 

and to meditatè on the Power of his Menaces, the 
Validity of his Threats. Thirdly, twill make 
us value the Price of Chriſt's Blood, prize the 
Work of our Redemption, acknowledge and ad- 
mire the Love of God to us in Chriſt. 
Again, as this Article followeth upon the Re- 
ſurrection of the Juſt, and cantaineth in it an e- 
erernal Duration of infinite Felicity belong- 
ing to them; ſo this Belief is neceſſary to ſtir us 
up tp an earneſt Deſire of the Kingdom of Heaven, 
and that Righteouſneſs to which ſuch a Life is pro- 
miſed. S:condly, twill take off our Inclinations and 
8 Defires from the Pleaſures and Profits of this Life. 
Thi, will encourage us to take up the Croſs 
of Chriſt, and to ſupport us under it, willingly 
EE and  chearfully to undergo the Afflictions and 
8 Iribulations of this Life, reckoning with the A- 
pole, That the Sufferings of this preſent_!;,, dre 
| = 20: worthy to be compared with the Glo- ie 
renn, Rom. S. 18. and this 
Deren what we ought an beets 
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